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PREFACE. 



-* HE Authoress will not imitate a thread- 
tare prevailing custom, viz, assure the Pub* 
Jic 9 the following letters were written with* 
out any design or intention of sending them 
into the world } on the contrary^ she can* 
didly con r esses having some idea of the kind 
tvhen writing them y though her mind was not 
Jully made up on the business until towards 
the .beginning of April, — nay, for some time 
before then (from a consciousness of the in* 
ability of her pen) she had a&ually relin- 
quished all thoughts of publishing them, which 
determination she certainly would have ad* 
hered to, if her will had not been over* 
ruled by the importunities of her friends. 



ri PREFACE. 

In her first Voyage she has given her 
reasons for going to Africa, described the 
incidents and occurrences sjhe K met with and 
(from occular -observations) the manners* 
customs, &?c. of the people inhabiting^ tliose 
places she visited, — she has also made an hum- 
ble attempt to delineate their situations and 
qualities, with a superficial History, of the 
Peninsula of Sierra Lepne and its environs^ 
which she certainly would have enlarged upon 
during her second Voyage, had not Lieu* 
tenant Matthews, previous to her returning 
to JEngland in 1791, taken the start of her f 
ly publishing his voyage to that Country ;— - 
£h&t being the case, it would .not . only have 
$een superfluous, but discovering more vanity 
than she could wish the World to suppose her 
possessed of had she offered to tread in a 
jtath already travelled over by such an inge- 
nious and masterly pen, to which she begs t* 
refer the inquisitive reader. 

This consideration and this alone, induced 
the Authoress to confine the letters of her last 
. Voyage principally to the transactions and pro* 

gress 
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gress of a Colony, whose success or downfall 
she is persuaded, the Inhabitants, at least the 
thinking part, of almost every, civilized Coun- 
try, must feel more or less interested about, 
and she is forely afflifted to warn the reader 
of an unpromising account which could not 
be otherwise, unless she had done violence to 
veracity ; — she is well aware Truth is often 
unwelcome, and foresees many faBs produced 
to the World in the course of those letters 
will not be acceptable to the tars of num- 
bers; — therefore, in vindication of herself, 
she refers the Public to the whole Court 
of Dire£lors of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, and hopes, if it be in their power, 
either severally or colleBively, to contradiB 
one tittle she has advanced, they will do so 
in the most candid manner;— for the Au- 
thoress is open to conviBion, and if con- 
viBed on this occasion, she will, with alt 
due deference^ kiss the rod of corre&ion* 
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LETTER I. 

, London, Jfan. 5, .179-1. 
My dear Friend^ 

JL HE time draws nigh when I 
mull bid adieu to my native land, perhaps 
for ever! The thoughts of it damps my 
fpirits more than you xan imagine, but I 
am refolved to fiimmon all the fortitude 
1 can, being confcious of meriting the 
reproaches of my friends and relations., 
for having haftily married as I did con- 
trary to their wiflies, and am determined 
rather than be an incumbrance on them, 
to accompany my hufband even to the 
wilds of Africa t whither he is now bound, 
and meet luch fate as. awaits me in pre- 
ference, to any poflible comfort J could 
receive, from them. 

Mi. Falconbridge is employed by the 

St. George's Bay Company to carry out 

fome relief for a number of unfortunate 

[people, both blacks and whites, whom 

Government 
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Government fent to the river Sierra* 
Leone, a few years fince, and who in- 
confequence of having had fome difpute 
with the natives, are fcattered through 
the country, and are juft now as I have 
been told, in the mod deplorable con- 
dition*. 

He (Mr, Falconbridge) is likewife to 
make fome arrangements /or colle&ing 
thofe poor creatures again, and forming 
a fettlement which the company have in 
contemplation to eftablilh, not only to 
ferve them, but to be generally ufeful 
to the natives. 

Mr. Falconbridge, his brother Mr. W. 
Falconbridge and myfelf, are to em- 
bark on board the Duke of Bticcleugh, 
Captain M c Lean," a fliip belonging to 
Meffrs^ John and Alexander Anderfon, 
of Philpot Lane; thefe gentlemen I un- 
derftand, have a confiderable faQory at a 
place called Bance Ifland, fome diftance 
up the river Sierra Leone, to which 
ifland the (hip is bound. 

The company have either fent, or .are 
to fend out a fmall cutter called the 
Lapwing, to. meet Mr. F— ■< — , on the 
coaft, fhe carries the ftores for. relieving 
the people, &c. This, 
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This is all the information I can give 
you at prefent, refpe&ing my intended 
voyage, but as it is an unufual enter- 
prize for an Englifh woman, to vifit the 
coaft of Africa ; and as I have ever 
flattered myfelf with* poffeffing your 
friendfhip, you will no doubt like to 
hear from me, and I therefore intend 
giving you a full and circumftantial ^ac- 
count of every thing that does not ef- 
cape my notice, 'till I return to this 
blefs'd land, if it pleafes him who deter- 
mines all things, that fhould be the cafe 
again. 

. I have this inftant learnt that we fet 
x>ff to-morrow for Graveftnd, where the 
fcip is laying, ready to fail; fhould we 
put into any port in the channel, I 
may probably write you if I am able, 
1)ut muft now bid you adieu. 
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LETTER II- . 

Spiikead, Jan. it) 1-791* 

My dear Friend, 

CyONTRARY winds prevented 
us from proceeding dire&ly out of the 
Channel, and made it neceffary ' to put 
into this place. We have been here two 
days, but I am told there is an appearance 
of the wind changing, and that it is pro- 
bable we fhall make the attempt to get 
away fome time this day; therefore I 
think it beft not to defer performing my 
promife of writing to you, leaft we fail,, 
and I am difappointed. . 

We embarked at Gravefend between 
eleven and twelve o'clock, the night after 
I wrote you. Every thing feemed in dread- 
ful confufion ; but this I underftand is 
commonly the cafe on board Chips when on 
the jeye of failing: befides the captain 
had feveral friends who caine from Lon 
don to bid him farewell. 

Yoa 
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Yoa may guefs that my mind, in fpitc 
t>f all the refolution a ybung girl is ca- 
.pable of muttering, could not be undif- 
turbed ; but I would not give way to any 
melancholy reflections, and endeavoured 
to Another them as often as they intruded; 
although I muft confefs they fometimes 
taught me off my guard, and my heart 
for the moment was ready to burft with 
the thoughts of what I had to encounter, 
which was pi&ured to me by almoft every 
one in the worft of colours. 

However I went to bed, aftd being 
much fatigued, was in hopes every care 
would be buried for i:he night in de- 
lightful fleep; but in this I was difap- 
pointed, for although my eyes were clofed 
as foqn as I got my head on the pillow, 
yet it was not of long continuance* 

I had flept perhaps two hours, when 
the fhocking cries of murder awoke' me: 
I did not at the inftant recollefl: where I 
was, but the firft thgughts which occurred 
upon remembering myfelf on fhip-board 
were, that a gang of pirates had ai tacked 
the Ihip, and would put us all to death. 

All the cabin was by this time alarmed ; 

jiie cries of murder ftill continuing 

B while. 
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while the captain and others were loudly 
calling 'for lights; and fo gre-it was the 
confufion, that it was a long while before 
any could be procured : at length the 
light came, when I found myfelf fome 
what colle&ed, and had courage enough 
to afk what was the matter. 

My fears Were removed, by being in- 
formed it was a Mr. B- — -, a paffenger, 
whofe intellefls were a little deranged : 
he continued his- difagreeable hideous 
' cries the whole night, and prevented every 
one from fleeping ; for my part i fcarcely 
clofed my eyes again. 

At breakfaft Mr. B— apologized, 

by telling us that his wife had murdered 
his only child, for which reafon he had 
left her. u And," faid, he* u the horrid 
a£l! has made fuch an imfrefiion on my 
mind, that I frequently think I fee, her 
all befmeared with blood, with a dagger 
in her hand, determined to take away my 
life alfo : it preys upon my fpirits, for I 
Tyant ftrength of mind to conquer tile weak- 
nefs/* 

Mr. 

* I am inclined to think this was only the 
imagination of a frantic brain, for we were not 
able to learn any thing more of the ftory. 
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Mr* N Alexander Anderfon came on 
board, arid dined: he politely enquired 
if I was comfortable; affured me, that 
every thing had been put on board to 
render us 3$ much fa as poffible. . 

In the evening he returned to town, 
and we got under weigh. 

Nothing occurred on our paflage her? 
except fuch frequent returns of Mr. B's 
delirium, as has induced Captain M c Lean 
to put him on fhore, from the opinion 
of his being an unfit fuhjeft to go to 
the coaft of Africa. 

I did not experience any of thofc 
f^ars pecifc ?° m Y fex u P on * e water'} 
and the only inconvenience I found vpas 
a little fea ficknefs, which I* had a right 
to expeft, for you know this is my firft 
voyage. 

There is one circumftance, which I 
forbode will make the remainder of our 
voyage unpleafant. 

The gentlemen whom Mr* Falcon- 
bridge is employed by, are for abolifli- 
ing the (lave trade; the owners of this; 
* veirel are of that trade, and confequently 
B 2 the 
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the Captain and Mr. Falconbridgc muft 
he very oppofite in their fentiments. 

They are always arguing, and both> 
are warm in their tempers, which makes 
me uneafy, and induces me to form the 
conjedures I do; but perhaps that may 
not be the cafe. 

I have not been on (hore at Portf- 
mouth, indeed it is not a defirable place 
to vifit : I was once there, and few peo- 
ple have a with to fee it a fecond time/ 

The only thing that has attra&ed my 
notice in the harbour, is the fleet with 
the convi&s for Botany Bay, which art 
wind bound, a* well as ourfclvea. 

The deftiny of fuch numbers of my 
fellow creatures has made what I expect 
to encounter, fet lighter upon my mind 
tlian it ever did before; nay, nothing 
could-have operated a reconciliation fo 
effeftually; for as the human heart is 
more fufceptible of diftrefs conveyed 
by ^he eye, than when reprefented by 
language however ingenuoufly pifttirei 
with nrifery, fo the fight of thofe un- 
fortunate beings, and the thoughts of 
what they are to endure, have worked 
more forcibly on my feelings than all 
, the 



Or) - 

the accounts I ever read or heard of 
wretchednefs before. ; 

I mud clofe this which is the laft, in 
all probability, you will receive from me, 
'till my arrival in Africa; when, if an op- 
portunity offers, 1 fliall make a point of 
writing to yoii. 

Pray do not let di (lance or abfence blot 
out the recolle&ion of her, 

Who is truly your's. 
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LETTER III. 

Bance Island, Feb* 10, 1791* 
My dear Friend? 

" W E failed the very day I wrote 
you from Portfmoutb, and our paflage 
was tmufually quick, being only eighteen 
days from thence to this place. 

The novelty of a fliipr ploughing the 
tracklefs ocean, in a few days became 
quite familiar to me; there was fuch a 
famenefs in every thing (for fome birds 
were all we law the whole way) that I 
found the voyage tirefome, notwithftand- 
ing the fhortnefs of iu 

,You will readily believe my heart was^ 
gladdened at the fight of the mountains 
of Sierra Leone, which was the land 
we firft made. 

Thofe' mountains appear to rife gra- 
dually from the fea to a ftupendous height, 
richly wooded and beautifully ornamented 

bv 
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by the hand of nature, with a variety of 
delightful profpe&s*., 

I was vaftly pleafed while 'failing up 
the river, for the rapidity of the ffiip 
through the water afforded a courfe of 
new fcenery almoft every moment, till we- 
caft anchor here: Now and then I faw 
the glimpfe of a native town, but from 
the diftance and new objefts haltify 
catching my eye, was not able to form 
a judgment or idea of any. of them ; 
but this, will be no lofs, as I may have 
frequent opportunities of viliting fomc 
of them hereafter. 

As foon as our anchor was dropped* 
Captain M c Lean faluted Bance Ifland 
with feven guns, which not being re- 
turned I enquired the caufe, and was 
told that the laft time the Duke of 
Buccleugh came out, fhe, as is cuilomary, 
faluted, and on the fort returning the 
compliment, a wad was drove by the 
force of the fea breeze upon the roof 
of one of the houfes (which was then 
of thatch) fet fire to the building, and 
confumed not only the houfe but goods 
to a large amount. 

When the ceremony of falutrng was 
over, Captain M c Lean and Mr. W>. Fal- 

conb ridge 



conbridge went on fhore; but it being late • 
in the evening, I continued on board 
'till next day. 

Here we met the Lapwing cutter. She 
foiled fome time before us from Europe, 
and had been arrived two or three weeks. 

The ■ matter of her, and feveral of 
the people to whofe afliflance Mr. Fal- 
conb ridge is come, and who had taken > 
refuge here, came to vifit us. 

They reprefented their fufferings to 
have been very great; that they had been : 
treacheroufly dealt with by one King 
Jemmy, who had drove them away 
from the ground they occupied, burnt 
their houfes, and otherwife devefted them ? 
of every comfort apd neceflary of life;, 
they alfo threw out fome refle&ions againft 
the A^ent of this ifland ; faid he had fold 
feveral of their fellow fufferers to a - 
Frenchman, who had. taken them to the 
Weft Indies. 

Mr. Faiconbridge, , however, was not 
the lead inclined to give entire con- 
fidence to what they told us; but pru- 
dently fufpended his opinion until he: 
had. made further enquiries. 



Thofc 
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Thofe vifitors being gone, we tettred 
to bed— I cannot fay to reft ; the heat 
was To .exceflive that 1 fcarcely flept at 
alk 

The following day we received, a po- 
lite invitation to dine on fhore, which I 
did not objeft to, although haraffed for 
want of fleep the night before. 

At dinner the coftverfation turned 
upon the flave trade : Mt, Fdlconbridge, 
zealous -for the caufe in which he is 
engaged, flrenuoufly oppofed every ar- 
gument his opponents advanced in favour 
of the abominable trade : the glafs went 
brifkly round, and the gentlemen growing 
warm, I retired immediately a* the ckatfl 
was removed* 

The people on the ifland crowded to 
fee me; they gazed with apparent af- 
tonifbment — I fuppofe at my drefs, for 
white women could not be a novelty to 
them, as there were feveral among the 
unhappy people fent out here by govern- 
merit, one of whom is now upon the 
ifland. 

Seeing fo many of my own fex, though 
of different complexions from myfelf, at- 
tired in their native garbs, was a fcene 

equally 
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equally new to me, and my delicacy, I 
confefs, was not a little hurt at times. 

.Many among them appeared of fu- 
perior rank, at leaft I concluded fo from 
the preferable way in which they were 
clad ; nor was I wrong in my conjefiiure, 
for upon enquiring who they were, was 
informed one was the woman^ or mistress 
of Mr. — — , another of Mr. B ■ , and 
fo on : I then underttood that every gen- 
tleman on the ifland had his lady. 

While 1 was thus entertaining myfelf 
with my new acquaintances, two or tnree 
of the gentlemen left their wine and 
joined me ; among them was Mr. B % 

ihft a<w>nf • V»<» **+ « ^erw tvimcWv manna* 

"' ~0 * "~ ***.0. \^LJ ^»w*. j • 

begged I would take a bed on Ihore. 



I thanked hirrt, and faid, if agreeable 
to Mr. Falconb ridge, I would have no 
obje&ion: however, Falconbridge ob- 
jected, and gave me for reafon that he 
had been unhandfomely treated, and was 
determined to go on. board the Lapwing* 
for he would not fubjeft himfelf to any 
obligation to men "pofleffing fuch diaba- 
lical fentiments. 



It 
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It was not proper for me to contra- 
di6i him at this moment, as the heat of 
argument and the influence of an over 
portion of wine had quickened and dis* 
concerted his temper; I therefore fab- 
mitted without making any objection to 
come on boatd this tub of a veffel, which 
in point of* fize and cleanlinefs, cometf 
nigher a ho^-trough than any thing elfe 
you can imagine. , 

Though I refolved to remonftrate the 
firft feafonahle opportunity, and to point 
out the likelihood of endangering my 
health, fhould he perfift to keep me in 
fo confined a place. 

This remonftrance I made the next 
morning, after paffing a night of torment, 
but to no purpbfe ; the only confolation 
I got was, — as foon as the fettlers could 
be colle&ed, he would have a houfe built 
on fhore, where they were to be fixed. 

I honeftly own my original refolutions 
of firmnefs was now warped at \vhat I 
forefaw I was doomed to fuffer, by be- 
ing imprifoned, for God knows how long, 
in a place fo diigufting as this was, in 
my opinion^ at that time* 

Conceive 
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Conceive yourfelf pent up in a floating 
*oage, without room either to walk about, 
•ftand ere£t, or even to lav at length; 
•expofed to the inclemency ot the weather* 
having yonr cyts and ears momently of- 
fended by a£ts of indecency, and language 
too horrible to reiate^-add to this a com* 
plication of filth, the ftench from which 
was continually affaiiing your nofe, and 
then you wilt have a faint notion of the 
Lapwing Cutter. 

However, upon colleQing myfelf, and 
recolle&ing there was no remedy but to 
make the beft of my fituation, I begged 
the matter (who flept upon deck in con- 
fequence of my cdtning on board; to have 
the cabin thoroughly cleaned and wafhed 
with vinegar; intreated Falconbridg^ to 
kt me go on fhore while it was doing, 
and hinted at the indecencies I faw and 
beard, and was promifed they would be^ 
prevented in future. 

With thefe aflurances I went on fliore, 
not a Uttle elated at the reprieve I was 
to enjoy for a few hours. 

. The gentlemen received me with every 
mark of attention and civility ; indeed, 
1 mult be wanting in fenfibility, if my heart 

_ did 
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did not warm with gratitude to Meffrs. 
Ballingall and Tilly, for their kindneffes 
to me: the latter gentleman I am in- 
formed will fucceed to the agency of the 
ifland; he is a genteel young man, and 
I am told, very defervedly, a favourite with 
his employers. 

Mr. FaIconbr,idge this day fent a met 
fage to Elliotte Griffiths, the fecretary of 
Nainibana, who is the King of Sierra Le- 
one, acquainting him with the purport of 
his miffion, and begging to know when he 
may be honored with an audience of his 
Majesty. 

In the evening he received an anfwer, 
of which the following is a copy : 

Robana Town. 

KING Naimbana's compliments to 
Mr. Falconbridge, and will be glad to fee 

him to-morrow. 

i 

(Signed) 

A. E* Griffiths, Sec. 

Such an immediate anfwer from a King, 

I confidered a favorable omen, and a mark 

C of 
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.of condefcenfion in his Majefty, but the 
rcfult you fhall hear by. and by; in the 
mean while, I mud tell you what paffed 
the remainder of the day at Bance Ifland, 
and give, as fer as my ideas will allow me, 
a defcriptioh of this fa&ory. 

We fat down to dinner with the fame 
party as the firft day, confiding of about 
fifteen in number; this neceffary ceremony 
ended, and towards -the cool of the after- 
noon, I propofed walking for a while : 
Mr. Tilly and a Mh Barber offered to 
accompany and fhow me the ifland, which 
not being objefted tQ, we fet out. 

Adam's Town was the firft place they 
took me to; it is fo called from a native 
of that name, who has the management 
of all the gramattos, or free black fervants, 
but under the control of the Agent. 

The whole town confifts of a ftreet with 
about twenty.five houfes on each fide .:— <- 
on tke right of all is Adam's houfe. 

This building does not differ from the 
reft, except in fize, being much more 
fpacious than any other, and being bar- 

racadecL 
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tecaded with a mud wall ; — all of them 
are compofed of thatch, wood, and clay, 
fomething refembling our poor cottages, 
in many parts of England. 

I went into feveral of them — faw no- 
thing that did not difcover the occupiers 
to be very clean and neat; in fome was 
a block or two of wood, which ferved for 
chairs, — a few -wooden bowls or trenchers, 
and perhaps a pewter bafon and an iron 
pot, compleated the whole of their furni- 
ture. 

In every houfe I was accofted by who- 
ever we found at home, in the Timmany 
language Currea Yaa, which fignifies 
How do you do, mother ? — the moll 
refpe&ful way they can addrefs any per- , 
fon. 

Leaving the town, we proceeded firft 
to the burying ground for Europeans, 
and then to that for the blacks; — the 
only diftinftion between them was a few 
orange trees, that fhaded two grave- 
ftones at the former, — one in memory 
of a Mr. Knight, who had died here 
after refiding fifteen years as Agent; — 
the other on the fuppofed grave of a % 
Captain Tittle, who was murdered by " 
one Signior Domingo, a native chief, for 
C a (as 
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fear left the record might be the means of 
kindling aiiimolities at a future day. 

Now, although I cannot without hor- 
ror contemplate on the untimely end of 
this man, yet he affuredly in fome de- 
gree merited it, if the account I have 
heard, and juft now related to you, pe 
true, which 1 have no reafon to queftion ; 
for he who unpiovoked can wantonly rob 
a fellow creature of his life, deferves not 
lifehimfelf! 

From the catacombs which lay at the 
fouth eaft end, we walked to the oppofite 
point of the ifland ; it is no great diltance, 
for the whole ifland is very little more than 
a fourth of a mile in length, and fcarcely a 
mile and a half in circumference*. 

Several rocks lay at a fmall diftance 
from the fhore at this end; they are by 
the natives called the Devil's Rocks, — 
fr6m a fuperftitious opinion, that the old 
Gentleman refides either there or hi; 
the neighbourhood, 

JSammo, King of the Bulloms, comes 
\6 this place once a year to make a 
krerifice and peace-offering to his Infernal 
Majefty. 

Fron* 
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.From this King Meflrs, Anderfbns hold 
all their poffeffions here, and I underftand 
they pay him an annual tribute — but to 
what amount I cannot fay. 

The King comes in perfon to receive 
his dues, which are paid him in his canoe, 
for he never venture* to put his foot on 
(hore, as his Grte Grccmen or fortune- 
tellers have pe/fuaded him the ifland will 
fink under lum, if ever be lands* 

I am told at one rime he foffered himfelf 
to be dragged up to the Fa&ory Houfe iiv 
his boat, but no argument was ftrong 
enough to fediice him to difembark, for 
he did not confider he incurred the 
penalty his prophets denounced while 
he continued in his canoe; though he 
could not avoid (hewing evident tokens. 
of uneafinefs;, till he was fafe afloat 
again* 

We now returned to the Factory, or a* 
it is otherwife called Bance Ifland Houfe. 

This building at a diflance has a re- . 
f^e&able and fbrmidable appearance •, nor 
is it much lefs fo upon a nearefr invefti- 
gation : I fuppofe it is about one hun- 
dred feet in length, and thirty in breadth, 

and 



and contains nine rooms, on one floor, 
under which are commodious large cellars 
and (tore rooms ; to the right is the 
kitchen, forge, &c. and to the left other 
neceflary buildings, all of country ftone, 
and furrounded with a prodigious thick 
lofty wall. 

There was formerly a fortification in 
front of thofe houfes, which was deftroyed 
by a French frigate during the lad war ; 
at prefent feveral pieces of cannon arc 
planted in the lame pl^ce, but without 
embrafures or breaft-work; behind -the 
great houfe is the flave yard, and houfes 
for accommodating the Oaves. 



*o 



Delicacy, perhaps, prevented the gen- 
tlemen from taking me to fee them ; bnt 
the room where we dined looks dire&ly 
into the yard. 

Involuntarily I (trolled to one of the win- 
dows a little before dinner, without the 
fmalleft fufpicion of what I was to fee ;— 
judge then what my aftonifhment and 
feelings were, at the fight of between two 
and three hundred wretched viftims, 
chained and parcelled out in circles, juft 
Satisfying the cravings of nature from a 
trough of rice placed in the centre of 
each circle. 

Offended 
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Offended modefty rebuked me with a 
l)lufli for not hurrying my eyes from 
fuch difgufting fcenes; but whether faf- 
cinated by femalq curiofky, or whatever 
elfe, I could not withdraw myfelf for 
feveral minutes — while I remarked fome 
\yhofe hair was withering with age, reluft- 
antly tailing their food — and others 
thoughtlefs from youth, greedily deour- 
ing all before them ; be affured 1 avoided 
the profpe&s from this fide of the houfe 
ever after. 

Having prolonged the time till nine at 
night, we returned to our floating prifon, 
and what with the affiduity of the mafter 
in removing many inconveniencies, my 
mind being more at eafe, want of reft for 
two nights, and fomewhat fatigued with the 
exercife of the day, 1 thank God, flept 
charmingly, and the next morning we fet 
fail for Robana, where we arrived about 
ten o'clock : I think it is called nine miles 
from Bance HI and. 

We went on fhore, and rather caught 
his Majesty by furprife, For he was quite in 
dishabille; and at our approach retired in 
great hafte. 

lob- 
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I obferved a perfon pafs me in a Ioofe 
white frock and trowfers, whom I would not 
have suspend for a King! if he had not 
been pointed out tome. 

Mr. Elliotte and the Queen met us ; and 
after introducing her Majefty and himfelf, 
we were then conducted to her houfe. 

She behaved with much indifference,— 
told me, in broken Englifti, the King 
would come prefently, — he was gone to 
pegininee woman houfe to drefs himfclf. 

After fetting nigh half an hour, Nairn- 
bana made his appearance, and received 
us with feeming good will : he was dreffed 4 
in a purple embroidered coat, white fettin 
waiftcoat and breeches, thread' stockings and 
his left fide emblazoned with a flaming ftar; 
his legs to be fure were harliqulned, by a 
purkber of holes in the ftockings, through 
frhich his black {kin appeared. 

Compliments ended, Mr. Falconbridge 
acquainted him with his errand, by a re- 
petition of what he wrote the day before ; 
and complained much of King Jemmy's 
injuftice, in driving the fettlers away, and 
burning their town. 



The 
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The King anfwered through EUiotte, 

(for he /peaks but little Englifti) that 

Jeramy was partly right— the people had 

Drought it on themfelves ; they had taken 

part with forae Americans, with whom 

Jemmy had a difpute, and through that 

means drew the ill will of this man upon 

them, who had behaved, confidering thetr 

conduft, as well as they merited ; for he 

gaye them three day* notice befoftr be 

burned their town, that they might remove 

themfelves and all their effe&s away; 

that he (Naimbana) could not 'prudently 

re-eftablifb them, except by confent of all 

the Chiefs — for which purpofe he muft 

call a court or palaver ; but it would be 

feven or eight days before they could be 

collefled; however he would fend a fum- 

mons to the different parties direSly, and 

give Falconbridge timely advice when they 

were to meet. 



Falconbridge perceived clearly nothing 
-was to be effected without a palaver, and 
unlefs the King's intereft was fecured his 
views would be fruftrated, and his endea- 
vours ineffectual ; but how this was to be 
done, of what expedient to adopt, he was 
jita lofsibr. 

He 
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He confidefed it impolitic to purchafe 
his patronage by heavy prefents, leaft 
the other great men might expeft the 
fame ; and he had it not in his power to 
purchafe them all in the fame way, as the 
fcanty cargo of the Lapwing would not 
admit of it. 

At length, trufting that the praife-worthy 
purpofes lie was aiming at infured him the 
affiftance of the King of Kings, he re- 
folved to try what good words would do. 

Having prefaced his arguments with a 
fmall donation of rum, wine, cheefe, and 
a gold laced hat, (which Naimbana feemed 
much pleafed with; Falconbridge began^ 
by explaining what advantages would ac- 
crue to his Majesty, and to all the in- 
habitants round about, by fuch an efta- 
blilhment as the St. George's Bay Com- 
pany were defirous of making ; the 

good they wilhed to dp — their disinterested- 
ness in point of obtaining wealth, and con- 
cluded by expoftulating on the injuftice 
and impofition of difpoffeffing the late fet- 
tlers of the grounds and houfes they oc- 
cupied, which had been honeftly and 
honorably purchafed by Captain Thompfon 

of 
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of the Navy, in the name of our gracious 
Sovereign, his Britannic Majefty. 

That it was unufual for Engliflimen to 
forego fulfilling any .engagements they 
made ; and they held in deteftation every 
perfon fo difpofed. 

He then entreated the King would ufe 
all his might to prevent any unfavourable 
prejudices which a refufal to reinftatethe 
Settlers, or to confirm the bargain made 
with Captain Thompfon* might operate 
againft him in the minds of his good 
friends the King of England and the St. 
George's Bay Company, 

The King {aid he liked the Englifli in 
preference to all white men> tho' he con- 
fidered every white man as a rogue, and 
confequently few them with a jealous eye $ 
yet, he believed the Englifli were by far 
the honefteft, and for that reafon, nou 
withftanding he had received more favors 
from the French than the Englifli, he 
liked the latter much beft* 

He was decidedly of opinion, that all 

contra&s or agreements between man and 

man however disadvantageous to either 

party jhould be binding; but obferved, 

~>D he 
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he was hastily drawn in to difpofe of land 
to Captain Thompfon, which inJaB he had 
not a right to fell, becaufe fays he, 4C this 
is a great country, and belongs to many 
people — where 1 live belongs to myfelf— 
and I can live where I like; nay, can 
appropriate any unhabited land within my 
dominions to what ufe I pleafe; but it is 
neceffary for me to obtain the confent of 
my people, or rather the head man of 
every town, before 1 fell any land to a 
white man, or allow ftrangers to come 
and live among us." 

u I should have done this you will say at 
Jirst — Granted — but as I difobliged my 
lubjeQs by fuffering your people to take 
poffeffion of the land without their appro- 
bation, from which caufe I tots not able 
to proteft diem, unlefs 1 hazarded civil 
commotions in my country; and as they 
have been turned away — it is beft now — 
they Ihould be replaced by the unanimous 
voice of all iaUwrefted. 

" J am bound from what I have here- 
tofore^done, to give my utmoft fupport ; 
and if my people dd not acquiefee, it fhall 
not be my fault." 

Here 
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Here Falconbrigde, interrupting the 
King, faid— c < The King of the Englilh will 
not blame your people, but load yourfelF 
with the ftigma; it is King Naimbana who 
is oftenfible to King George — and I hope 
King, you will not fall out with your good 
friend." 

This being explained by Mr. Secretary 
Elliotte^ his Majefty was fome moments 
filent — when clafping Falconbridge in his 
arms, told him — " / believe you and King 
George are my good friends — do not fear, 
have a good heart, I will do as much as 
1 can for you." 

They then {hook hands heartily, and 
Naimbana retired, 1 fuppofe to his Pe- 
gininee wontans house r but prefently re- 
turned dreffed in a fuit of black velvet, 
except the ftockings, wlych were the fame 
as before. 

I oftea had an inclination to offer my 
fervices to clofe the holes : but was fear- 
ful leaft my needle might blunder into 
his Majesty's leg, and ftart the bloofl, for 
drawing the blood of an African King, 
•I am informed, whether occafioned by 
accident or otherwife, is punifhed w^th 

• * D z death. 

# * 
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death : the dread of this only prevented 
me. 

We were now invited to walk and fee 
the town, while dinner, was preparing. 

It confifts of about twenty houfes ir- 
regularly placed, built of the fame ma- 
terials, but in a fuperior way to thofe of 
Adam's town ; — the whole of them are 
either occupied by the King's wives and 
fervants, or appropriated as yarehoufes. 

I faw feveral of his wives, but his Pc- 
gininee woman is a moft beautiful young 
girl of about fourteen. 

None of them are titled .with the ap- 
pellation of Queen, but the oldeft, who 
I was introduced to, and by whom the 
King has feveral children; one of the 
daughter's, named Clara, is wife to El- 
liotte, and a fon named Bartholomew, is 
now in France for bis education. 

In different parts of the town I obferved 
fome rags ftuck on poles, at -the foot of 
each were placed — perhaps a rufty cutlafs, 
fome pieces of broken glafs, and a pew- 
ter bafon, containing a' liquid of fome 

fort ; 
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fort ; thefe are called Gree Greet, and con- 
fidered as antidotes- againft the Devil's 
vengeance.. 

I was thoughtlefsly offering to examine 
one of them, when Mr. Elliotte re- 
quefted me to defift, or I fhould give 
offence, they being held in a very fa- 
cred point of view. 

We were now led to , the garden, 
vhich was only furnifhed with African 
plants, fuch as pine*, melons, pumpkins, 
cucumbers, Sec. &c* 

The King crtuttfo beautiful pines and 
prefented to me: he then fhewed us a 
large new houfe, at prefent building for 
him, which is after the fame form, and 
of the fame materials with the reft of his 
town, but much larger. 

In our walk we faw many of the 
King's flaves employed in preparing, the 
palm-nut, to make oil from them: It may 
not be amifs here to give you fome de- 
scription of the tjec which produce thefe 
nuts.. 



It 
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It is remarkable ftrait and of a gigantic 
height; the trunk is quite naked, having 
neither limb or bark, for the only branches 
grow immediately from the top, and in*, 
cline their points fomewhat towards: the 
ground, ^ 

This is a, valuable tree, the nut not 
only produces a. quantity of oil, but is 
efteemed excellent food by the natives, 
who alfo extraQ; a liquor from the tree* 
which they call palm wine. 

This I am told Js dcjne by means of 
an incifion in the upper part of the 
trunk, in which a pipe is entered to 
to convey the liquor into bottles placed 
beneath. 

I have tafted fome J of this wihe, and 
do not think it unpleafant when frefli 
^made; it has a fweetifh taftc, and much 
the look of whey, but foments in a few 
days, and grows four — however I really 
think this liquor dift&led wt>uld make a 
dfecent' kind of fpirit.i zsr^ 

Having fee& sill thte rarfee-fhows of Ro- 
bana town, T we~ returned to ti>e -Queens 
houfe to dinner, which was fhortly alter 
put on a table covered with a plain 

calico 
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calico cloth, and confided of boiled and 
broiled fowls, „ rige, and fome gteen*. re- 
fembiing our fpinnage. 

But I fhould tell you, before dinner 
Naimbana again changed his drefs for a 
fcarlet robe embroidered with gold. „ 

Naimbana, Elliotte, Falconbridge, and 
inyfelf, only fet down; the Queen ftood 
behind the King eating an onion I gave 
her, a bite of which (he now and then 
indulged her Royal Consort with : filver 
forks were placed on the King's plate, 
and mine, but no where elfe. 

The King is rather above common 
height, but meagre withal; the features 
of his face refemble a European more 
than any black I -have feen ; his teeth are 
moftly decayed, and his hair, or rather 
wool, befpeaks old age, which I judge to 
be about eighty j he was feldom. without 
a fmile on his countenance, but I think his 
fmiles were fufpicious. ; 

'He gfrve great attention while Falcon- 
bridge was fpeakirig, for though he does 
not fpeak our language, he underftands* a 
good deal of it; his anfwers were flow, 
and oh the whole tolerably reafonable. 
' The 
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The Queen is of a middle ftature, iplump' 
and jolly; hen temper feems placfd and 
accommodating; her teeth are bad, but 
1 dare fay fee has' otherwife been a 
good looking woman in her youthful 
days. , 

I* fuppofe her now to be about forty- 
1 five or fix, at which age women are con- 
fidered old here. 

She fat on the King's right hand, 
while he and Falconb ridge were in con* 
verfation; and now and then would clap- 
her hands, and cry out Ya hoo, which, 
fignifies, that's well or proper. 

She was dreffed in the country man- 
ner, but in a dignified ftile* having feve- 
ral yards of ftriped taffety wrapped round 
her waift, which ferved as a petticoat; 
another piece of the fame was care- 
lefsly thrown over her fhoulders in form 
of a fcarf; her head was decorated with 
two filk handkerchiefs; her ears with, 
rich gold ear-rings, and her neck with 
gaudy necklaces; but the had. neither shoes 
nor stockings am * 

Clara was dreffed much after the fame 
. way, but her apparel was not quite of 

fuchi 
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fuch good materials as the Queen's : Mr. 
EUiotte apologized after dinner, that for 
want of sugar they could not offer tea 
01 coffee. 

The tide ferving, and approaching 
night obliged us to reimbark and return 
to this place. 

On the whole I was much pleafed 
with the occurrences of the day ; indeed, 
methinks, I hear you faying, ," Why the 
week mind of this giddy girl will J>e quite 
intoxicated with the courfefy and atten- 
tion paid her by fuch great folks;" but 
believe me, to whatever height of fel& 
confequence I may have been lifted by 
aerial fancies, overpouring fleep pre- 
vailed, and clouding all my greatnefs — 
I awoke next morning without the fligheft 
remains of fancied importance. 

The news of our arrival having by this 
time circulated through different parts of 
the country,. we found feveral, who either 
excited by curiofity or fome other caufe* 
had come here to pay their obeifance, or 
as the Africans term it, make service to us ; 
but there was none of note or quality 
worth naming among thofe vifitors, except 
an elderly man called Pa, or Father Boson, 

^ha 
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who is the head man of a confiderable 
town about fifty miles up the river, and 
who, guided by the impulfe of a good 
hearty invited the wretched exiles in the 
hour of diftrefs to refuge at his place* 
which was excepted by the greater part, 
who have been foftered and prete&ed ever 
fince by the almsdeeds of this good old 
man; he was habited in ^ white linen 
furplice, and a cap of the fame, and 
made, I affurc you a reverential appear- 
ance, 

I am told this is the drefs of a nation 
in the interior country, called Mundin- 
goes ; but Pa Bofon is aot a Mundinga 
nimfelf. 

He refpe&fully accofted me in broken 
Englifti, and bending his knee,, offered 
me his right hand fupported under the 
elbow by his left. 

I held out my hand which he fl'ghtly 
touched, and then repeated the fame to 
Fakonbridge : he was now invited to be 
feated under the awning we had ere&ed 
over the Lapwing's deck — when he detail- 
ed a moll pitiable account of fufferings 
and hardfhips which the unfortunate 
people had undergone) but he faid 
there were many bad people among 

them, 
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them, who had abufed his kindnefs by 
ingratitude. 

Falconbridge and myfelf endeavoured 
what we could to convince him we were 
highly' pleafed with his behaviour; but 
as words aie not fufficient to convey 
thankful acknowledgments in this coun- 
try, Falconbridge confirmed the at 
furances we made by a prefent of a 
quantity of nim, and fome hard ware, 
and a 4 promife to reprefent his conduct 
to the St. George's Bay Company, in a 
proper light, which he was certain would 
induce them to make a more ample re- 
compence at a future time. 

Well pleafed with his reception, and 
fomewhat enebriated with the effefts of 
repeated glaffes of fpirits he' had taken, 
Pa Bofori left us; but firft . promifing 
faithfully he would befriend u§ all in his 
power at the ,ralaver f , 

He travelled with much feeming con- 
fequence : his canoe was longer than our 
cutter, and manned with fourteen people, 
viz. ten oarsmen, a cockfwain, two poig 
nard bearers, and another who beat time 
on a flat founding drum to a fong given 
out by the cockfwain, and re-echoed. by 

* the 



( 48 ) 

the oarsmen; the fong I am told was ex* 
preffive of praifes to their Chief, and 
of their fatiafaQion for the treatment 
they had received from us. 

The following day we vifited a fmall 
ifland named Taffo, oppofite to Bance 
ifland, at about one mile and a half dif- 
tance. 

This is a well wooded ifland and I 
fliould fuppofe if cultivated would be a 
fruitful one .* 

It fupplies Bance ifland with water, 
which is remarkable fine, and the prefent 
holders of the latter claim a right to 
this alfo, but upon what grounds I cannot 
fay. 

Approaching the fliore I faw many 
monkies playing on the beach and catch- 
ing fmall filh at the edge of the water, 
but they all ran away as we drew near ; 
being informed there was no danger to 
be apprehended from wild beafts of prey, 
we penetrated fome diftance into the 
woods. 

In 



* A fmall part of this Ifland is now planted 
with, cotton, coffee, and. fugar cane, for account 
of Mefirst Andcrfons, 
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In our walk we faw many pine apple* 
find lime trees, the fpontaneous produc* 
tlon of the country, and a variety of birds 
beautifully pluiried, btu none that fung* 

We Were alfo treated with the- perfumes 
oif Fragrant aromatic plants, aftd indeed 
were vaftly delighted and entertained* 
though I felt fatigued, with our per- 
ambulation. 

The next day* We went up the river, 
about twelve miles, to fee a fecret or 
feferved faftory belonging toBance Ifland 
at a place called Marre Bump, but out 
curionty had ^arly led Us into a ferioua 
{crape. 

falconbridge negle&ed to obtain pen* 
xhiffion,* and confeqiiently had no fand- 
tion* from the Proprietors. 

'After landing we walked, at lead half 
a mile on a narrow path* through amazing 
thick woods before we reached the houfes; 
as foon as the inhabitants perceived us, 
the women took to .their heels And raft to 
the wbodsi the men flew to afmS, and in a 
inoment we were met by mbre thatvttventy 
huge fellows armed with guns* piftoli and 
tutlaffea, . 
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We wer s e four in number, viz. Fal- 
conbridge, the mafter of the cutter, a 
Black man and myfelf ; our Black fpok« 
to them in their own language — they 
would not liften to him ; but faid, if we 
did not return immediately the way we 
came, they would put us all to death, 

v It is eafier for y6u to imagine what 
horrors thofe threats occafioned, lhan for 
me to point them out. 

Finding argument fruitlefs, we put 
to the right about, and haftened to our 
boat; they, following, flanked us on each 
fide of the road, watchfully obferving our 
motions till they faw us clear off, when, 
as a mark of exultation, they discharged 
their muikets over our heads, and made 
the woods ring with peals of triumphant 
clamor. 

Retovering from my fright a little, I 
could not help, you maj' fuppofe, ex- 
ulting (though in a different way) as well 
as the lavages. x 

My lieart overflowed with gratitude, 
to the Author of its animation, for our 
providential efcape. 

Returning 



( 5* ) 

Returning down the river, we obferved 
numbers of orange trees, a clufter of them, 
overloaded with fruit, invited us on fhore, 
and after gathering what we chofe, made 
the beft of cur way, and arrived here 
before night. 

Tlirefe days are now elapfed fince our 
expedition to Marre Bump, during which 
time I have confined myfelf moftly on 
board, occupied in writing this letter. 

It has been, really, a fatiguing job, be- 
ing obliged t6/ fit in bed with a book 
placed on my knee, which ferves for a 
writing deft 5 but I was determined what- 
ever the ineonveniencies might be, not 
' to let flip an opportunity, as I find they 
but feldom offer. 

I lament the Palaver is not over, that 
J might give you my account of an African 
Court, but my next will remedy this lofs; 

Mr. Elliotte has informed us the 
Chiefs will be at Robana the day after 
to-morrow, when Falconbridge is defired 
to. attend ; I (hall accompany him, and 
long to know the refult. 

Adieu, Heaven blefs you, <&c. &c. 

•• E'a LETTER 
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LETTER III. 



Granville Town, Sierra Lione^ 
/ May 13, 1791. 

My dear Friend^ 

Occasional vifits to Bance 

Ifland, unattended -by any important 
Occurrence worth troubling you with, 
and; a continual concourfe of ftrangers, 
making their African conppliments, en- 
groffed two days interval between the 
date of my laft letter^ and our lecpnd 
expedition to Robana ; when we fe$ out, 
in a boat and four hands, taking with 
us plenty of fpirits for the common 
people, and a little wjne for the Kipg 
and his ^ffociates. , 

When we came in fight of thp Tpwj), 
Multitudes of people thronged tp the 
Beach* : 

Mr. Elliotte met us at the boat, and 
the croud formed au avenue, through 

which 
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whicli he conduflted us to the Queen's 
houfe, amidft filch thundering accla- 
mations, that it was almofl impoflible to 
hear one or other fpeak. 

The King and Queen met us at ths 
door, and feemed to give us a hearty 
welcome* 

We were then ufhered in, and yUfo- 
duced in general terms to the company, 
confifting of the parties who were to 
compote the Court, (and a multiplicity 
of women,] their wives, daughters, and 
attendants. 

Having feated ourfelvea, and wafted 
almofl: an hour in receiving the civilities 
of fhaking hands with every individual 
in the room, the members of the Court 
then took their feats, round the large 
table we dined off, when firft there ; 
which was' now foyered with a greex* 
cloth. 

The King fat at the head of the table 
In an old arm chair : on his right way 
his fecretary* and on his left h» Palavar 
man; of, as the office is termed in- 
England, his Attorney general : the other 
Chiefs appeared to feat themfelves by 
Eft fentorityj 
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feniorityj the ol deft next the Thnne> 
if I may fo term the old chair. 

The King wore his b*t f which was 
the gold laced one Falconbridge gave 
Jura. . • 

On the table was placed wme and 
rum, of which every one helped him- 
feff plentifully. 

I was aftonifhed to Tee, not only the 
men, but women drink rum in half 
pints at a" time, as deliberately as I 
would water. 

After amuGng themfelves fome time 
in this way,, Mr. Palaver Man gtft up, 
bending his right knee, prefented his 
Majesty with fome Cola* from the crown 
of his. hat, then retired to the oppofitq 
end of the, table* when he opened the 
bufinefs of the day, by a fpeeeh of at 
leaft an hour and a half long; it be- 
ing in their pwrv language. I,, erf courfe r 
did not underftand a woto* bpf during 

the 



• * A fruit mvtch c&ecn&d' m Africa, notuttfik* 
a iiorfc chefout, but jfooieMchat {larger* It is an s*~ 

client bitter. m - 
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the time he fpoke, there was the greateft 
filence and attention jobfervecL 

The next fpokesftian* was King Jemmy, 
wto previoafly went through the fame ce- 
remony his predeceffor had done : whether 
this man's language was .eloquent or not f 
I cannot be a judge, but his vociferation 
was enough to deafen one ; though I had 
reafon to think .what he laid gave great 
fatisfaftion to the by-ftanders, who fre- 
quently interrupted, him by clapping of 
hands and fhouts of, Ya Hoo I Ya Hoo / 
YaJfoo ! and other tokens of applaufe. 

My heart quivered with fear leaft they 
tnight.be forming fome treacherous con- 
trivance : I could not fconceal the urieafri 
nefs it felt : My countenance betrayed me*. 
a fhower of tears bntft from my eyes, and 
I fivooned into hyftericks* 

Recovering in a' fliort time* I obferved. 
every and aiouad* trfeatmg me Vith the 
utmaft kindnefs^ and endeavouring to- 
convince me that neither infult or in^ r 
jury would be offered us : but my fears 
were not to be removed, or even 
checked haftily^ for I had fcarcdy got 
thchetter *rf my fright at Marre Bump* 
v : • *: howevec 
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However I ftruggled to awaken my refolu- 
tion, and colle&ed enough, after awhile, 
to affe& compofure ; but believe me it 
was mere affe&ation : Night was drawing 
nigh, and I folicited Falconbridge to re- 
turn as foon as poffible : He argued, the 
Court had been impeded by the aukward 
fituation my fears had thrown me into : but 
he would fee out time enough to reach 
Bancc Island before dark. 

The Affembly now refumed their bu~ 
finefs* 

One or two members offered Cola to 
the King, which he refufed; a grey head • 
ed old man then made the offer, and 
it being accepted, he took the foot of the 
table, and a few words compleating 
what he had to fay : Mr. Elliotte intimated 
that King Naimbana intended to give 
his fentiments; upon which every mem- 
ber rofe up, and the King continuing 
in his chair, covered, delivered his fpeech 
in a concile, clear, and refpe&able man- 
ner. 

After this Mr. Elliotte acquainted 
Falconbridge the Court could not come 
to one mind that nighty btit it was 

generally 
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generally underftqod, -if he would gtv$ 
fifteen hundred Bars,* they would con* 
firm King Naimbana's engagement with 
Captain Thompfon, and re-eftabli(h hi* 
people. 

Falconbridgf, ; whom you know is aatu^ 
i^lly pf an irritable difpofition, quickened 
at EUioJte's infonp^tio$ ; but had prudence 
enoygh jpply to fay, fye Jhould confide* 
fuch a demand very extravagant, and 
his fmall cargo, which he was defired to 
appropriate smother w>y, would not per- 
mit jnav t° g?y fo much, if he had th$ 

We ifaefr made our congees, and 
took leave of thofe African gentry ; in- 
deed it: was high time, for the liquor 
they bad drank began to operate pow- 
erfully:. Mr. E#iotte and feyeral others 
accompanied us to the boat! in our 
walk thither, he much admired a hand- 
fome fowling piece of Mr. Falconbridge's, 

'which 



. * A Bar i* the nominal *price: of a certain quan- 
tity of £oo«l|, vyhich t^ natives formerly coniidor- 
ed of 4 equal vajue with. a b^r of iron, ; but at prefent 
they do not appear to have any criterion,: tWQ 
pounds of tobacco Is a bar, and two yard? of fine 
India cQttbn, or a yard of rich ftik i« no more. 
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which Falconbridge without hefitation re 
quefted he would accept, thinking fuch an 
immediate fhew of generofity might hare 
a favourable tendency. 

Both of us promif:d to be down again 
the following day, when it was expe&ed 
the Palavar would- be finifhed: out I 
muft be honelt and teU j ou, I was re- 
folved not to viGt Robana again, while 
this mock judicatory lafted. 

About feven o'clock we reached the 
Cutter ; I was almoft famiflied with want 
of food, for I had not eat a morfel the 
whole day : there was not a thing oa 
board, but fah beef, fa hard, we were 
obliged to chop it with an axe, and 
fome mouldy, rotten bifcuits; how- 
ever, fo great was my hunger, that I 
could not help (atisfying it with* fome 
of ihb beef and bread, uncouth a* it 
was, "•»**. 

In the morning I feigned ficknefs, 
and beg'd tp be excufed from attend- 
ing Falconbridge; he theiefore fet out, 
reluCtantly leaving me behind : when 
he was gone, I went on fhore, and 
fpent the day in comfort and pleafant- 
ry, under the h9fpitable roof of Bance 

Jfland 
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Ifland houfe ; where I related the adven* 
tures of the preceding day, which af- 
forded much mirth and glee to the com- 
pany- 

I met one. Rennieu (a Frenchman) 
there; he has a faftory at a faiall Jfland, 
called Gambia, up another branch of 
this River* named Bunch River, whi* 
ther he politely invited me, and made a 
tender of any thing in his power to 
ferve us. 

Before Falconbridge returned, which 
was nbt till between eight and -nine 
o'clock at night, I had not only got on 
board, but in bed, and as he did notafk' 
how I had fpent the day, I did not in- 
form him : he was vexed and out of* 
humor, faid he thought the wretches 
-were only bamboozling him, he believed 
they would do nothing but drink the 
liquor, while; he had a drop to carry 
them, for he was no forwarder than the 
day before. 

^ In this manner he was obliged to re- 
peat his vifits for five fucceflive days, be- 
fore he got their final decifion, which 
however, was at lalt tolerably favorable 
on our fide* 

They 
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Th^y confented to re eftablifh the peo* 
pie, and to grant to the St. George'«Bay 
Company, all the land King Naimbana 
had formerly fold Captain Thompfon ; for 
a paltry confideration, of about thirty 

-- pounds;* and for the good faith and tru« 
performance of the contraft, the King 
(aid he would pledge his fecond fon John 
Frederic, whom Falconbridge might take 
With him to England: In anfwer to this 
offer, Falconbridge told Nainibana, he 
would be very glad to take his fon to 
England,- where he was fure the Company 
would have him educated and treated 

/ kindly without CQnfidering him a hof- 
tage. 

This pleafed the old man vaftly, and it 
was agreed, John Frederic (hall accompany 
us, when we leave Africa* 

The following, or fixth day, falcon- 
bridge had engaged to carry down to 
Robana the ftipulated goods for repuy- 
chafing the land, and by his importuni- 
ties, I was prevailed on to accompany 
him. We arrived early in the morn- 
ing, and having foon made a delivery of 
the goods, which was all the bufinefs 
for the day, I was juk about expref- 
fing a defire to fee fome fait works, 

I learned 
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I learned were upon the Ifland, wKrti 
the King, as though he had anticipated 
my wilhes, enquired if we liked to fe-e" 
them ? if fo, he would walk there with 
Ms : We accordingly went, pafling in 
our way a hamlet or two, inhabited by 
the King's Haves. 

Thefe works lay near a mrle from tfrfc 
town, and are a parcel of fmall holes, 
t)r bafons formed in a low, muddy place ; 
they are Supplied with fea water, which 
the burning fun quickly exhales, leaving 
the faline particles, and by frequent re- 
petition, a quantity of fait is thus accu- 
mulated, which the King conveys into, 
and difpofes of in the interior country, 
for flaves. 

- Making this fait is attended With a 
very trifling expence, for none but old, 
Yefust, female flaves, are employed in the 
work, and the profit is confiderable. 

Early in the afternoon we returned 
to Bance Ifland, taking Clara, the wife 
of Elliotte, with tis: She remained whh 
me feveral days, during which I had i 
opportunities (tor I made a point of it) 
to try her difpofition ; I found it irnpe-; 
tuous 3 litigious, and implacable:, I tn-. 
F de&vouied 
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dcavoured to perfUade her to drefs in 
the European way, but to no purpofe; 
£he woujd tear the clothes off her back 
immediately after I put theift on. 

Finding no credit could be gained by 
trying to new fafhion this Ethiopian Prin-* 
cefs, I gotVid of her as foon as poflible. 

Falconbridge now had effefted th£ 
grand object ; he was next to colle6l , 
and fettle the ihiferable refugees : no 
time was to be loft in accomplifhing 
this ; the month of February was nearly 
fpent, only three months of dry wea- 
ther retnained for them to clear their 
land, build their houfes, and prepare 
their -ground fcr a crop to fupport them 
the enfuing year ; he therefore difpatched 
a Greek, who came out in the Lapwing, 
with fome of the blacks, up to Pa Bofon's, 
to gather and bring down the people, . 
while we went In the Cutter, taking a 
few who were at Bance Ifland, to locate 
an eligible place, for the fettlenlent. 

The fpot they were driven from, was t 
to be preferred to any other part ; but , 
by treaty it was agreed they fliould not 
fettle there : /Thtre were other fituations 
nearly as good, and better considerably* 

than 
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than the one fixed on; but immediate 
convenience was a powerful inducement. 

Here was a fmall village, with feven- 
teen pretty good ' huts, which the na* 
tivfcs had evacuated from a perfuafion 
they were infefted by fome evil fpirits; 
but as they made no obje&ion to our 
occupying them, we gladly took poffef- 
fion, confidering it a fortunate circutn- 
ftance tp have fuch temporary fhelter for 
the whole of our people. 

When thofe from Pa Bofon's Jiad 
joined us, Falconbridge called them all 
together, making forty-fix, including men 
< and women ; and after reprefenting the 
chaHtable intentions of his coming to 
Africa, and iffuing to them fuch cloath- 
ing as were fent out in the Lapwing ; 
he exhorted in the moft pathetic lan- 
guage, that they might merit by their 
induftry and good behaviour the notice 
now taken of them, endeavour to remow 
the unfavourable prejudices that had 
gone abroad, and thereby deferve furw 
ther favours from their friends in Eng^ 
land ; who, befides the cloaths' they had 
already received, had fent them tools of 
all kinds, for cultivating their land, alfo 
arms and ammunition to defend : thorn* 
F 2 felves, 
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felycs, if neceffary ; that theTe article^ 
would be brought on fhore when they 
got a ftorehoufe built; where they 
would be lodged for their cfommon good v 
^nd occafional ufe; he then coi:cli^de<J \ 
this han^ngue by favine,-^-he named / 
,the place GRAN VILLe' TOWN, after ! 
their friend and beaefa&or, Granvillb"' \ 
Sharp, Efq. at whole inft ;nce they were ; 
-provided wuh the relief now afforded. / 
-thennu / 

m ■ • | 

-f~ y I never did* and God grant I never \ 
f m&y again, witnefs fo much mifery as 
il was forced to be a fpe&ator of here*: 
.Among the outcafts were feven of our ~ 
country women, dtferepid with difeaie* 
and fo difguifed with filth and dirt^ 
! that h fhould never have fuppofed they 
j were born white ; add to this, almoft 
' i naked from head to foot ; iri fhort, their 
. , "appearance was fuch as I think would 
extorf compafTion from the moll callous 
farart ; but I declare they feemed infen- , 
fiJble to ihame,. or the wretchednefs of 
.*foeir fUu^tion themfelves ; I begged they 
jiyoidd get wafbed, $nd gave therrt what 
dUiaths I. ecu d conveniently fp«re : ; FJU 

• Vonbfidge. bad a hut Appropriated a* 

• a ho fpital, .where they were kept f<pp*- 
'i^|e. from th^otl>er fettiejs^ and by 



^ his attentipn and care, jhey recovered 
in a few weeks. \ • 

-h always fuppofed thefe people -Jiad 
been, tranfported as convi&s, but fome 
. conversion I lately had with one of 
-the ; worsen, has partly undeceived me : * 
She faid, the women were moftly of 
that defcription of perfons who walk 
the ftreets of London, and fupport them* 
felves by the earnings of proftitution; 
that men were employed to colleft and 
conduft 'them to Wapping, where they 
were intoxicated with liquor, then in- 
veigled on board of fhip, and married 
to Black men, whom they had never feen 
before; .that the morning after flie was 
married, (he really did not remember 
a fyllatJe of what had happened bver 
night, . and when informed, was obliged 
to inquire who was her husband? Aftfer 
this, to the time of their failing, th€y 
were amufed and buoyed up by 2? pro- 
digality of fair promifes, and great expec- 
tations which awaited them in the coun- 
try they were going to : " Thus,*' in j 
her own words/ " to the difgrace of ( 
my mother country, upwards of on? 
hundred unfortunate wbmen, were fcs 
duced from England to praftice their 
F 3 iniquities 
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/ iniquities more brutifhiy in this £orridJ 
/ country ."-4- ' "■'-."■ 

Gcxxl heaven ! ■- h^w the relation of thjs. 
^le m*de me fhudder; — I, queftioned . 
its veracity/ and enquired of the oth^r 
; women who exaQly corroborated what 
X hadf'' heard,; nevertheless, I cannot 
Altogether reconcile myfelf to 'believe 
it;. for,it is. fcarcely poflible thae the 
Britifh Government, at tilts advanced and* 
enlightened, age, envied and admired 
fe it is by the univerfe, could be Ca- 
pable of exercising or countenancing 
~tuch a Gqthic infringement oil Emrfan< 
liberty. 

.£mmediatery after we had' fixed ot* 
;(^lis ^Place for the fett'Iement,, I fingiefl? 
<q#: oi*£ of the beft huts for my own re- 
.ftci^nc ; wfiere J, remained nigh a month, 
though; I did not fkep on fhore the 
yy*lv le time : About a. fortnight Itcon- 
tjriu^d/ to go oh board the Cutter at, 
nighty when it was nec^ffary ta fend 
\ z%ex tP $*n.*:e Iflihd^. I. then had a rktnjir 
f% „QjF hcdftead, r n6t umike an hofpital era- 
, , dje^prcfled, in. *p£ hovel; but the want- 
^£#'$19* was fpra^e inconv niencey. ari*d£ 
.3fs bj> dea! v or 4 other .ttparefs^ '6oulcb.be 
c %p<&ux&&$oxJh£, puspaie^ Umz&Q a*coi*n-~ 
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Try mat 1 fiippty the place — for Tr\6vt find 
His heceffary ; to accommodate mvfelf -to-\ 
whatever J meet \uth, there 1 bnng bat v 
ffewconvenienciesor accoraxiK>dating things 
in this part of Africa, 

The river abounds \vith fine fi(h> audi 
/we get abundance of them; which, with 
rice, Wild deer, and Tome poultry, forms- 
jny commonJFood fiifce 1 came to^Granville* 

Town., 

j . / » ■ ' . r - - 

ft) fbmethrng lefs than four weeks we* 
got a large ftore houl& and federal addi* 
tiorial huts for the feeders built, and had* 
the goods landed from the Lapwing- — they 

'coiriHl 1 chfefly of ironmongery; fuch as- 
biackfmiths and plantation <ools f a prodi- 
gious number of childiens trifling half- 
ficnnfknivts, an 1 fome few* <dk>2£tt dciffar** 

{m the fame dtfeription* 

' x X am ^charitable cnozrgK to think the fo«*~ 
trolent gentleman % who pure hafed chofe. goods,* 
hada d ubte purpofe in vie i vv viz 'foxferv«- 
bt£ irfter from whom he bought them>~arictl 
"the peribns^ to whom they : are fctn^feiufc 
oertamly. he- *as unacquainted^ with the.- 
quality of ihe latter, miclesv-on Ijeimiiilk 
fcdy<e knowathey* were, very improper gifts* 
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Apart of the ftore-hpufe beiog. parti- 
tioned off for us, we took up our abojje* 
there whenever it was ready for our 
; reception — it is rather larger, and confe- 
quently more cool,, which is the only 
preference I can give it to th* laft habi- 
tation. 

The men all do duty as militia, and 
wehavea.cqnftant giiard kept during the 
night; but the natives feem to (head this 
fpot fo much, that we fee very few, and 
: I really tbinjk we have lefs»to fear from 
-them than our own people, who are ex- 
itremely turbulent, and fo unruly at- 
tunes, that with difficulty Falconbridge can 
affuage them, or preferve the leaft de* 
corum. 

He was deftred by the Company to 
build a fort;, and they fent out fix 
pieces of cannon, which are now on board 
the Lapwing — but omitted to fend car~ 
riagcs, and confequently the guns are 
ufeletfs; though if they were compleat, 
falconbridge thinks it would not be pro- 
:dcnt to truft them wkh the prefcnt fettlers, 
r from a belief that they njight apply them 
improperly. 

He is alfo requefted by his mftru&ion* 
-Ao colleft as many famples of country 
> production* 



( % > 

-produftions as he can, and he wifhed to 
employ 1 fame of the people in that way, 
btit none would give their fervices for lef* 
*than half a guinea per day, which price 
he has been forced to pay them; this i% 
the greateft inftance of ingratitude I ever 
•met with* 

i We were alarmed a little while fince by 
dreadful fhouts, in the vicinity of our 
town, and fuppofed the natives meant to 
attack us; immediately Falconbridge 
armed his mil:tia, and marched out to* 
wards where die noife was beard, they 
bad not gohe far when they met three or 
*fiw* Panyarers, or man thrves, jufl in 
*ihe a&bf ironing a poor victim they had 
'Caught "hunting, and the fhouts we 
beard proved to be rejoicings of the ban- 
ditti* - 

r FakonbriJge did not think h.advifa- 
Wfcto refcue tte prifoner by force, or to 
iiiterfeTe futthet thai what words would 
xio; and' as fome of the Panyarers fpoke 
Englifh, he remonftrated againft the . de- 
*ilith- deed <hey were committing*, but xo 
little effefct. 

I , ' < t \:-'. r.\. t / . 

They Taid fomebtfdy belangiog^to the 
jrifoner^ town had injured -them* and k 

was 
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'was the cuftom of their country to r«- . 
taliate on any perfon living in the fam£ 
place with an offender, if they could noft 
get himfelf, which the prefent cafe was an 
example of. . 

They then carried him away, and ,in a*H 
probability this man will be deprived of 
his liberty while he lives, by the barbarous 
xuftoms of his country, for the imaginary 
offences of another. 

I omitted mentioning in my laft letter, 
^that the day after we arrived ( at Bance 
Jfland, Mr. William Falconbridge^ in con- 
sequence of a trifling difpute with his bro* 
,ther* feparated/ from us, and went inU> 
the fervice of Meffrs. Anderfon's, |>ut his 
constitution was not adapted for this unhof- 
-pitable climate. . ^ 

. He went down the ccaftto York ifland, 
in the river Sherbro, about twenty leagues 
diftance, where he was tinavdidably ex- 
fjofed to the fe verity of the w^ath^r, frQm 
-which he got a fever and although he 
immadiateiy xetucned to IJance Ifland, 
and had every affiftance adminiftered ; 
yet, I am forry to fay, the irrefiftible 
conqueror, Death, made all endeavours 
iruitlefs,. and. hurried, .hip. to eternity 
t~ yefterday^ 
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yfefterday, after a fhort illnefs of fou** 
days. ; i 

The tornados, or thunder fqualls, which 
fet in at this feafori of the year, preced- 
ing the continued rains, have commenced 
fbme time, the vivid intenfe lightning, 
from difmal black clouds, make them aw- 
fully beautiful; they are accompanied with 
violent winds and heavy rains, fucceeded . 
by an abominable ftench from the earth, 
and difagreeable hidings and noifes from; 
frogs, crickets, and many other infers 
which the rains draw out, 

Miifquettos alfo are growing fo trouble- 
fome, as to oblige us to keep continued 
fmokesin and about the houfe. . 

I have not feen any ferpents, Jbut am 
told there are abundance, and fome very 
venomous. 

Here are a vaft variety of beautiful li-, 
zards conftantly about the door catching, 
ilies: and I have often feen the changea- 
ble camelion. 

We have not yet been troubled by 
any of the ferocious wild beafb which- 
inhabit the mountains of Sierra Leone; 

but 
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but I understand there are numbers, bofcti 
tygers and lions, befides divers othetf 
kinds. 

I have now hi fpirits an u&comroon 
infefl, which was caught here a day or 
two ago, in the aQ of flinging a Lasear^ 
(one of tne (Ittlers ; it is rather larger 
than a locuft, covered with a tortoife co* 
loured lhell, has forceps like a loblter, 
and thin tranfparent wings like a fly ; the 
bite has thrown the poor Lafcar into a 
dreadful fever, which I fear will cany 
him off. 

I have three monkies, one a very hand- 
f6me Capuchin* with a fulphur coloured 
beard of great length. 

Nature feems to have been aftonifh- 
ingly fportive in tafte and prodigality 
here, both of vegetable and animal pro* 
duftions, for I cannot Air out without ad- 
miring the beauties or deformities of her 
creation* 

Every thing I fee is entirely new to 
me, and no withftanding the eye quickly 
becomes familiarized, and even fatiated 
with views which we are daily accuftomed 
to; yet there is fuch a variety here as to 
afford a continual zed to the fight, 

To 
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To be frank, if I had a little agree- 
able fociety, a fewr comforts, and could 
cnfure the fame good x health 1 have 
hitherto enjoyed, I fhould not be againft 
fpending fome years of my life in Africa; 
but wanting thofe fweeteners of life, I cer- 
tainly wifti to return to where they may 
be had. 

, When that will be, is not in my power 
at prefent to tell ; but if I hare a 
chance of writing to you again, I then 
may be able; in the interim accept an 
honell farewel from 



Your affe&ionate, &c# 



LETTER 



( 
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LETTER IV. 

Granville T6Wn, Junt 8, 1791^ 
" My dear Madam^ 

OlNCE nly laft I have been to 
the French Fa6lory, vifited feveral neigh- 
bouring towns, and made myfelf a little 
intimate with the hiftory, manners, cuf- 
toms, &c. of the inhabitants of this part 
of Africa, which, it feems, was firfl dis- 
covered by the Portuguese, who named 
it Sierra de Leone, or Mountain of Lions. 

The traft of country new called Sierra 
Leone, is a Peninfula one half the year, 
and an ifland the other — that is, during 
the rains the Ifthmus is overflowed. 

The river, which was formerly called 
Tagrin^ now takes its name from the 
country; atits entrance it is about ten 
miles from one Proifiontory to the other, 
but here, it is fcarcely half that diftar.ee 

, acrofs, 
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acrofs, and a few miles , higher up it 
becomes very narrow indeed. 

It is not navigable fof large veffels 
any higher than Bance Ifla"hd, but fmall 
craft may go a great diftance up. 

Befides the iflands I have mentioned, 
there are feveral others, uninhabited, be- 
tween this and Bance Ifland, 

Granville town is fituated Jn a pretty 
deepbay, on the fouth*fide of the river, 
about nine miles above Cape Sierra Le- 
one,* fifteen below Bance Ifland, and fix 
from Robana. 

Half a mile below us is the town of 
one Pa Duffec ; two miles lower down is 
King Jemmy's ; and beyond him is Queen 
Yamacubbas 9 and two or three fmall places; 
a mile above us Signior Domingo lives, and 
a little higher one Pa Will. 

I have been at all thefe places, and 
find a great fimiliiude in the appearance 
of the people, their behaviour, mode of 
living, building, amufements, &c. 

G 2 The 

* The Cape lies in 8. 28. N. Lat.— 12. 30. 
W.'Loo. 
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The men are tall and flout* and was it 
not that their legs are generally-final! in 
proportion to their bodies, and fomewhat 
crooked, I fhould call them well limbecf . 



,*. 



The ttfccfi? of treating fnfttnts till they 
are able to wal&i accounts for their being 
bandy legged; 

A few days aftet a wotnatn is delivered,' 
fhe takes her child on her back to where* 
ever her vocation leads her, with both 
its legs buckled round her waift, and the 
calves preffed to her fides, by uhich 
means the tender bones are forced from 
their natural fhape, and get a curve 
that never after grows out ; and thus, the 
infant is cxpofed either to the fcorcfflhg 
fun, or any change "of we*th£r tha£hap# 
pens. 

The women are not nigh fo well fhaped 
as the men, being employed in all hard 
labour, makes them robuft and clumfy; 
they are very prolific, and keep their 
hreafts always fufpended, which, after 
bearing a child or two, ftretches out to 
an enormous length ; difgufting to Euro* 
peans, though considered beautiful and 
•rnamental here. 

t 
They 
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They arc riot only obliged to till the 
gtound, and do all laborious work, but 
are kept at a great diftance by the men, who 
feldom fuffer a woman to fit down or eat 

with them. 

* 

The day I dined at King Naimbana's, he 
told me I was the firft woman that ever eat 
►at the fame table with him* 

Great refpeflt and reverence is fhewn to" 
old age, by all ranks of people. 

Polygamy likewife is confide red honor- 
able, and creates conference. 

When an African fpeaks of a great man, 
lie or fhe will fay, " Oh! he be fine man, 
rich too much, he got too much wo* 
mam" 

The higher clafs of people Hereabouts, 
moflly fpeak broken Englifh, which they 
have acquired from frequent intercourfe 
with veflels that come to purchafe flaves* 

They feem defirous to give education 
to their children, or in their own wajr 
of exprefling. it, " Read book, and learn 
to be rogue fo well as white man;" for 
they fay, if white men could not read s 
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•r wanted education, they would be na 
better rogues than Hack gaUkmerh 

I was treated with the utmoft hofpitalitf 
at every town I vifited. 

Their common food is rite, pepper 
pot, or palaver fauce, jalm nuts, and 
palm oil ; with the latter both fexes anoint 
their bodies and limbs daily, though it 
does not prevent them from fmelling vaftly 
ftrong. 

Wherever I Went, there was commonly 
a fowl boiled or broiled for me : I liked 
the pepper pot, it is a kind of foup made 
With a mixture of vegetables highly feafon- 
ed with fah and red pepper. 

Their houfes are much like thofe I , 
have heretofore defcribed, but very low, 
they are irregularly placed, and built 
cfither in a fquare^pr circular form; and 
, as this part of the country is thinly iftfia* 
bited, each town contains very Tew 
houfes. 

1%e inhabitants are chiefly Pagans, 
though they credit fhe exiftence of a 
God, but confider 'him ',' fo good that Ke 
C&riflot do tftdiiv ah injury ; they * thdrel ^ 

fore 



( 79 ) 

x Jbrfc pay homage to the Dm/, from a belief 
that ne is thfe only Supernatural Being they 
have to fear; and I am informed they 
have confecrated places in different parts 
of the woods,, where they make annual fa- 
crifices tojhim. 

'•* Cleanlinefs fc univerfally obferved; 
their fimple furniture, confifting generally 
of a few mats, wooden trenchers and 
fpoons made by themfel ves, are always tidy, 
and their homely habitations constantly 
clean fwept, and free from filth of any 
kind : nor do I think nature has been fo 
unkind to endow thofe people with capa- 
cities lefs fufceptible of improvement and 
cultivation than any other part of the hii* 
man race, 

I am led to form this conjeQure, from 
the quicknefs with which even thofe who 
cannot underftand Englifh, comprehend 
my meaning by geftures or figns, and 
the aptnefs they have imitated many things 
after me. 

Their time is calculated by plantations, 
moons, and days ; the reafon of the firft is, 
they clear a new field once a year, and 
if afked the age of a child,. or any thing 
elle, they will anfwer, fo many plantations, 
' in 



(So) 

in place of years : they regifter their moons 
by notches on apiece of wood, which is. 
carefully hanged up in fomeparticular part 
of the houfe. 

Their chief amufement is dancing : it* 
the evening, men and women aflemble in 
the mod open part of the town, where 
they form a circle, whicli one at a time 
enters, and fhews his fkill and agility, by 
a number of wild comical motions. 

Their mufic is made by clapping of hands, 
and a harfh foundingidrum or two, made 
out of hollowed wood covered with the 
Ikin of a ,goat. 

Sometimes I have feen an inftrumentre* 
fembling our guitar, the country name of 
which is bangton. 

The company frequently applaud or 
upbraid the performer, with burfts of 
laughter, or fome odd difagreeable noife ; 
if it is moonfhine, and they have fpirits 
to drink, thefe dances probably continue 
until the moon goes down, or until day 
light. 

The Timmawf dialefl is commonly fpokf 
here, though the nation lo called is foixie 
diftance to the northward* 

The 
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*TW natives accotint for this in the 
following way. 

Many years ago the Barees, a tribe of 
people formerly living upon the banks of 
the river Sierra Leone, were conquered 
and drove away to other parts of the 
country by the Timmany's, who, having 
poffeffed themfelves of the land, invited , 
many Hungers tp^come and live among 
them. 

The TimrhanyY being again engaged in 
war, which the inhabitants of Sierra Leone 
did not chuffe to join in, they therefore 
alienated the connexion, and declared 
themfelves a diftinQ; nation, and have 
been confidereA as fuch ever fince. 

Etfery chief, or; head man of a town is 
"authorized from the King to fettle local 
difpijtes,: — but when difagreements of con- 
fluence arife between people of feparate 
places, then a' Palaver is fummoned to the 
refidence of the complainant, when the 
King attends or not as fuits him ; but if 
inconvenient to go in perfon, he fends his 
his Pdaver-tnan, who carries the Kiftg's 
fword, cane, or hat, as a fignat pf inauJ 
guration, to his office. 

When 
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When all the parties are met, they en- 
quire into the bufinefs of their meeting, 
and a majority of. voices determine who 
has reason of his or her fide. 

If the crime is fornication, the pti* 
njlhraent is flavery, unlefs the offender 
can ranfom him or herfel£ by paying 
another flave, or the value in goods. 

It is cuftomary when the Judges can- 
riot procure Efficient proof, to oblige 
the party actufed to take a poifonous 
draught, called Red Water — this potion 
is prepared by the Judges themfelves, who 
make it ftrong or weak, as they are in- 
clined by circumftances — if ftrong, and 
the ftomach does not re|e£t it inftanta- 
neoufly, de th foon enfues — but if weak, 
it feldom has any other effeft than a 
common emetic. 

At the laft town I vifited, the head 
man's favorite woman, had a beautiful 
mulatto child, and feeing me take much 
notice of it, he faid, " God amity fen me 
dat peginine, true, fuppofe he no black 
like me, nutting for dat, my woman 
drinkee red water, and fuppofe pegi- 
nine no for me, be dead." 

,1 could 
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I could not help fmilirg at the old 
fool's credulity, and thinking how hap :y 
many of my own countrywomen would 
be to rid themfelvcs of a limilar ftigma, 
fo eafily. 

Grimes of larger magnitude, fuch as 
witchcraft, murder, &c. are punifhed in 
the fame way, i. e. th* criminal is obliged 
to drink of this liquor, uulefs there be evi- 
dence fufficienrly ftrong to acquit or con- 
demn him: when that is the cafe, if con-* 
viQed, he either fuffers death, of is fold 
as a flave. 

On the oppofite fhore lives a populous 
nation called the Bulloms, whofe King I 
had occafion to mention in a former letter. 
I have been at only one of their fettlements, 
a place direQly over againft us, belonging 
to a man named Dean, 

The people appear more inclined to 
induftrythan the Sierra Leonians, which a 
ft ranger may readily difcern^ by a fuperior 
way their houfes are furnifhed in. 

I am told it is a fertile country, and the 
inhabitants make fo much rice, that they 
are able to fell a quantity annually. 

In 
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In 'the neighbourhood of Dean's Town* 
at a place called Tagrin Point, was foiv 
nr ny an Englifh fattpry, belonging to one 
Marfhall ; but he unluckily got into a dif- - 
pute with the natives, who drove him away, 
and pill^ed his goods ; they are a barbar- 
ous implacable let of people. 

This is all the hiftory I have Jearnt of 
the Bulloms, therefore fhall return to my 
own fide of the water. 

We have had heavy tornadoes amd falls 
of rain for feveral weeks, and I yet enjoy 
my health as well, if not better, than I did 
fbr feveral years paft in Europe, 

Deaths are not frequent among the Ba* 
. lives; indeed I have not heard of one fi nee 
we arrived. 

Their national difeafes are few; probably 
anointing themfelves as they do with palm 
oil, makes them lefs liable to evil confe- 
quences from the unhealthy putrid vapour 
that almoft constantly hovers about thefe 
mountains; the poifoQOus effe&s of which 
carries off numbers of foreigners. 

About ten days ago the mafter of the 
cutter went to Bance Ifland, where he 

drank 
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drank too freely, and returning , a little 
indilpofed, fignified a wifli of going to the 
French fa&ory for medical affiftance. 

Falconbridge having had fome differ* 
ence with this man, therefore, • left he 
might wrong conftrue any offers to ferve 
him, without hefitation complied with his 
deGre, and he immediately fet out in the 
cutter to Gambia, Falconbridge and myfelf 
accompanying him. 

The diftance being but fix miles, and a 
Frefh fea breeze, we fopji ran up, 

Mr. Rennieu not only received us with 
the politenefs of a Frenchm?UH,but ( t wi^ 
kindnefs and friendship* 

• ■ • ' * * » 

When he faw the matter of the Lapwings 

he faid to me, " Madam, Captain Kennedy 

.(for that was his name) will never leave 

Africa, but in two or three days time he 

. will come under my big tree" ; * 

I did not inftantly Comprehend him, 
which the Frenchman perceived, and ex- 

}>lained himfelf by faying, 4 ' under the 
arge tree I faw a little diftante of£ was 
the burying ground, &nd" added' he, 
M there is fomething in the countenance 
- H of 
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bt ttefinfcdy dehbtihgliia dfftMution to hi 
Hear at hand* and I ahi pMuaded the 
man canttot Kvfe moit than two or threfc 
days- 1 ' 

I took cate not to mention Of liint t6 
Kenntdy what Mt. Rennieu raid to me, 
felt the forte of imagination might kill him 
;•— however, fn fpite of all bur endeavour^ 
tfcfc prophecy Was fulfilled ; a feVere fevefr 
came on the fame nighty and the fecond 
day he was a Corpfe* 

There Was fro actomttotJatfoh for fleepi 
Ing on lhore at the Fafiory, which Mr* 
KennifeU could offer us-^-we werej, confix 
fytientiyv oWiged to fte^p on boarcL , 

1 Could Dot think of allowing the foot 
fick man to be expofed to the inclemency 
Jrf night bit, ^nd infilled on his takings 
fcirth m thfe tabin-^-nbr could I think of 
fcoritfnuirig in the cafcjn while he Was, ill, 
left his difordef rhlghft be infeQious; ana 
the only alternative was to lay upon deck, 
win the hold. 

The former being, moll preferable* ouf 
teattrefles weffe fpre.d at night under the 
awning* Where <ve lay ; hut I, tbok the pre? 
fcamioh to wrap tnyfelf Up in a flannel 

gowrt* 
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gQwfl* and cover'd my head with a cap of 
t!be fame— was knot for that, in all proba- 
bility, I muft have added to the number 
under Mr. Rennieu's big tree* 

Tor two nights Tve lay on deck, and 
each of them, we were unlucky Enough t<* 
haye violent tornadoes ; during the ftorm 
I threw two lajge blankets over me, and 
tbough the rain penetrated through both* 
yet my flannfel gown and cap intercepted 
• it and prevented me from getting wet,* 
^xcept my feet, which I bathed in fpirits 
Often the tornado was ovter, and thus, I, 
before, efcaped anjr bad confer aences } 
but being 5 iftjder ; the neceflhy of ftaying 
atobther Wght at <3ainbi^ I did not chufef 
tcl experience the godd effe&s of my 
Warifcets a third time, and, accepted an in* ' 
Nation which the Captain of an American 
had made us — to take a bed on boatd hit 

- Immediately alter *fee corpfe was re* 
moved, w« had the I Lapwing fcouned, 
waflied with vinegar, and fmoaked with < 
tobacco and brimltope, to free het from 
every fufpicion of dangerous infeftian. - 
- . . • .-....: i 
I muft avail myfelf of the prefent mo- 
rion to give yoti *mie 4tfcti$tion 'of 
<&mbi*Iftab(ki • - ' > ;■ , ' 

-.:& Hi It 
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It is fmall and low, oot two miles in 
circumference, fituated in the midft of 
fwamps and rparfhes, from whence a con- 
tinued ftench comes fufficient to choak a 
can ion crow — 'tis wonderful how many 
human beings could pitch on fuch a place, 
to live.ij*. 

' The Europeans there have all com- 
plexions as if they were fed on madder 
andfaffrom i^ 

Their manner of living is fiovenly and 
hoggifli, though they feem to have plenty 
of frefh dock, and provisions of almoft 
every kind—they are veiy ina&ive and- 
indolent, wfcich I ^m not .aftonifhed at, 
for fuch muft enfiie from the laflitude 
produced fcy the, unheakhinefs of the 
place. j: , ' ' - ■ * 

The buildings are of mean and diffe- 
fpeQable appearance, being a pile of graft 
andfticks clurqfily put together. 

They have a fa&ory {hip, ami few goods . 
are kept on fliore, from a fear of being fur-, 
prifed and robbed by the natives. 

.Torjtoerty tfye Ifland was prQtefted >y a, 
company of French foldiers, b^the y^ 

n and 
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*nd rapid molality* deterred their |pvjOT*? : 
Hjent from fending ffefli fupplies. 

^♦Renaieu* fowever*'preferve$,a kincLof 
cpnfequence, and keeps his neighbours in 
awe by a puxrib'erjof {trance le^rd^ipaift 
trick* he has learnt, fome pf which he Jhewj 
whenever he has y ifi tors. 

After feeing Gambia, I confider Gran- 
ville Town a delightful fpot, where we 
have none of thofe fwampy low grounds j 
but a reviving Tea breeze that cheeirs u$ , 
every day, which is almoft Ipent before iif 
reaches them; I fuppofe this mull be owinjj 
to the heavy denfe atmofphere that pppofes; 
its progrefs a for diftance cannot be the 
icaufe. . 

Since the rains , commenced, the nighta 
grew alternately cooler, indeed I find a 
blanket very comfortable ; even during the 
dry weather (when I had room to breathe}, 
1 found night many degrees colder than 
day; but it is now, at times* lb cold, that 
J am glad to find a fire. 

This Hidden transition from heat t£ 
cold, and from cold to heat, 2 am 
rather xkfpofed; to think* accounts for* 
the turpitude of the climate* at all events 
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, # it certainly is one of the raoft confiderablc 
caufes. ' ' iJ " ' ' "- 

'From, a fear my inadequatenefs to 
give hiftorical delineations, will expofe 
me to your criticifm, I have to beg you 
will look over any rhapfodies with lenity ; 
this is all I can hbpe for, — that all I 
djead. . T 

Falconbridge thinks of leaving Africa the 
middle of this month; the Jofs of Kennedy, 
yarit of provifions fit for taking to fea, and 
fhe late Mate (now Mifter of the cutter), 
fcnd feveral of our people being fiqk, dif- 
coricerts us a good dealt but we are told 
the rains will be' confrdefrably worfe, and 
every day will render it more dangerous 
and difficult, to get off the coaft: Falcon-- 
bridge is deterfnined to' do his beft, and get 
away as quick as poflible. 

Oh my friend t wh&t happinefs fhall 1 
feel on feeing Old England again ja^nd if it 
pieces God for us o arrive fafe k the diffi- 
culties, dangers, and incbnvenfencekl frsfvfc 
fqrmounted, ^and have yet to encounter, 
will only ferye jne tq laugh 'ku 

' . >; ' " ' LETTER 



f s* ) 



.fl . o - 



LETTER V. 

Lshooh, 5q>i. 50, i7gt»' 
My dear Friend; 
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RAVE many apologies to make 
for not giving you earlier intelligence of 
our arrival ; but my excufes are good ones, 
and ho doubt will convince you my filenqs 
cannot be attributed to the flighted fhadow 
of negligence or forgetfulnefs.* 

v We arrived at Penzance, in Cornwall* 
the sd inftant, when (not being able to 
walk), I was carried m an arm chair by two 
men, to the houfe of Mrs. Dennis^ whq 
^rien<Ugrdinvitfid.us:to (belter updet her hot 
-pliable roofe while we remained there. * 

The hurry and fatigue Of moving, *w&tk 
the r^ftraint one cuftomarily feels, more 
/:.</' orlefr 
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or lefs of, upon going to a ftrange houfc, 
prevented me writing you the firft day; 
but the d ay fub forwent- 1 » wu1l aj follows ; 

My dearest Madam, 

C€ I AM returned to this bleffed land; 
join with me in fervent prayer and thankf- 
givijag t*% the' Author jof all good works, 
for his miraculous prote&ion and gctod-* 
nefs during a circuitous paffage of nigh 
three months, replete 'withlh2drdlhip&'; un- 
precedented, I believe in any voyage* 
heretofore related, the particulars of which 
Imuft take fon*£ oth*r opport unity to fur- 
xxilh you with*" 

Here I made a full pai^fe j and, affce* 
blinking and re-thinking for nea* half an 
hour, whether I fhould Tabfcribemy npe 
and fend it to the poll, a thought Struck 
. mcr-* 4 Why ! 1 feaM be jit /London in 
eight or ten days, when it will be in mf 
power to fend a narration of what has hap- 

rined fince I laft wrote M». •■„ , » $ and if 
write nciw, I fhiali only excite curiofitjv 
and keep Iher in unpieafaht fufpence fof 
fome time; fo it is bed to poftpone writing: 
<ilMcandoitfatty^ 
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Now, in place of eight 6r ten days, 
it was aim oft three weeks before we 
reached this metropolis } and fince I ar- 
rived, my time has been, wholly occupied 
in receiving inquifitive vifitors, and an- 
fwering a few pertinent, and a number of 
ridiculous queftions. - 

I could make many other reafonable 
pleas, in behalf of my filence, but truft 
what is already faid wi\l be amply fatis- . 
fa&ory; fhall therefore fjrbear making 
any further apologies, and proceed with 
an account of my felf fince I lad wrote to 

JfOU. 

The 16th of hine we went to Robana 
fcq take leave pf the Royal Family, and • to 
receive the young Prince John Frederic 
on board ; all this we accomplished, and 
failed the fame day* 

Nftumbana feemed unconcerned at part- 
ing with his fon, but the old Queen cried, 
and appeared much affe&ed. 

The Prince was decorated* in an oldr 
blue cloak, bound with broad gold lace : 
which, with a black velvet coat, pair of 
^hite fatin breeches, a couple of flairts, 
and two or three pair of trowfers, from a 

cotupleat 
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.compleat inventory of his ftock of cloath^ 
when he left .Africa.* " 

The old man gave John aH the cafh 
he had, amounting to the tnormous sunk 
of eight Spanifli dollars (about thirty- 
five (hillings) ; and juft when we were 
getting under way, fahzted us with twelve- 
guns, from fotjie rufty pieces of cannqn, 
laying on the beach without caniagfc*.* 

The Lapwing was badly e<juip'd for 
fea ; the crew and paflfengers amounted* 
to nine : four of the former were •coa*- ; 
lined with * fevers, consequently there ^ 
were only four, (and but one a failor^ 
to do the fliip's duty. 

Mr. Rennieu gave roe a goat and half 
a dozen of fowls : King NaimbSna put 
i'toupfe of goats 2 and a dozen olf'fpwls 
on board for. his fon. :; * ; ' "'** 

Befides thefe, I pufchafed ferhe^otfltry, 
and whten we failed, cbnfidei;ed ouffelyes 
pofleffed of a pretty goodttocfc, ibnfifting 
q{ three goats, fou$ dozen of fowls,., a 
barrel 1 of flour, half ^ 'Wrel Vdf potl^ t 
and a barrel of beef* 
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We had not been at lea a week, wfieit 
Mil our live flock were wafhed or blown 
overboard, by repeated and* impetuous, 
tornadoes— fo that we had not a thing left 
but the flower and fait provifions ; how* 
jtveT) we were, in hopes of getting in a 
few days to Saint Jigo* one of the Cape; 
DeV»erd Iflands, where the lofs of out 
flock might be replaced* - 

tn this we Were difappdinted* for in* 
Head of a few days, a continued in* 
terruption of calmS and boifterous wea*> 
ther, made it fix weeks before we reached 
that Iflapd; during the whole of which 
time I was confined to my cabin 5 and 
inoflly to my bed, for it rained incel* 
{antlyv 

After being ^bdUt tHfee Weeks, %t fea* 
pur fick got Clear of their fevers* but 
Were To emaciated a& to *be unfit, for any 
duty, except tdtztigy and though there w&s, 
no food fit for convsdeftietit p€rfon& on 
board-, yet the coarfe vi&tsials we had 
flood nft chance with them, and madd" 
it neccfTary to put all hatids to an aU 
lowance.- 4 

\ , f • 

Upon enquiring into the, ftftg-ef oufc 

^jtoyifions, we found they had heen 1 * 

»' vifhly 
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vi&Iy dealt with ; there was .not mate 
than one week's full allowance of meat, 
and fcarcely four days of flour remain- 
ing. 

Thefe were alarming circumftancesj 
for we had two thirds further to go, 
than we had then come, toward Saint 
Jago. 

I did not Telfiftity care for the want 
Of heef or pork, as I had not tafted either 
fince we (ailed from Sierra Leone; but 
I lamented it for others. 

All' hands were reftri&cd to a quarter 
of a pound of beef or, pork* and a fmall 
tea-cup full (rather better than a gill) of 
flour per day. 

What would have been, more dreadful 
we fhould have wanted water, was it not 
for the rains ; the worms having imper- 
ceptibly penetrated our water cafks, all 
th<b water leaked out, except a fmall caflc, 
which would not allow us more than 
a pint each, for three weeks. 

My tea* cup of flour, mixed with a 
Httle rain water and fait, boiled to a 
kind of pap, jwhen the weather would 

•ctmi* 
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admit a fire, otherwife raw, was, he- 
licv£ me, all my nourilhrnent for ten 
days, except once or twice, when fome 
cruel unconfcionable wretch robbed me 
of the homely morfel, I was forced to : 
tafte the beef, 

Thz week before we arrived at St. r 
Jago, our Carpenter, who had l?pen ill, : 
and was on the recovery* relapfed, and 
died in twenty-four hours ; which dsfluiu- 
fiance terrified me exceedingly, le^ftlio^, 
affliSions were to be increafed with fome 
pcftilential difeafe ; however, no fimilar ' 
misfortunes attended us afterwards. 



We arrived at Porta Praya in St Jago, 

~ak 
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I think, the 25th of July, when Falcon : 
bridge immediately we*it on ihore to^ 
obtain fufferance to remain Tthere a few,: 
days, while -be re*viQualled and watered, n 

An officer met him' as he landed, and,* 
conduced him to the chief magiftrate of 
the Port, who lives in a Fort on top^ofjfc 
hill which commands the harboujy ; * -> 

Falconbridge was well received, lib 
requeft granted, and he and myfelf weftk} 

invited to dine at the Fort next day 

but ht was informed) provisions ; w£te 
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not to be had for any price — a fleet 
of European fhips had juft failed from 
thence, and drained the country of al* 
moil every kind of eatable. 

After being fix weeks confined in the 
narrow botinds of the Lapwings cabin, 
and moft of the time in bed, ftd as I 
was upon fcanty wr tched food, notwith* 
ftantfin ■ the benignity of heaven had pre* 
ferved- me from difeafe of any kind, you 
wiil not quell ion my energy of mind and 
body, being confiderably enervated ; in- 
deed, fo enfeebled did I fee* myfelf, that 
it was with much difficulty I accompanied 
Falconbridge to dinner at the CoitfuJ's, 
For fo the Chief Officer of Porto Prayi 
is termed ; but the diflance I had to walk 
was fhort, and with die help of a Portu- 
guefe officer on one fide, and my hufband 
on the pther, I accomplifhed it tolerable 
well. 

The company confided of the Portu- 
guefe and French Confuls, five Portu- 
guefe and two French gentlemen, two 
Portugueie ladies* Falconbridgie, and my- 
felfi 

None of the foreigners fpoke Englifh* 
Xq you will readily guefs we but poorly 

^inufed 
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amufed or entertained each other; 
through' the medium of a linguift who 
attended, any compliments, queftions or 
ahJwers f <&x« &c. werexonveyed ;to and 
fro. 

.Our dinner was very good, and I had 
prudence enough to be temperate,, having 
often heard of fVtal confequences from in- 
.dulgencies in fi mi lar cafes. 

During dinner we had excellent claret 
and madeira,, but no wine was drank after; 
•dire&Iy as the cloth w#s reipoved, tea w^s 
introduced in the mod uncommon way I 
ever faw or heard of before ;: it was brought 
in china mugs, containing three pints each, 
land every perfon was prefented with one 
of thofe huge goblets ' 

I had not tafted i tea for feveral weekv 
ncverthelefs, one third of this quantity jyas 
more than I chafe' to fwallow— but with 
aftonifhment I beheld others make a rapicl 
. finifh of their allowance. 

Having thus Inundated their ftomachs, 
every one arbfe, and our hqft defired the 
linguift to acquaint me they were going 
to repofc tfiemfel ves f6r a while, aftd if I 
was inclined to follow their example, a fofa, 
I 2 1 or 
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or bad was at my Jervice ; being bed fick- 
ened, I declined the offer, and chofe, in 

•preference^ to ftrelch my -feeble limbs with 
gentle walking in a pleafant portico, front- 
ing the fea; for I had gathered ftrcngth 
enough in the few hours I was on fli'ore, 

, to walk alone. 

The company having indulged about an 
hour in their habitual flothfulnefs, re af- 
fembled ; we were invited to take a bed 
on ihore, but Falconbridge learnt, the 
generality -of people were thievHhly dif- 
pofed, and for that reafon did not chufe 
to fleep from the cutter; and you know 
it would have been very uncomfortable for 
me to remain without him, among a parcel 
of ftrangers, when we could not under- 
hand what one or other faid; befides, I had 
Other prudential objeflioiis for not remain- 
ing without Fakonbridge, which the hor- 
ror of our loathfome bark could not con* 
qtjen. :...:.. 

After this, we remained four days in 
Ptoto Prava Road, during which, I went 
oo feore frequently. 

: Tfce town is fituattd on the fame height 
witfttl^efcrt. r ;-' .' 

They 
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They have a Romilh chapel, (for the in- 
habitants are all Roman Catholics) market 
place and jail, built of ftone, and covered 
with (late in the European way — -the other 
buildings are molily of wood and thatch* 
after the African manner. . 

The French Conful ha&.his houfe with** 
die fort, which is a decent good looking 
.building, as is the Portuguefe ConfuTs; 
but this is of ftone, and that of wood. 

The people of moft countries have their 
peculiar modes of habiting themfelves* but 
furely the cuftom of Porto Praya is more 
odious than any other ; — in meeting a hun- 
dred men, tjvo arp npt to be Teen dreffed 
alike — perhaps one will have a coat thrown 
oyer his fhoulders without joccupying the 
fleeves ; another a woman's petticoat drawn 
round his neck, with his arms through the 
pocket holes,, and fo on, except the higher 
ranks* , 

The women dVefs rather more uniform- 
ly; they wear very fhort petticoats, and 
tight jackets, of a coarfe linen; like Ofc 
naburg, but no- fhifts ; I ip$an< the lqwer 
clafs, or natives, who fire moftly black, 
or of mixed complexions; for the few Eu- 
ropean ladies there, are genteely ha* 
1 3, bit6& 
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bited with fine India muffins, and their 
hair neatly plaited, and put up in filk 
nets. 

. 4 * 

A narrow, handfome kind of cotton 
cloth is manufaflured at St. Jago ; I went 
itcroae of the mctfiafaftories, and purchafed 
icveral pieces ; they are in great eftima- 
tion, and fell for a high price — I paid five 
and fix dollars a piece, (about two yards . 
and a half) for thofe I boueht. — The loom 
tbey are wove in refemlftea our garter 
loom. • 

I undterftood the inhabitants raife thehr 
own cotton, and have feveral fmall fugatr 
works, which makes a fufficiency of fugar 
for the eonfumprion of thofe iflands, but 
no quantity for exportation. 

i 

The Governor re fides at a town named 
St. Jago, a confiderable diftance frotn 
Porto Praya, and on the oppofite fide of 
the ifland t which put it out of our power 

to vifit iu 

• • - ' ■ . ■ • ■ t 

i!hc Conful at Porto Praya is his Vice- 

' gerent* but has his authority frofn Por- 

, tugal; there appeared to me a great want 

of government among the people, not- 

wubftand-i 
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^iithftanding a ftrong military force is kjept 
there. 

We got a fuperabundance o£, fine fifl* 
while we remained at St. J ago, which was 
a fortunate circumftance — for our intelli- 
gence refpe&ing the fcarcity of provifioas 
-was' p$rfe6Uy true, - *,.♦;> 

t 

With our utmoft endeavours we could 

. notlprocure but two goats arid two dozen 

of fowls to take with us to fea; and thofe 

I was obliged to jpurchafe with fome of 

my wearing apparel, which was preferred 

to money ; or, I (hduld fay, they wei;e 

. not Xo be had for money, \ t 

Bread and fait provisions were not to be 
bad iti the fmalleft quantity, for any price ; 
however, we £urchafed a number of cocoa 
HUt§,, which, they, have in plenty > v a* a fg!?- 
ftitute for bread, 

' -. • • < 

• . , With thefe trifling and ordinary fea-ftor^s 
Ure departed from Porto Praya* the, 30th 
of July, trufting by (economical; mapagp? 
ment, to make them ferve till we reached 
fome --other port* ■ » . * . 

I recovered my ftrength and fpirit^cpn- 
^fideurably during the fiiort time we were at 

that 
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that place, as did all our fick ; indeed it 
was neceflary and lucky, for it enabled* us 
to contend again ft misfortune, and con- 
quer the hardfhips, and inconveniencics, 
which afterwards attended us* 

- We had fine moderate weather the firft 
twenty-four hpurs, and got the length of 
St. Vincent, one of the fame iflands, yhere, 
falling calm, we came to anchor. 

Som* of the people went on fbore, 
thinking to kill a few birds ; and fuppof- 
ing the ifland uninhabited, it being a ftnall 
barren place, without a tree or Snub of 
any fort, a kind of fern excepted, fo thfct 
no houfes could be there, and efcape our 
notice. 

The boat's crew had fcarcely landed, 
when we were greatly aftonjlhed and alarm- 
ed to behold from the cutter (for we lfty 
no diftance off the (hore) five naked ihwman 
beings, who had juft ftarted up from be* 
hind a Hilloc, running towards tbem— how- 
ever, our fears were quickly abated, by 
; feeing the boat returning. 

The mailer was one that went on ihore, 
and he underftood a little Portuguefe* 
ia which language thefe viftims to bar- 

baribj 
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barity addreffed, and told him, they had, 
feveral months paft, been banifhed from 
qui adjacent ifland, called Mayo, and 
landed where they then were in the de- 
plorable conditioa he beheld them. 

The Lapwing was the firft veffel that 
had anchored there fince their exile- 
ment, and they begged and prayed we 
would take them off — they did not care 
where ! 

This we could not do with any kind 
of difcreetnefs, from the danger of ftar- 
ving them and purfelves. 

They confifted of three pen and two 
women, and we muttered two petticoats 
and three pair of trowfers for them. * 

' I was curious to know fomething more 
of the poor wretches, and went with Fajf 
conbridge arid the Mafter on fhore. 

.- Before we landed, they had retired be- 
hind the hilloc, and we fent forward thei* 
clothing, that they might be djreflfed by 
the time we came up. 

We found them in the aft of- broiling 
fifti over a fire made of dry fern, which 

was 
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was the only fuel they could poflibly 
have. 

Our Skipper afked, if they had any 
houfes ? but was anfwered in the nega- 
tive ; and pointing to (he heaven and the 
earth, fignifying this was their bed, and 
that their covering ; he then enquired, 
how they fubfifted ? and for what they 
were banifhed ? 

To the firft they replied, — When put 
on the IQand, fifhing lines, hooks, _$nd 
implements for ftriking fire, were givjpn. 
them, through which means they fupported 
themfelves ; there was plenty of fifh, and 
a gopd fpring of water ; but faid they* 
** we have not tailed bread fince we left 
Mayo." 

To the fecond, no further anfwer cojild 
^be obtained, than their having offended 
/the Governor or Mayo, who was & Black 
man. 

They were miferably emaciated, and a 
haplets melancholy overhang'd their coun- 
tenances. — When we firft came up, joyful 
fmiles beamed through the cloud, wnich 
foon darkened when they learnt there was 
no profpeft of being relieved* 

They 
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They followed us to the boat, and I 
really believe, if they had been armed, 
would have taken her from us : as it was, 
our men were obliged to ufe violence, 
and turn them out, for all hands haq 
jumped in, and attempted to get off* 

We offered to take any one of them, 
but not one would conftnt to ftparate 
or (hare any good fortune the whole 
could not partake of* 

When we got clear from the flbore, 
they purfued us up. *ro their necks in 
water, crying and howling lb hidtoufly, 
that I would have given the world ! (were 
it at my difpofal ; if it Was either in our 
power to bring them away, or that I had 
not feen them* 

Here we remained all night, and till 
three oMock the day following, when a 
light favourabk breeze enabled us to fail; 
before our departure, we feht the convi&s 
an iron pot, for cookihg, and a few fifhing 
utenfils, which was all we could poffibly 
fpare them* 

To the northward of St. Vincent's, 
about eight or nine miles, is St. Anthonjt, 

another 
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arother of the Cape de Verd Iflands, 
which we had to pafs clofe by. 

The wind was very weak, but every 
Cne imagined there was enough of it to* 
t&ke us clear off that Ifland before morn- 
ing ; whether that was not the cafe, or- 
whether things were badly managed, I 
fliall not decidedly fay, though I have, 
a decided opinion on the fabjeft; for. to- 
wards four o'clock in the morning, being 
uncommonly reftlefs, I thought, as the ' 
veffel appeared very quiet, and the moon 
{hone beautifully bright, I would get up 
and fet upon deck for a while. 

Perhaps merciful Providence dire&ed 
this, — for the like I never did before or . 
fince ; and had I not, in all probability 
we muft have been driven againft • the 
rude rocks of St. Anthony, and God only 
knows what would have been the con- 
fequence, as I was the only perfon awake. 

The firft thing I faw, upon lifting my 
head out of the ; cabin, was thofe lofty per- 
pendicular rocks pending almoft dire&ly 
over us, and not a man upon deck but 
King Naimbana's fon, and him faft a flee p. 

« 

"Good 
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« Good God !" cried I, " Fakonferid^e, 
we are on (hore!" 

He inftantly fprung up, and called all 
hands, who got the boat out, and with 
the utmoft exertion towed Us off a fmall 
di fiance. 

When day light came on, our danger 
appeared more forcibly, for, notwithftand- 
ing the oars had been diligently employed 
an hour and an half, we were not two 
hundred yards' from the Ifland. 

Some faid it was a current £ others, it 
was the land which influenced or attraded 
us: but what the real reafons were I know 
not ; this only I can tell you,— after try- 
ing tvtty poflible means to no jpurpofc, 
till four o clock in the afternoon, when 
the men complaining their ftrength was 
exhaufted, and they could do no riiore, it 
was agreed to abandon the Lapwing, and 
look out for a place where we might land 
befort night, and thereby fecure fafety 
for our lives, if the veffel could not be 
preferved. * 

Accordingly every one w?s defired to 

get into the boat, but we found fhe wa« 

too fmall to carry us all at once ; and two 

K of 
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of the failors confentcd to flay till flic 
could make a fecond trip, 

Falcbnbridge and myfelf got in, talcing 
with us a few fhiftings of cloaths and our 
fccdding ; we then rowed to the land, and 
after pulling to and fro for near two 
hours, could not difcover a fingle fpot 
where there was a pofTibility cf larding ; 
during which time, we obferved the Cutter 
drifting fall toward the fhcre, and ex- 
peGed every moment to fee her Rrike, 

Defpondency was vifibly pi&ured in 
every face ! — *' What fhall lye do, or what 
is bell to be done ?* was the univeirfd 
cry. 

Confcious of a woman's infignificancfe 
in fuch matters, I was filent till then; 
when finding a general vacancy of opinion 
among the men, I ventured to fay — " Let 
us return to the Lapwing, and put our 
truft in him who is all fufficient, and whofe 
difpenfations are always unqueftionably 

To this forlorn propofition every one 
affented ; but faid it was only deferring 
the evil moment a few hours, for we 
(hould certainly have to trult to our boat 

ve*y 
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very fhortly again, unlefs a breeze came 
off the land. 

After getting on board it was ffetded— 
one perfon fhould watch while the reft 
refrefhed themfelves with deep, that they 
might be fomewhat able to encounter the 
looked-for fatigues of the night. 

. For my part,. I did not in the leaft in- 
, cline to fleep, but with watchful eyts and 
aching heart, awaited the expe&ed mo. 
rnent when eight of us were to commit 
ourfelves, in a fmall open boat, to the 
inercy of the ungovernable ocean. 

Many reflexions preffed upon me, but 

one more powerful than any — "that our 

. dilemma was probably a mark of divine 

vengeance* for not relieving the diftreffed 

people ot St. Vincent's." 

I often aflted the watch, if we neared 
the rocks; fometimes he anfwered in the 
affirmative, and fometimes doubtfully— 
but faid we feemed to drift coaftways 
withall ; and he believed there was -a 
ftrong current fetring to the fouthward* - 

About twelve o'clock Falconbridge 

came on deck, when I mentioned this 

K 2 information? 
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information to him : he then took notice 
himfelf, and found it really fo. 

All hards were immediately turned out, 
and the boat again manned to tow our 
bark with the current, for though it had 
not been obferved, we were doubtlefs 
working againft it all the preceding d^y. 

This proved a propitious fpeculation ; 
in about four hours we could fee the 
fouth-weft end of the I (land, and at the 
fame time had got near a mile off the 
land. 

What a change of countenance Was 
now on board : I felt my bofom fill with 
gratitude at hearing the glad tidings ! 

General tokens of joy and congratu- 
lations paffed fr m one (hip -mate to ano- 
ther ; and when daylight appeared, inftead 
of gloom and forrow, every cheek blufh'd 
cheerfulnefc. 

We then found ourfelves clear of the 
Ifland, arid having a fine moderate breeze, 
bid adieu to the African coaft ; never- 
theless our troubles did not end here. 



After 
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After running to the Weft ward eight 
and forty hoars* a tremendous ftormcame 
on, and continued to increafe in violence 
for five days. 

This had fcarcely abated, when it wa§ 
Yuccceded by another, nearly a$ bad-*- 
which however ran us as far as Fayal* out 
of the Azores, or Weftern Iflands, where 
we arrived the *8th of Auguft. 

*1 do not mean to take up your time 
with a defcription of thole ftonns, or * 
detail of our fufferings, fince we left 3t» 
Anthony, till our arrival at Fayal, though 
1 m lift not pafc over them wholly unno- 
ticed/ 

* 

Every horror the moft fertile ideas can 
pi&ure a fea ftorm wkh, aggravated the 
former; and, consequently augmenting 
the miferies of the latter, rendered then* 
akaoft unbearable andpaft reprefentation* 

God knows they would have been bad 
•nouffh without; for the day we reached 
Jayal, about two pounds of fait beef and 
half a dozen cocoa nuts, were all the 
provi&ons we had left. 

We remained there a week, and were 

Mgifably entertained by Mr* Graham, 

K a tfc* 
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(hi Engltfh Conful, who had the good- 
nefs to infill on our taking a bed at his 
boufc, dire&ly* as our arrival was an- 
nounced to him. 

Being much bruifed and indifpofed by 
our boifterous rough paflage, and eating 
food 1 had not been accufyomed to, pre- 
vented me from walking abroad for twd 
or^hree days ? while thus confined, I wa£ 
highly delighted 3nd amirfed with admiring 
Mr. Graham's beautiful garden adjoining 
his houfe, where are almoft all the fruits 
ef the torrid^ frigid, and teorperate zxmes, 
in the greateft perfeftion ; peaches, apples. ■ 
pears, oranges, pine apples, limes, lemons^ 
citron, grapes, &c; ice. the fincft Iev§t 
faw. 

Mrs. Graham treated me with roofrherljr 
klridnefs; by her attention, and tb*l 
whoKfomenefs of the climute, I gained} 
(b much freffi ftrength an^ fptrit$»'!ihifc 
before I came away*, t was able frequently 
to walk about tfie down* and «ic£n»©bk < 
an excurfion into the country^ witfcefatr* 
ajnd a * party of her » friends, to tbe\ 
feat of a>Ir/ Perfcjp*, att EngMh g«»-^ 
tleman.' ~ m - ? l ... ; i.-. - ^ ; ' ^ 
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Wc all rcjdc on.afles* for carriages { if 
they have any) could not pals the w* y, 
We weftt* 

I was pleated with the reception this 
gentleman gave us, as well as his polite 
and generous behaviour. 

In our way thither we paffed a num- 
ber of virieyards ; and, as far as I could 
judge, the country feemed fruitful. 

Befides this excurfion, Mr. and Mrs* 
Perkins perfuaded me to take, one with 
them, lb thje Ifland of Pico, about eight 
milts from Fayai, where they have a va- 
luable vineyard ; and where they allured 
me, I ftipuld 'fee the moft wonderful 
natUrafxtiriofity, ip' tfie'Azbre Iflands; 
vi^two fprings of water within eighteen 
feit/ of each other— one nearly as cold 
as tee, the other boiling yuth.heat. ! 

ifrhW ^e v «ri!iVe <T there, fcveral waflier- , 
wemeh were employed in their vocation ;.. 
they told me the water was foft, and well 
adapted for rafting ; that they made it pf 
wharf fetffp^atijre i%6f ftldafed, by mixing, . 
a proportion of each, and declared they " 
had frequently boiled fifti in the jbot well: 
I had a itunclto try the be^t by putting 
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«iy finger in* but found tbe fteaij* power- 
ful enough to convince m£ I fhoul4 be 
scalded. 

' r Ttere arc' public Baths at ihofe Well»j 
well attended by th . i habitants of Fay^lj. 
and the adjacent J (lands; they lay fome- 
wbat t the. eastward, at the tqo.t qf . the 
mountain,' which gives its name }o th}* 
Wand, 

This is the Hi heft mountain I ever fair* 
very thickly wooded towards its bafe, bufc 
pi6tur ifque, with many gentlemen** feat*} 
and on the whole vaftly gratifying to thfl, 

It produces a particular and favorite;, 
kind of wood, called Teixa, or Tcixo r 
Which, from its valuable qualities ho one:- 
is" allowed to fell f >t priyate ufe^ it bein& 
referved by the Queen of Portugal, after 
the cuftom of her predec^flTftrs* folely fat 
the fervke of the Portiigjiefe govepu*^ 
went. , , 

I was bu| a few hours at Pico, a&d thi* 
^as all the information I colledecU ] 

There art two nunneries* anda magni* 
ficent Rdcaiih Church at Fay al> which I vi- 
UUd* 

Thcr 
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The former were crowded with nup^ 
and many of them beautiful women. 

I faw two who fpoke Englifh, .with whom 
I converfed for fome time, and purchafed 
fcveral artificial flowers, and a few fweat- 
meats from them. 

One of them had all the traces of 
beauty yet unblemifhed, but to a certainty 
fomewhat tinged by ruinous time ; for by 
her own account (he mult be far advanced 
in years. 

Upon afking* her opinion of a monaftic 
life, (he faid, •« Madam, I have been 
within the walls of this convent forty- three 
years, and had I to travel over my life 
anew, 1 would prefer the fame path to all 
•thers.* 

But a charming buxom young girl 
thought otherwife. — She faid, <4 Can you 
fuppofe an animated creature, like me, 
full of vouthful fire, was defigned by na- 
ture to fpend her days within ihefe difmal 
walls ? No ! nor can I figure to myfelf, 
that any one (in fpite of what many may 
tell you,} can find pleafure in burying her- 
felf alive, and thwarting the purpofes of 

her 
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her creatl n, for fiich is certainly the cafe 
with all nuns, ' and contiuu d Ihe : : " My 
parents placed, me here <;t a tim when I 
was not capable of judging- for my ft If; nor 
do I icruple t fay that my ideas and fancies 
are flutteiing among the a nutements 
and gaieties of the world, and had I 
mv will, my perfon would be there 
alfo." 

I attended the church at mafs time ; after 
fervice was ended, I obferved feveral men 
bringing in a large fail of a fhip, Which x 
had a curious appearance to a ftranger, 
as I was ; but a gentleman prefent (aid, 
* Thofe people have been in the fame 
ftorm with yourfelves, and they are giving 
that fail to the church as a thanks offering 
for their deliverance ; M he then fliewed me 
part of the boat which Captain Inglefield 
had been fav< d in, and which was kept 
here as a record of divine favour to- that 
gentleman. 

This circumflance refrefhed my memory 
with the notorious fufferings and wonder- 
ful efcape of Captain Inglefield and hi* 
boat's crew ; and after mentally weighing 
pur misfortunes with bis, 1 fumm'd them 
both up as follows-. 
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" Captain Inglefield experienced aU 
the miferies of hunger, fatigue, and op- 
preffidn of fpirits, which fixteen days in 
an open "boat, expofed to the furious un- 
tameable wind and fea, without provifion, 
in momentary expectation of being hurried 
to. eternity, could inflift, befides the ad- 
ditional horrors produced by ruminating 
on the haplefs condition of iuch numbers 
of his fellow creatures, in the fame fitua- 
.tion with himfelf." 

<* We have been fifty-eight days in a 
deck'd boat, not twice the lize of Captain 
Inglefield's — continued rains almoft all the 
while — three weeks a quarter of a pound 
of beef, and about half the quantity "of 
flour ouf allowance — eighteen days more 
baffled by calms and contrary winds, or 
beat about by mercilefs ftorms, fed upon 
mean dHagreeahle food, and fcarcely 
enough of that to keep fowl and bodf &> 
gether; and, what was worfe than all, the 
apprehenfion of being left morfelefs of any 
kind of nourifhment; which certainly muft 
have been the cafe, had we not arrived at 
Fayal when we did " 

Having dbn^ this, I compared them with 
one-another — and though it is unfair to' 
give my decifiion, we being too often 

' * apt 
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apt to magnify our own misfortunes, and 
always fuppofing them greater than thofe 
of Others; yet I (hall hazard making yon 
acquainted with the conclufion I drew, 
which, however, was very laconic. 

I faid to myfelf, <4 Captain Inglefield'l 
fufFerings are matchlefs, and were it not 
for the duration, and repetition of mine, 
they could have but little femblance to 
one-another. H 

The fmatl pox was committing prodi- 
gious ravages among all ranks of people, 
when we left Fayal; and, I fuppofe, conti- 
nues ftill fo to do. 

A child of the French Conful's lay dan- 
geroufly ill with that difeafe, and hfe re- 
queued Falconbridge would vifit it; he 
did fo, and found the infant confined in - 
a fmalt ciofc room, where every means 
were taken to fhut out the leaft breath of 
air. 

Falconbridge dire&ly recommended the 
child to be brought into a large open hall, 
which was done againft the abfurd re* 
monftrances of the Portuguese Phyfician, 
who pronounced immediate death to it; 
however, before our departure we had the 

pleafure 
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pleafure offering this innocent babe (who 
would in all probability^ have otherwife 
fallen a viftim to thofe ridiculous notions 
of treating the fraall pox) quite out of dan- 
ger ; and 1 tru(t the precedent will be ge- 
nerally attended to, and may prove equally 
efficacious. 

Many of our countrymen refide there* 
who are Roman Catholics, and married to 
Portuguefe ladies, with few exceptions. 

, I faw two or three Englifh women— 
perhaps all on the ifland; they feem to 
have preferVed their native manners and 
cuitomsin highperfeftion, which the Por- 
tuguefe ladies emuloufly try to copy^ 
more efpecially injthe art'de ofdrefs, that* 
any thing elfe; but in this they are much 
binder'd by the jealoufy and narrow ideas 
of their h'jibands, who never, fuffer their 
wives to go abroad, or appear in company 
with other men, whether tingle or mar- 
ried, without a deep black or white fatt n 
veil that hides »ot only the facs but the 
body. 

In a convention with one of tbofe la- 
dies, flie laid to me 4 * the women of your 
country muft furely be very Mppy : tbey 
have fo much more liberty than we have, 
or I believe, than the women of any Gther 
L country* 
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country, I wifh I was an En;lifh wo- 
man !" I thanked her in behalf of my coun- 
try women, for her good opinion, but af- 
fured her they had their (hare of thorns and 
thiftles, as well as thofe of other countries. 

How deeply do I regret our fhort flay 
at Saint Jago and Fayal, difables me from 
giving you a more hi 'orical and intelli- 
gent account of thofe iflands ; but 1 was 
long enough at each place to form this 
fummary opinion: The latter is, without 
exception the moft defirabie fpot I ever 
faw ; and the former, as far oppofite as it is 
poflible for you to conceive. 

Having repaired fuch damage as our vef- 
fel had received coming from St. Anthony, 
and fupplied ourfelves with abundance of 
ftores to bring us to this country, we fet 
fail from Fayal the 25th of lad month, and 
arrived at the time and place before men- 
tioned. 

Our paffage was fhort and" unattended 
with fuch boifterous weather as we had ex- 
perienced, yet it was fo ftormy that 1 was 
obliged to keep my bed the whole time : 
which circumftance and a cold I caught, 
threw me into an indifpofirion that I have 
not yet recovered from. 

the 
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The day after landing at Penzanae, Fal- 
conbridgc wrote to Mr. Granville Sharp, 
and by return of Poll received his anfwer,. 
a copy of whic*h I herewith inclofe. 



" Leadenhall-Street, ithSept. 1791. 

u , Dear Sir f - 

"THE agreeable account of the 
fafe arrival of the Lapwing at Penzance, 
which I received this morning, gives me 
very particular fatisfaflion. 

41 I have communicated your letter to 
Henry Thornton, Efq. Chairman of the 
Court of Directors of the Sierra Leone 
Company (for under this title the late Su 
George's Bay Company is now eftablifhed, 
by an a& of the laft Seffion of Parliament) 
and to fome of the Direftors, and they de- 
fire you to come by land as expeditioufly 
as you can, bringing with you in a poft- 
chaife, Mrs. ^Falconbridge and the Black 
Prince, and alfo any fuch fpecimens o£ 
the country as will not be liable to injury 
by land carriage. 

•! I inclofe (from the Dire&ors) a note 

from Mr. Thornton's houfe, for thirty 

pounds, for which you may eafily procure 

L % ca(h 
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cafh for your journey, and if more Ihould 
be wanting for ufe of the people of the 
Lapwing, I have do doubt but Mrs. 
Dennis (to whofe care 1 fend this Let- 
ter) will have the goodnefs to advance it, 
as (lie will be reimburfed by return 7 of 
the Poll, when i receive advice of your 
draft. 

14 The Lapwing may be left to the care 
of any proper perfon whom you maythink 
capable of taking due care of her, until 
the Dire&ors give farther orders refpeft- 
ing hen 

" I remain with<great efteera, 
" Dear Sir, 

fi Your affefiiopate Friendt 
tt And humble Servant, 
" Granville SnAftr." 

Mr. Alexander Falconbridge. 

In the interim Falconbridge went to 
Falmouth to procure-money for pur jour- 
ney to London. 

There he met the Rev. Thomas Clark- 
fon, that unwearied fttckler for human 
liberty, with whom, (or at wbofe inftimu- 
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lation (the abolition of the Slave Trade 
originated, and at whofe inftance Falcon* 
bridge quitted his comfortable fituation at 
Ludway, to enlift in the prefent (though 
I fear chimerical J caufe of freedom and 
humanity. 

Mr. Clarkfon is alfo a Dire6lor of the 
Sierra Leone Company, under which title, 
you find by Mr. Sharp's letter, the late 
St. George's Bay Company is now called. 

He informed Falconbridge that his bro- 
ther, Lieutenant Clarkfon of the navy, 
was gone to Nova Scotia, authorifed by 
government to colleft feveral hundred free 
Blacks and take them to Sierra Leone, 
where they are (ujider the c^re and patron- 
age of the Direftors of our new Company) 
to form a Colony. 

It was furely a premature, hair-brained, 
and ill digefted fcheme, to think of fend- 
ing fuch a number of people all at once*, 
to a rude, barbarous and unhealthy coun- 
try, before they were certain of poffeffing 
an acre of land ; and I very much fear 
will terminate in dtfappointment, if not dif- 
grace to the authors ; though at the fame 
time, I a.n perfuaded the motives fprung, 
frpjn. minds unCullied with evil meaning. 

La Ws 



We kt out from Penzanee die r 2th r 
taking with us the Black Prince, and the 
following day arrived af Plymouth, where 
by appointment we met Mr. Clarkfon; 
lifter ftayjng there four days, we went on 
towards London, flopped at Exetet three 
days, and arrived here on the 24th. . 

As foon as our arrival was known, Mr. 
iThornfon (tb? Chairman 1 * Mr. Sharp, and 
feveral others of the Direftors caitife to- 
fee us, and after many compliments ex- 
preffive with condolence for our misfor- 
tunes, and congratulations for our deliver- 
ance and fafe arrival, -i number of enqui* 
ries, &c. &c. Mr. Thornton requefted 
Falconbridge and the Prince would dihe 
with him, at'the fame time gave the latter 
to underftahd hfc was to confider his (Mr. 
Thorntons) houfe as his home. 

t could not help fecretly Trailing to fee 
the'fervile courtefy which thofe gentlemen 
paid thrs young man, merely from his be- 
ing the fon of a nominal King- 
It has flip'd my notice till now to cte- 
fcribe him to yon : — His perfon is ratljjpr 
below the ordinary, inclining to groffnefs, 
bis (kin nearly jet black, eyes keenly infel* 

ligent, 
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jKjgont, Mofc flat* teeth unconnected, and 
fited fharp after the cuftom of bis country 
his legs a little bandied, and his deport- 
ment ea£y y manly, and 'cdnfident withal, 
in his difpofition he is furly, but has cun- 
ning enough to fmothet it where he thinkp 
hisintereil is concerned ; he is pettifh and 
implacable, but I think grateful and at- 
tached to thofc he eonfideis his friends; 
fixture has been bountiful in giving him 
ibund intellects, very capable of improve- 
ment, and he a:fo pofieiTes a great thirft 
for knowledge* 

While with me, although it was feldom 
in my power, now and then I amufed 
xnyfelf with te^chi»g him the alphabet, 
Which he quickly learned, and before we 
parted, could read any common print fur'- 
prifmgly well. ; . 

He is not wanting in difcernmenft, and 
has already difcovered the weak fide of 
his patrons, whicn he flrives to turn to 
good account, and I dare fay, by his na- 
tural fubtilty, will in time advantage him- 
felf confiderably by it. 

They 

* This young man returned to Sierra Leone ii» 
^jfy *j9jj,jand died the day after, his arrivals ^ 
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The Dire&crs feem much pleafed with 
Falconbridge*3 exertions, have appointed 
him Commercial Agent to the Company, 
and he is (hortly to return to Sierra Leone. 
They are very priding for me to accom- 
pany him, but my late misfortunes are yet 
too frefh m remembrance to confent haf- 
tily. Indeed, you may.fuppofe, I cannot 
but painfully remember them while the 
bruifes and chafes produced by the voy* 
age on different pa»ts <f my body, con* 
tirue unhealed. However, it is probable, 
whether with, or againft my will, I muft 
tacitly afifcnt to hazard a repetition of 
what I have already undergone. 

When matters are wholly fixed you wiH 
hear from me, and perhaps I may fhoitly 
have the happinefs of affunng you in petf» 
lcn how 1 am. 



Your**, Ac* 



LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

London, Nov. 27, 1791 $ 
1$) Star Malai% % 

I tfE DireQors have a&ed fo 
honorable and handfome it was not poffi- 
ble for me to bold oat ia refuting to return 
to Sierra Leone, bcudes increafing FaU 
conbridge's falary near three times what 
it was, they have voted us a fum of money 
as an equivalent for the extraordinary fer- 
vice$ they conhder he has rendered them* 
*nd as a cbmpenfation for our private 
loffqs of cloaths, &c. 

But furely mortal never was more har- 
raffed than I have bctn by the^r impor- 
tunities* t 

They ufed every flattering and enticing 
argument, the ingenious brain of man is 
capable of,, to no purpofe ;—- however, 
though all their rhetoric jcoukl not per- 
fuade me; to revjfit Aifris*, their noHe, 
gmtroM a&iorts bave eflfe&ed H. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thornton is a epod creature, one 
of the worthiest men I ever met, he has 
a' ured me, (hould any accident happen 
FalconbriHge, J (hall be well provided 
for by the Company ; \ e has a ] fo. as *ell 
as many others of the Dire&ors. made me 
a profufion of friendly promifes and pro- 
feffions fo extravagant, thar if they came 
from any othei>fet of men I frould look 
u on hem, either as chicanery, or without 
rtuaning. 

The X^ourt has granted 50I. to be laid 
out in prefents for King Nairiibana and 
his old Queen, and h *ve particularly de-' 
fired, I thai! pucbc'fe thofe for the lat-. 
ter, and p efent them as from myfclf, by 
way of enhancing my conference. 

They have likewife granted another fum 
for me to lay out in fuch private ftores 
as I may chtffe to take with me for our 
ufe after we get to Africa ; befides ordering 
a very hand Tome fupply for the voyage. 

A few days ago, I only hinted an incli. 
nation to vifit my friends at Briftol, be- 
fore we left England, and Mr. Thornton 
laid I (hould have a Ctfeife when I liked, 
and the expence {hould be defrayed bj 
the Company. Do you not think tbefe are. 
pretty marks of attention ? 

We 
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Wc have thoughts of fetting out for 
Briilol in the cou.fc of next week, where 
I figure to m>feif much of that undefevip- 
tionable pleasure, which lively affedtionate 
minds involuntarily feel upon mee ing the 
bofom Iriends and fporiive companions of 
their yojuhiul days, grown to maturity 
with hearts and countenances neither al- 
tered by abfence, or rufted by corroding 
time. 

But I lament to fay this happipefi will 
be of fhort duration, being obliged quickly 
to proceed to Falmouth, where we are 
to embark oh board the Company'* ftup 
Amy, for Sierra Leone. 



Adieu* 



LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 

Fmi Tew* 5 Sjbiha Lbchk, 

to4k Aprjt> 179a. 



44 Jff <fe#r Mtiam) 

it ERE I am, once mora 

expofed to the influence of a Torrid Sun* 
Dear three thoufand m les apart from mjf 
dearelt friends, experiencing, not only* 
the inevitable hardships of Colonization, 
but wallowing in a multiplicity of trou- 
be and confulion, very unneteffari y at- 
tacked to the infant Colony. 

We failed from Falmouth thfe \gth of 
De<enbe, and arrived at 'his place the 
16th of February* when We found the 
Harpy, Wilfon, a Company (hip, 1 that left 
Fi glai.d fome time alter Us; but our 
voyage was prolonged, in confequence of 
being obliged to Hop at Tenehff for a fe w 
pipes of Wine, 

ImmedU 
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flramediatety* jOn entering th'e river we 
were vifited'by Captain Wiifon,. and after 
thecuftqmary civilities,. he; told us/feventi 
Colonial Officers,* a few-fgldiers, JuKiforaS 
•independant. Setters c&me pafTengers with 
'him, who were 1 greatly rejoiced *at feeing 
jhesAmy;; for being all ftrangers, they 
were at a lofs.what to do, and, wholly re- 
lied on Falconbridge to make gpod* their 
laading, ; ••-..,: 

In tMcourfe of cpriverfation many kx*> 
£ences,ef«p$d;Captaiji Wjl#>h, importing 
a yeFy^iuifavQurjable. account of his psf* 
fengcrs»'':but;jgifgimng {hey -proceecle^ 
from. Xome mi fu^d^r It abiding between 
them ..and hhn„ neither Falcopbtfclg'e us 
nay felf allowed vljflt J^fc fy$; tp bi§ai(j> 
prejudice us in any fhape* 

Captain \9f.Ufea ha>dpg di*e6^ecf.th$ nwfy 
eligible fwtfor us to Wing up, wak£d uo- 
til our ^ncpo^was gone, ajxd |h$n reC\ircie£ 
to his Chip: falconbr;dge ac^ompitfiisd 
him to make his o^gifance toc&k$ JUadit^ 
and Gentlemen on board* 

. In. a (to* trtepicrr^^^^ cq$fki»f 4*.#ur 
furmife, '^witl** regard J$ • 4i&grc,epfc^ 
fubfifting;^^^ ti thpj p^ies* wa&f w$£ 
grAufi4pd? f<5* wpyAVRrtt;cwftantly(«fowrl- 
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nig at etch other ; but it temiired rery lit- 
tle penetration to arrive it toe true fouvoe 
of their animofities, and before I proceed 
fqither I rauft acquaint you, the Direc- 
tor* have appointed eight perfons torepre* 
lent them, and conduct the management of 
their Colony, under the dignified appellation 
of Superintendent and Council 

It is a pity when making fbofe appoint- 
ments, they had not probed for chara&ere 
of worth and refpedability, as fuccefs in 
any enterprifc greatly hinge* cm fkilfui, 
prudent condu&; qualities more efpecially 
jcquifite in ajj undertaking like this, labors 
iag under a load of enemies, who will, no 
doubt, take advantage to blow the fmalleft 
Jpark of makcondn&iutoa flame of error* 

Perhaps tbeDire&ors imagine they were 
particularly circumfpe& m weir choice of 
jeprefentatives, if lb, they are grofcly de* 
ceived, for never were characters worft 
adapted to manage any pnrpo& of mag- 
nitude than fome whom they have notni- 

Art rten^f little worth and much infig- 
n&tiaoce fit to be guardians and fte wards 
of the immenfe property required, for 
ere#ing the fabric of a new Colony t Are 

Men, 
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Moo, whofe heads ate too (hallow to fop- 
port a little viciflkude and unexpe&ed 
imaginary aggrandizement, whofe weak 
minds delude them with wrong notions of 
their nominal rank, and whofe whole time 
is occupied with contemplating their fan* 
cied confequence, m place of attending to 
the real and inte re fling defigns of their 
mifficm, calculated for the executor* of 
a theory, which can only be put in prac- 
tice by wife and judicious methods ? 

. Certainly not; yet of this defcription are 
the greater part who guide and direQ: our 
Colony ; a majority of whom came paf- 
fcnger* in the Harpy, and who, intoxica- 
ted with falfe ideas of their authority, wifh- 
ed to affume the prerogative of controling 
Captain Wiifon in managing and govern- 
ing his (hip ; but the latter treated their 
arrogance with contempt, and confequenU 
ly grew the distentions alluded to, which 
have fince been the caufe of many difa- 
greeable unpleafant occurrences. * 

Falconbridge foon returned with Cap. 
tain and Mrs. Wiifon, whom we had in- 
vited to dine with us ; four Honorable 
Members of the Council, dreffed tap s 
fit^ in a uniform given them by the Di« 
' l ' Ma k&qts 
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re&Afsto diftingmih'rtieir rankv^nae^H 
thero; jo-rfiake their-boWs to your h*\ 
ferv&nt, a§ the wife tff theif* Mpetior; 



the*n; jo^rfiake their* boWs to your tatrj^to 
conbridge b^ing r the : eldeft- member of (SP* 



*v 



r. 



supreme body: 

'AJ'meffa^e wa& f .then ;fent •> to . King 
Jcmftiyq^ojppoftte towhofeitown the- Amy 
Iky> tcMttftmunct our arrival to him and 
K-m* 1 NaiittbsMia (who was* there at the 
time.); fequeftihg they would come on 
board. . 

Naimbanatf acrompsttied by Mr. EHiotte 
and a humber^oP'attendants^foon complied 
wkh our* requeftj but Jemmy (woukJaiofc 
be prevailed upon. • * - * '•■ 

The old/JCing wastovcrjoyed at feqpg 
me • being feattd, Falconbqidge^ (hewed 
him :.the portrait of his fon,*, a., prefect 
from ihe Dire6tors. • *i. - 

The pi6lurejs an admirable li^enefs, 
and the poor Father burft into tears when 
he.fawit. ' . ....'* 

He (layeH with us .five days ; tand, 

$ptwittaftanding every courteous art was 

ufed to perfuade King Jemmy to 

* . hbrior 

* The firfl of his family transferd cm canvas,- 
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honor tis tritb a vifit, we could not «fte& 
it : He once contented on condition t 
remained ia his town a hoftage-ti I he re ! 
turned; this I agreed to, and vent oft 
Chore for the intention ; but his people 
diffuaded him juft as he was going off. 

You may remember I mentioned in a 
former letter, the ground where Ihc^rrf 
Stttkrs were drhreh from by King Jemmy f 
bting the mod defirable fituation hero* 
abouts for a Jetdemeut, but by the Palaver 
it was objeded to; however, with coax* 
»g, and the irrefillibility of prefentt, 
King Naimbana was prevailed upon to 
remove whatever objections there wettb 
and on* the a8dr of February put us in 
. <||)iet pole Hon of the very ipot; which it 
named Frta Tour** from the princijt Us thai 
gave rife to*be eltabiHbroeut** 

The fccond day after our arrival, there 
was a grand Council htd^ board, the 

Mj. Amy* 

• Ml ftNrttl o« a nfeaggw^ front** ti* 
4»l ft»auie**bo*e Cap* Sktfc Leone, an4*iga-» 
teen from, fiance Ifendu tenanted* ft** Kmg 
Kfliny^ town by a **ifttet and thick woo^ acar 
fell a mile thro jgh : ^f^ the towv u p»eity 
gpo4 anchotagc for (hkjBJng* bul tbe ImcWpkceft 
aie ^anall? tatlSH^MMr aFSe lE* 
found whh boo ro^^and an i*ly Aug*, 
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Att^.3 when* their Secretary delivered'* 
Mr, , Fa^foubridge „fle.w Jn/lj: t u£Uons from 
the Directors, dire&ly. counter. Jtp thafe 
l^receiyejl jri London.;,* fubjefling^him,. 
in hL commercial, capacity,, to the con- 
trol" of the Superintendant arid Cpuncil^ 
and acquainting him, Lieutenant Clark- 

fi$>n- was appointed Superintendant. v^ 
• . •> * * 

^L Jias difconcerted Falconbxidge 
l^/ll ( y, /<ahd inclines him ; to. .qonftrue; 
ih^ir jzon^hi^ t# lf us in England, as; jjUg^- 
^Janifhid^ne^ ; far. the, ipere,pyrpou* 
<J*-$nucing, Kyn Jipre, a knowing-. he y^j 
iHe "'futgfC. pay^ xxnly perfon, to feciire 
a fqotTng^Ipt^ihe Noya Sco.tfa Emigrants; 
W 1 f#«rip* tiink ,Jo J\a^ily. '. , , ; N 






; ^yVRer beeniiere a for{t?ight> , Mr. .Clark- 
Ion arrVved^^itKil^^^c^siijonj America, 
a part of whom came feme days oefoite 

* va wh'enlVe left* No"v { a "jfeotta, they Amount- 
en to between clevet) and twelve hundred, 
Jftt 4^u|S ( (the v vpyg&e^ .nja%4?yi /eyer 
4lifeii£d . tw Skips,, «wd> -ea*iifcd ^off great 
. ;Wnfhbm> ' • « * ■ ' ; • r V *' 7* * 

von ,1 r r - " ' m t 1 1 , • >i * 1 * ^ > « * * . ■ i. 1 

r*^j^iVC VMfoi ! caught 'tbe . fever, t an^ 

ayyftlwiloAifly -;»ffca-ped death, : vhich 

,-a^. X'V ' ' ' • : ' ,: '', \ s < wouM 



<?VAyld ba^e j^een an ,irf e^ab|e ^lof^to 
the Colon^ being the oifl^ rpn^calcdf^fed 
to govern the people who came wufTHlfo, 
for by his winning manners, and mild, be* 
nign treatp^e nu he has fo gained h^ir affe£ 
tions and attachment,' tha^t he can, .by, lift- 
ing up his finger (as he'exprefles it)" do 
what he. pleafes with them* • . 

i 

Th^y f are in general, a religious tent- 

per^te^ good fet of peopj.e^' atVprefe'fr? 
they are employed in Building Huts' foi* 
their temporary relide »ce, tiff die laifcti 
promifed them can be , furyeyed ;_ when 
that will be God only' knows 1 ; tK'e Turvryar 

-being .k.Ccunfellor and Captain 'of our^i 
tcran host, is of too much confequence t'6 

, attend to ne fervde duty of fyryeying, 
notwitnltanding he'is paid'forko' f ' - 

\ Few of the Settlers have yeX got huts 
^ere&ed, ithcy are mo'+ly encamped uGdeJr 
^ents, nvadq with fails from the* different 
^fhjpj^ andS/re very B idly "ofTTor Tre'fl? prtf- 
Vifions; indeed fuch is die cafe with us all, 
^n^.wfratj£ y9J& r . we n*ye l>u| Jiaty" alloii- 
iance o£ veiy lodi'tefeut Ult provi&on* ar^ 
l/ad worm- cartel* bread* - . , ,>, 

i ■■■ ■■.„•:_,-«•./ '-/; 4 •■Pairtf^Hy. 

* ,TT e JampSj of Bri flol, bewg unfit td;pfcc££& 
Jfccr vo)agc,* V^5 cVu&crmed' &ad fold <ct ft<A<fc 

X f ''''''. " " ., Jflaiitt 
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Pawftlry do I toy, nothing ptoflo$fi£ 
well.— Mr Clarkfoo, as Superintending 
is fo tied up, that be cannot do any thing 
without the approbation of his Council, 
and thofe opinionated upftartt thwart him 
in all his attempts* 

He is an amiable man, void of pomp of 
often tatioq, which his Senatorial affociates 
difapprove of exceedingly, from the ridi- 
culous idea that their dignity is leffcned by 
his franknet. 

- How truly contemptible it isto fee mea> 
flickle in this way after foolifh unbecom- 
ing cenfequence blind to the intereft of 
their employers, whereby, they muti, with- 
out queftion, rife or fall. 

Their abfnrd behaviour f make them 
the laughing (locks of the neighbouring 
Fa£tori< .<). and fuch matters of flave (hips 
as have witueflcd their conduct* who rouft 

certainly 

Iflard about this lime ; from her a quantity' of 
%ear.sand ©ther.or«*vif on* were purchafcd which 
was a fortunate en cum fiance fot the Colony, theft 
in a tt?rving ftate. 

. ♦ Few days e&aped without a quarrel, which 

fcmeftimes came the length of blow* : Members of 

Council were daily ordering goods from the fhips, 

.rot wanted, and inevitably to oe deftrbyed, mcttl^ 

fot tht purpofe of {hewing, their authority* 
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cettaifllv'beAighly gratiSmfc *?hh the aratr* 

chy and chagrin tb at < prevails- through the 

Colony. 

•■! ' ' ■..'.."'.! r.:i ■-.. . N 

The Blacks are dtf^leafed that they havfe 
not their: prom ifed iajrviMand fo little dp 
they xielifii the obn<>jx4t>MS;anrogance ofjtheir 
rulecsy that I jeaiiyj belike, 'wa'sitinot fo* 
the inftuence^ of.M^vClarklbni tbtfyj^ouJd 
be apt to drive fome of them into the 

The independant European Settlers are 
yaftly difappohned, ancfchfeamlyvH&t them* 
£filves back in their okri'troumry^ - i , it 

This is not to be wondered at f when in 
addition to the calamity of beinglnha; new 
Colony, over-run with corrfufion, joaioufy," 
and difcordant fentiments, they are expofed 
to the oppreffion of wanting;almoft every 
neceffary of life r having 11& flaop&i wherop 
rhey might purchafe, or a^y.mbrirjaoedium 
of procuring them. 

« / ■ J.' f '; > .;. > 

* I have only one piece off pleafing irifeJ-» 
Kgeace to « give ybu c-*-The Colony . jiift 
now is ; u>!erable>bdalthy $ very fc* de^ttifr 
have ooourfedi among the Blafcksiince theio 
arrival, and by t two am&ag>the Wlaites,* tbfcr 
l*/:* - latter 
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latter were Dodor B , (oar phyfidan,) 
and the Harpy's gunner* 

The gunner's death was occafioned by 
that of the former, who brought on his dii- 
folution by inebriety and imprudence; 
being a member of the Magifterial body* 
he was buried with all the pomp and cere* 
nony circumftances would admit of. 

White the corpfe moved on in folemn 
pace, attended by Members of Coun- 
cil* and others in proccffion, minute guns 
were fired from the Harpy; in executing 
this, the gunner loft his arm, of which he 
died very fhortly. 

I yet live on (hip board, for though thr 
Directors had the goodnefe to fend out a 
canvas houfe ptrrpolely for me f I have not 
die fatisfaftion of occupying it, bur men of 
night having thought proper to appropri- 
ate it another wiy* 

Mr. Gilbert, our clergyman, returns 
to England in the veffel 1 write by, a faft 
tailing fchooner, Mr. Clarkfon has, pur- 
chafed for the * painful, but tndifpenubte 
intention of fending the DtreQor* in r or« 
matioa of our dsftraftedt deplorable fita* 
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ation; at the fame time exhorting them 
in their wisdom to make fome immediate, 
efficacious change in our government, 
without which their Colony will, irrecover- 
ably be ftifkd iji its infancy. 

Mr. Gilbert is a man of mild agreeable 
manners, truly religious, without the hy- 
pocritical ftiew of it; he is univerfally 
liked in the Colony, and I am fure his 
abfence will be grea.ly regreted ; but 
Mr. Clarkfon's indifpofition, rendering 
bim unable to write fo ftiHy as he wifhes, 
er neceffity demands, fias prevailed on 
him (Mr. Gilbert) to return to England, 
and reprefent to the Dire&ors, by word of 
mouth, whatever he may negleft todom 
writing. 

A party of us will accompany him to 
the Banana 1 Sands, about ten leagues from 
hence, where he h in hope* of procuring 
frefli (lock, and other neceflary fea (tores, 
which are not to be had heft for love or 
money. 

I do not think it wit) be in my power 
to write you from the Banana's; fhaft there- 
fore, clofe this letter with fincere hopes my 
next mav give you a i*>re favourable aci 
count of things. 

Farewel, Sec. Sec. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. : 

HtE Town, July i, 1792. # 
% Mydtchr Friend^ 

VV E accompanied Mr. Gilbert* 
to the Iflapd Banana's, where he, fuc- 
ceeded in getting fome frefh flock, and 
after ftaying there two days, departed for 
your quarter of the glo£>e, and I hope is 
fi^fe, arrived in London long ere now/ 

w 
The Banana's derives its name from 

the "fmifr fp.* eajled, «wh*efr* grows tbflere 

fpontaneoufly* and in great, abundance* afc 

«lo moft tropical *fruks. *» - . • • * 

•. I-tyifif a;<m%ililft^d,,t>ut a wonderfully 

Erodutli ve healthful fpot, throngly inhabited 
y clean, tidy, fociable, and obliging 

peoplf/^'T' v'- 1 .' ' is* jl ^*. : ^ . 
•■ ;\ .'.:.• : ;'i, . /* u> r... • - . ! 

* Thsy^aw 1 a- €cw*wn*lofch ; lar&fctr ^a*** 
rrtOre ' **giilarty buiU r. thaa{ any - atfcer^ lias 
tive town I have yet feen ; .the inhabitants 
are moftly.^v^ffols, W.oft* 'Mr. Cleavland, 
« -\ I , t , a Black 
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a Black mail) who claims the fovereigmy 
+f (he Ifland from hereditary right. 

The houfes are chiefly conflru&ed irr a 
circular form, but of the fame kind of ftuff 
with thofe Lfornietfy noticed. 

In the center of the town is a Palaver, 
or Court Houfe j here we obferved a bed 
neatly made up, a wafh hand bafon, clean 
napkin, and every apparatus of a bed 
chamber. 

This had a very curious appearance; 
but .we were told, the late Mr. Cleve- 
land ufed to indulge himfclf with the lux* 
jury of (leeping in this airy place, and the 
inhabitants fuperftitioufly thinking (though 
he has been dead more than a year,) 
he yet invifibly continues the praQice, 
they would not, upon $ny account, forego 
the daily ceremony of making up his bed, 
placing frefli water, Sec. as was the cultom 
in his life time. 

The idolatry fhewn the memory of this 
man, I make no doubt is greatly encou- 
raged by his Ton, as itlccur^s^nfequcnce 
and popularity to him. 

N F* 
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He was from home, I therefore did not 
fee him, but underflarid he is elever, and 
(teing educated in England) rather pdlifh- 
ed in his manners. . 

We foiled from the Banana's in com- 
pany with Mr Gilbert, confequently my 
time was fo fhort, that I am not able to 
give you but a very fuperficial account of 
that ifland ; but fhaU refer you to Lieute- 
nant Mathews's Voyage to Sierra Leone, 
wheref you will f\rid jt amply defcribed. 
While there, we dined on board 4n Ame- 
rican fhip, commanded by an Iriftfman, 
who has fince then been here entertaining 
himfelf at the cxpence of our Senators. 

He invited them all to dine with him, 
which being accepted (by every one but 
Mr. Clarkfon and Falcoribridge,) they we¥e 
treated with true Hibernian hofpitalityiaftd 
made beaftly df unk. 

Out illegitimate Ion of Mars was of the 
number, who the matter, of the fhip cullNi 
out for his butt; he not only played upon 
him during dinner, but afterwards finding 
him lull'd into the arms of Morpheus, in 
confequence of too much wine, had Jhe 
Ihip's cook, a (lave, drtffed.in the noble 
Captain's dafhing co^t, hat, fwo*d, &c. and 

Rationed 
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ftationed immediately before him with apiotf- 
Jiick on his fhoulder, when the matter, hifn- 
ftlf r fired two piflols, very heavily charged, 
within an inch of his ear, and having thus 
roufed him from his lethargy, the fable 
cook was defired to (hew with what expert- 
nefs he could perform the Manual Exercife, 
/which he went through, our Hero giving 
the word of command, to the ridicule of 
himfelf, and great amufement of his cot* 
league* and the fhip's crew. 

Sinee this, I have taught a Targe* over- 
grown female Monkey of mine to gothro* 
feveral manoeuvres of thefeme, and have 
made her exhibit when the Captain came 
to fee me; who not feeing the diverfion I 

* Wis^ miking of hrm, would fome times take 
'tile pains of inftru8ing her himfelf; but, 

• po&r fellow ! he has been fadly galled lately, 
\>f the arriyal of a gentleman from Eng- 

; land/ who fupprfedes him in his military 
'Capacity. " _i t * v 

. When I laft wrote to you, I was i.n-fyopes 
my next would atone by a more favoura- 
ble and pleafing account; for the"h'aplets 
description I then gave of our new Colony, 
but alafs! alafsl in place of growing bet- 
ter, we feim* daily advancing towai^ *de- 
ftruftion, which certairily awaits us at tto 
N 2 .' ' great 



great diftance, unlet lome Ipeedy change 
takes place. 

There is abou*: twelve hundred fouls, 
including all ranks of people, in the Cq- 
tony, feven hundred, or upwards, of whom* 
are at this moment fuffering under the af- 
fliction of burning fevers, I fuppofe two 
hundred fcarce able to crawl about, and 
am certain not more, if fo many, able to 
nurfe the fick or attend to domeftic and 
Colonial concerns; five, fix, and feveh 
are dying daily,* and buried with as little 
ceremony as fo many dogs or cats. 

It is quite cuftomary of a morning to 
aft "how many died lad night T Death 
is viewed with the fame indifference as if 
peppl<e were only taking a (hort journey, to 
return ma few days; thofe who are well, 
hourly expefi to be laid up, and the tdk 
look momentarily for the furly Tyrant to 
finifh their affliflions, nay feem not tp Care 
fcri&! 

After reading this, methinks 1 hear yon 
inventively exclaim againft the country, 

and 

• About three-fourths of all the Europeans who 
went out m 179ft died * n fh* f<wfe of tjic firii 
*iia* or ten *\o»tfc*. 



and chkrglng^hdftpraVige^l^itsmiheiUJii- 
ucfi; 'but ftifpfehd your judgment; for* a 
moment, anclgive me tftfte to paint the 
true ftatc of things, wh$n I art* of opinion 
you will think otherwife/ or at letfft'al&w 
thfc climate has not a hiv tryal. w • 

This is the depth of the rainy *feafo£, 
our inhabitants were not covered in befofe 
it commenced, and the huts thtey ; hatfe 
been able to make, are neither wind or 
water tight ; few of them have bedfteads, 
tiult are obliged to Jjfe on the Wet *gft>iind ; 
without medical sfifflance, wanting ahnoft 
eveiry comfort of life, andexpofed to nau- 
ceous putridfteriches, produced by ftinking 
* provision, fcaitered about the town* 

- Would you, under fuch circumftances, 
expelft to keep your health, or even livfe 
*a month in the healthieft part* of the world? 
I fancy not; then pray do not attribute 
our mortality altogether, tp bafenefs of 
climate; v 

I' cannot 1 imagine what' kirtd'of fhiff t 
iaim made of, for though daily in the midft 
6f fo much ; ficknefs and fo many deaths^ 
1 feel myfelfmuth betteir thfan when irt 
England.' v* - <> ■« />> - > 

\ •* H$ J am* 
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I *m fiifpriW out beafted fUfen- 

„ thrnpHU the DkeQoiv of the Com- 
pany Aould hnvc fubj^cd tfecmfclvei to 

i jtbe. c^nfure they muft meet, for (pott- 
ifl« wttb the Hvcj of fuck numbers of ther 
fellow creatures* I jue*fr by fending fo 
many here at once, before boufes, mate- 
rials for building, or other conveniences 

' were prepaid to receive them, and for 
not hurrying a fupply after they had been 

. guilty of thi v overfight. 

But I really believe their error has pro* 
ceeded from want of information, and lif- 
tenjng with too much credulity, to a pa^cjk 
of defigning, puritanical parafites, whom 
they employ to tranfaft bufinefs ; I cannot 
help thinking fo, nay, am convinced of it, 
frouft the cargoes they hiave fent out, com- 
pofed of goods, no better adapted for an 
infant Colony than a cargo of (lave* wpuld 
be for the London market 

Two veflels arrived from England latt 
month, viz the Sierra Leone Packet be- 
longing to the Company ; aijd the Tififty 
of Briftol, a large (hip they chartered fron> 
that port ; feveral pafieogers cajne in each 
of tyem,, ^the former were a Mcipbcr of 
Council, a worthy difcreet roan^ a Be- 
tanift, who, I cannot fay any thing of, Kav~ 
' ' i *°g 
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tog feea fa* little of him; * ta&r pl**ter, 
who is fince gone to the Weft Indies in 
difguft, and the Gentleman who has fuper- 
feded our gallant Captain, and who, I un- 
derftand it aifo a cotton planter, but it is 
not likely hewiH have much to do in either 
of thofe departments for fame time ; his 
fellow foldiers being moftly dead, and 
agriculture not thought on. 

In the latter came the Storekeeper, with 
his wife, mother-in law, and a lar^e fa- 
mily of children ; a mineralift, and feve*- 
ral clerks and tradefmen, in all twenty- 
three.* 

Thofe veffels brought fo little provifion*, 
(with which they (hould have been wholly 
Ibaded) that we have not a fufficiency 
in the Colony to ferve us three weeks. The 
goods brought out in the Trufty and quan- 
cities by other {hips,, amounting to feveral 
thoufand pounds value, at this moment line 
the fhore, expofed to the deftraftive wea- 
ther and nwrcy of our neighbours, who can* 

not, 



* Six returned to England, one left the Cokmjr 
fad went into the employ of Bancc Ifland, aad 
tfee remaiader died u» the couxfc *f tktee *r lour 



jttot* I am fare, withfato Jfucfctemptation, 
.Thofe Remaining t an fliip board, I have 
.Jieartl Falconbridge fay r are perifhing by 
,&eat of, the hold, and damage received 
jrtfea. Notwithftanding Che Company's 
property is thus fuffering, and our people 
dying from abfolute want of nouri(hme«t, ' 
Mr. Fa lconb ridge has been- refufed the 
Sierra Leona Packet t6 go in quell of cat- 
tle, and otherwife profecute the duties of 
iis* .office as Commercial Agent. She is 
the only veffel .fit for the bufinefs ;: but it i» 
thought neceffary to fend her to England ; 
yet, if things were ordered judicioufly, fhe 
might have made one ferviceable trip in 
the mean while, and anfwered three de~ 
fir^bie^purpofesbyit : relieve the Colony, 
bartered away goods tha£ are.fpoiiing, and 
pleafe the EJire&ors by an early remittance 
of African prddu&ions u in place of tbi* 
fhe.has only been ufed as a Pleasure Boat, ■ 
to give a w,eek's airing* at fea, to Gentlemen . 
in perfe& health* 

, •. . • « r ^ * • ' 
j.Mr. Fakonbridge has had no other op* 
portunity but this to do any thing in the 
commercial way; the Directors no doubt, 
will; »fc i: aif#eto, biit< they ffiould/not 
blattifc hW'; 1ie v is placet altogether under r " 
the "itontrd! "of the^Sti|^rtritendanr an* " 
■•*.■••■■• * ■• • Coundff£ 
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Council, who throw cold water oh every 
propofal of the kind he makes. His time 
is at prcfent employed io attending the 
fick, particularly thofe of fcrophulous ha- 
bits, while our military gentleman, who 
has acquired by experience fome medical 
knowledge,, attends thofe afflified with 
fevers, &c« This is the only phfiycal help 
at prefenl in the Colony, for though we 
have twofurgco s they are both fo ill, as 
to diiable them from helping either them- 
felves, or others ; ftp of them returns to 
England ki the Packet, as does our mr* 
tijud Hldicr. 



Itm, Ac. 
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."LETTER IX. 

Siikra Leomi, Aug. «5, 179ft. 

■ . -. . ,-. ■> * y. ■ . •« 

My dear. Friend, 



Y0Ui 



muft nc^t pipmife ygijrfelf . 
either inftru&ion or entertainment frpm 
this letter, for my ftrength of body and 
mind ace fo debilitated by a fevere fit of 
tllnefs, that with much ado I could fum- 
mon refolution enough to take up my pen, 
or prevail on .myfelf "to write you a fyl- 
lable by this opportunity, but havrngmade 
a beginning (which is equal to half the 
tafkJIfhall now endeavour to fpin out 
wfcat I can* 

I was confined three weefcfr with a vio- 
lent fever, ftoneblind four days, and ex- 
pefting every moment to be my laft; in- 
deed I mofl mtvaculoufly efcaped the jaws 
of death: fortunately, juft as I was taken 
' fic^a Phyfician arrived, to whofe attention 
4tftd flcfH I confider myfelf principally in- 
debted for my recovery ; I am yet a poor 

objeft, 
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obje&, and being tinder the fieceffity of 
having my head ftiaved, tends to inereafe 
rnyghaftly figure. You will readily guefs it 
was very humbling and provoking for me 
to loofe my fine, head of hair, which I al- 
ways* tool fo much pride in, but I cannot 
kelp it, and thank God my life is pre- 
ferved. '* . * 

* * 

- A few weeks Gnce arrived Jthe Calypfo* 
from 15ulam> with a number. of difappoint* 
e4 adventurers who went to that Ii]and; 
the^y came here in -expe&ation of .finding 
accommodation tor a part of them during 
the rainy, feafon^ wha meant afterwards to 
return to- Bulam : bvil they entertained 
wrong notions of aur Colony, when tfiey 
(knpippfkd we had it r in < our power tb.ac* 
commodate rfierfi^ fo^moft Of *g«iI owr 
gemtkimen are obliged to fleep: on flwp 
board, for want of houfes cr lodgings on 
ftiore. . : : : l i * 

- The adventurers* feem vexed fefc being . 
thus defeated in their expectations* and in* 
tend to return to England in the Calypfo, 
when the fails, which wiU be QxoxWy; I 

4 I * -" 

Perhaps ypu have not heard of the Bu- 
lam expedition before, and I c&n giveyou 
•but a very imperfeft ^ccouut of it,r how- 
ever/ IVill laconically tell you what I 
know. A Mr. 
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A Mr. Dalrymplc was engaged by (km 
Dire&ors of the Sierra Leone Company jto 
come out as Governor of this Colony; but 
they difagrecd from fome trifling circum* 
(lance, and Mr. Dalrymple feeling him* 
fielf offended, let on foot towards the laU 
tcr end of lad year) a fubfeription fot 
forming a fettlement en the Ifland I am 
fpeaking of, in oppofition to the Sierra 
I^eone Company ; A number of fpecula* 
tors (boa atfbciated, fubferibed to Mr* 
Palrymple's plan, and I fancy, pr*ma* 
turely let about the completion of itsob* 
jc&s, before they had well digefkd the 
theory, or accumulated a fufficient fond 
to enfare fuccefs ; be that as it may, 
they purchafed a fmall Ooop, char- 
tered the Calypfo and another fhip, en* 
gaged numbers of needy perfbns, whqj, 
with man/ of the fubfertbers, perjbnally 
embarked in the enterprize, and placing 
themfclves under the dire&ion of Mr. 
Dairy it pie, and a few others, failed from 
England in April* laft, and arrived at 
Bulam in June, 

1 underftahd they were all novices in 
the arts and modes requifite for attaining 
tbeir wifhed for poffeffion, which was 
unfortunate, fcr their ignorance led them 
into au error, that proved fatal to feveraU 

Although 
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Although the ifland of Bulam was unin- 
habited, it was claimed by perfons refidihg 
on the adjacent Iflands, who by fome means 
or oth«r, learned the errand of the adven- 
turers! and to prevent them from getting k 
footing without confent of the proprietors, 
t fecretly landed a party of men on th£ If- 
land, where they, fqr feveral days Watched 
the motions of Mr. Dalrymple's people ; 
between thirty arid-forty of ! whbnr hkving 
difembarked and landed, (Without 1 atfyprfc. 
vious, ceremony, according jto thp cuftom 
t>f the country) the native^* tbok th l e r ^rft 
opportunity to catch them off thfeir guar5, 
fell upon them, killed five men and onfe 
woman, wounded two men,, ^arriedjoff 
thrde or four wom&ri and' children, • and 
Obliged the remainder to return to X^kir 
ihip. " ^ -• • 

■ 

After this Mr- Dalrymplfc went to (he 
neighbouring Ifland of BifTao. belonging 
to the Portuguefe, where he f through the 
medium of a merchant' of that country, 
became acquainted with the meafures he 
ffcftuld zjiave a^opt^d/atfirfti^snjli^vjng 
courted the friendfhipof the native chfef^ 
aod.majie them fenfible of his ^peaceable 
f^n.4 Jionprable ityegtyons, , they reftored 
>thg >W men anc^dji^A ^W»niM»fld jifttf 
gave him poffeflion of the Ifland, for fome 
. >.^t O trifling 
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trifling acknowledgment I have not yet 
afctrtained. 

Mr. Dalrymple had accomplifiied this 
but ? &ort time when he fell fick, and 
many of the emigrants forefeeing fright- 
ful hardfhips whUrn they were unwilling to 
encounter during the prefent rains, Wand 
they refolved to return to England, but 
firft to come hither for^the purpofe 1 be- 
fore mentioned. 

The I flan d is not altogether abandoned, 
a Lieutenant Beaver of the Navy, with a 
few people, remain upon it. 

Since their arrival here many $f them 
have died, and the (hip is juft now, very 
fickly — So much for Bulam. 

» 

Now I muft fay fomething of ourfelyes, 
< which 1 have the heartfelt tktisfa&ion of tel- 
ling you before hand will be more cheer- 
ful and fatisfadory than any thing I have 
heretofore fakL 

: By the lad fliip* }Ar. Cfarklbn received 
Jnftru8ions from the DireQors, veiling 
1iim with more ample powers than he 
|held before : this was much to be wifhed 
v ifof* and its beneficial effefts are already 
'*ifibfc - " ' " y "5 

^ • » DireSly 
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Direftly after getting this enlargement 
of authority, Mr. Clarkfon invited all 
the . gentlemen and ladies in the Colony to 
dine at a mefs-houfe, built for the gen- 
tlemen who came out in the Sierra Leone 
Packet; everyone who was well enough, 
gladly attended to celebrate a meeting 
which was intended to give birth to plea- 
fentnefs, unanimity, and perpetual har- 
mony f anq to deface every thing to the 
contrary, that previoufly exifted in the 
Colony: The day I am told (for being 
fick at the time, I could not be there) was 
fpent, as it fhould be, with every demonft ra- 
tion of fatisfaflion, by all parties, and the 
boufe was named Harmony Hall, by which 
name it is now, and I fuppofe ever will 
be known, while a flick of it ftands ; This 
houfe, and the one I have, are all the 
buildings^ yet finifhed, (I mean for the 
Whites J, but feveral others are about. 

The Colony is growing healthier every 
day; mod of the Blacks are able to turn 
out to work. The men are employed in 
the Company's fervicej and receive twa 
fhillings per day wage$, out of which they 
pay four {hillings per week for their pro* 
vifions. 

The women are occupied in attending 

their little gardens, and rearing poultry. 

- - O a- The 
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«,The natives daily grow: nJore imimke 
*ith us, and- are cohftandy bringing in 
fruits of different kinds, but feldom anj> 
live ftock* unlefs now and then a few* 
fowls, pr perhaps a goat, which they bar. 
teh away fdr c loath, foap, or fpirhs. 

Every mbdnlight ntght we hear the 
drums of King Jemmy's town; which' uf 
fcarccty half a. mile from hence. Thi* 
mcrfic of otir neighbours, for a long timo 
after wc arrived, ufed frequently to alarrr* 
the Colony; but by cuftom it ha> bccoind 
familiar. For feveral months King Jemmy} 
cotild not be perfuaddd to come into Free 
ToVn; bujt at latt beibgf prevailed upon? 
sttidTeliifhing his reception, he now repeats 
his yi Iits fo often, as to be very trouble- 
fome: Whenever hi comes, a boy attends* 
him "with a pair of hbrfeman's piftblsy 
loaded, ,ahd r will, not be furprifed if hoT 
does milchief with them fome day, or 
other, for he never returns home untilihe 
has drank a firfficient quantity of rum of 
brandy, to kindle hi* fa vagfe nature for any 
manner of wifckednefir 

- Th^' Jift Mp: brought out a tergsbbufe 
pf one hundred feet in length, which is. tor 
be erefcled in the vicinity of the town as 
an hofpital * but the people being mbftly 
on the, recovery, iMWnk i* w/wld be n*or& 
... , .. advifabk 
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adVifable to ere& it as a .ftoVerhoufe, and 
thereby not only fave the Company's va- 
luable property, which is juft now perifh- 
ittg for want or fhelter ; but would ferve as 
arepefitory for vending many goods that 
are wafting on board of ihips, which, would' 
greatly contribute to our cojnfort, and> 
which we are deprived of from not having 
a .proper place where they might be e*- 
pofed to fale ; and again, I do not think 
our Black; will fubmit to be fent to an 
hof pi tal, therefore* the intention will be 
fruttrated, however, the boufaws fo coi> 
firu&ed, that it can be put up'.or taken 
down in a few hours, consequently may, 
at any time hereafter, be removed ; and 
we underftand feveral houfes of the fame 
kind are expe&ed in two large fhips, which 
are hourly looked for. 

Since the rains, we have been fadHy in- 
fefted by a variety of infe&s, but more 
particularly cockroaches and ants ; the 
latter come from their nefts in fiich for- 
midable force* as to ftnke terror where* 
ever they go. You will think it ftrange, 
that fuch an infignificant infeft as the ant 
is in England, fhoul4 be able in another 
country* to florin the habitations of people, 
and drive out the inhabitants ; but I plelge 
my veracity to you, I have known then* 
O 3. ia 



in tme night, .force twelve or fourteen, fa- 
milies from their fioufes, who were obliged 
to make ufe of fire and boiling water to 
deftroy them, which are the only weapon* 
We can attack them with, that will effac* 
tuklly check their progrtfs. 

Mufquetos are not fo troublefome here 
as I haveielt them elfewheie ; but we have 
a perpetual cr6aking of frogs and buzzing€[ 
of various vermin^ very difcordant and 
unpkafant to the ear of a perfon in per* 
feft health- yet much more fo to thofe 
who are lick. 

, Th^re has heen feveral large ferpente 
•kiHed s in the. Colony, but rone of the 
overgrown fize ; Lieutenant Mathews and 
ofcher authors mention* the largefl I have 
heard of, meafured nine feet in length.-*— 
We have been twice vifited by fome fero- 
eious wild beaft, fuppofed to be aTyger; 
the la ft tim$ it w#$ attacked Inr two maf» 
tiffs of oum, w^o were beat off and mate- 
rially injured. Oqc of my poor dom^fticsj 
a very he^vy Newfoundland dog, had his 
throat terribly lacerated: the other, I 
iroa-ifte, fought fty; as he came off witli 
K'ttle damage., 

«; Y here ^re mafiy. good hunters among 
9^r Settlers, through wjioin we fometimes 



gift wild dee* or ; pork; th<? latter is * 
Coarfe unpjeafant food ; I lately had a 
haunch, the hide of which was full art 
inch" ajid aa half thick ; the former is mea^ 
gfe, dry meat, very unlike your Englifl* 
venifon* but fuch as it h f we ire glad 
when it comes in our way. 

Some little time ago an accident hap* 
pened, one of the moll expert hunters we 
have,' which has confiderably leflened our 
fupply of game ; he was laying in ambuih 
near where he new a deer frequented*; 
anbther perlon, in purfuit of the fanfe, 
paffing fyard. by, and hearing the ruliling 
of leaves, immediately fired into the 
tbjcket from whence the noife proceeded, 
and lodged the greater contents of his gun 
jn the head and right Ihoulder of his un r 
fqrtunate rival, but, not killing .him, hf 
brought bim home, two miles ^through thf 
wood, on his Ihoulder* Falconbridge exr 
traQed feveral of the fhot, and thinks hf 
fcaay recover. ' 

OurBDtanift and Mineralift have* a* 
yet, made little proficiency in .thofe 
branches of natural philofophy; the aaaf 
fafion of the Colony has retarded them 
a* /well as others; thenars both Swedes, 
itad confidered, very eminent in. tbsirfpftfr 

felfionS| 
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feffions. The'Mineralift i$ about to mat*, 
rfh excurfion into the interior Country, antk 
is very fanguine in his expectations. He 
has but flightly explored the country here-. 
Sbouts, and been as flightly rewarded ;> 
the only fruits of his refearches are a few* 
pieces of iron oar,; richly impregnated with 
magnetifm, with which the mountains 
abcund. 

'* -" * 

The Botanift is preparing a garden 
for experiments, and promifes htnifelf 
much amufement and fatisfoftion, wheti 
hecanflriQly attend to his bufinefs. His 
garden is now very forward, but it is at- 
tended with confidcrable expence ; hovr- 
ever, a mere nothing, when put into the 
great fcale of Colonial charges, which, 
including (hipping, Officers' falaries* 
wages of labourers, and provifions, does 
not amount fo kfs than the enormous fum 
of one hundred and fifty pounds per day, 
without naming incidental charges, fueh 
as prefents to natives, daily wafte and 
deftru&ion of property, &c. Thofe ag<- 
grc gated from the birth of the Company, 
to the prefent time, may at leaft be com* 
puted at 25,oooL 

This is not a fuppofition of my own, 

for I have heard it irom thofe who rauft 

« certainly 



certainly be informed' on the btrifo£fe$ 
. but notwithftanding the* Company's porfe^ 
is fo much, weakened, by folly and wanr 
of circunifpeftidn, if the harmony and 
* good underftanding, at prefent emitting ?in* 
the Colony! dominues, it is yet futficieiifly! 
ftrong* by being applied with method,<aud* 
wopier exertions, not only to'retrieve their* 
loifes, and anfwer their original laudable* 
and magnanimous purpofes,. but amply re- 
quire* any pecuniary motived they may 
have. 

Mr. Falconbridjre has obtained permit- 
fion from Mr, Clarkfon to commence his 
commercial career, and had fele&ed goods 
for the purpofe, but was checked by ill* 
nefs, and is dangeroufly ill at this moment. 
If he recovers, his firlt aflay will be on the 
Gold Coaft, where he anticipates fuccefs f 
and often fays he hopes to cheer the de- 
fpondent Dire&ors* by a valuable and uiv 
expected cargo, 

Mr. Clarkfon thinks it too fcarly to med- 
dle with trade, from the idea that it will 
procralUnate the regularity and comfort of 
the Colony, which he is {treniioufly en- 
deaypuring to eftablifh, but from my Ren- 
der hotion of things, I humbly beg leave 
to differ from him, and rather fuppofe it 

wduld 
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would greatly contribute to accelerate his 
wifhes; at lead it would not be the (mail- 
ed hindrance, or by a ay means interfere 
with our police, which to be Aire will 
not yet bear a fcrupulous invefligation ; 
however it is mending, atid I dare fay, in 
time; our able, zealous pilot, will fleer us 
clear of the labyrinth which he found us 
entangled in* . , . r . 

May it be fo, is the earneft wi(b of, 

Your's, Stc.Stf, 



^EtTER' 
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LETTERS. 

•Free Town, Sierra Leone, 
28M Dec. 179a. 

My dear Friend ', 

WlTHIN ten or twelve days 
after the date of my laft, arrived the two 
(hips that were expe&ed. One is the 
York, a large veffel of a thoufand tons 
(belonging to the Company), that is in- 
tended to end her days here in the charac> 
ter of a ftorefhip, for which purpofe fhe 
Is admirably adapted ; the other is the 
"Samuel and Jane, likewife.a veffel of great 
burden, chartered to remain here fix 
months if wan f ed. This veffel arrived 
fome days before the York ; in her came 
a Mr. Waflis, to fuperfade Falconbridge ; 
the DireQors having ihought proper to an* 
tiul his appointment as Commercial Agent, 

?f That they had a right to do To, I will 
Hot queftioft ; but methink* it developes 

treachery;. 



treachery; and I now fufpeft their* whole 
C*ondu8. to us in England, was only a com- 
plication of hypocritical (hares, fo anfwer 
felfifh purpofes, which having attained, 
they cared not any longer to wear the 
mafk. 

In their difmiffion they accufe Falcon- 
bridge of not extending their commercial 
views, and wanting commercial know- 
ledge. The latter charge may be in fome 
meafure well-founded, for Mr. Fartcon^ 
bridge was bred to pbyfic, and men of per- 
fpicuity would have known how unfit fuch 
a perfon muft be for a merchant, indeed 
he, wa$ aware of it himfelf, , but it being a 
place of much expeQed profit, (a tempta- 
tion<noi to.be wfthftood), he<wa$in hope* 
by application, foon ,to haves improved jthe 
little knowledge he had, ,fo as *tq benefit 
both. his employers and himfelf; but ifi thi* 
they difappointed him, and were , dually 
the caufe of choking the attempt* -he might 
bave made. > > \ . . *■*>: -v i : .. 

They fhould recollett the deep decep- 
tion played upon him. He left England 
with independant ; and .unlimited pxvtoexs* 
i'hich were <reH rained immediately on; our 
arrival here. Thus bifidledj, witjl t\& rpins 
in poffeflipi). of men, whp conlidJere4. com- 
merce 
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mere* only as a fecondary view of (he 
Company, and who negatived every pro- 
pofition of the icind Falconbridgc made, 
till a very flxort time before his appoint- 
jnent was annulled. — What was he to do ? 

Two days before hie difmiffion came out, 
he crawled from his fick bed, and, at the 
moment it was delivered him, was in the 
aft of arranging and preparing matters for 
the trading voyage I mentioned in my laft. 
% am certain it proved a mortal ftab to him ; 
he was always addi&ed to drink more than 
lie fliould ; but after this by way of me- 
liorating his harrowed feelings, he kept 
himfelf conftantly intoxicated ; a poor* for- 
lorn remedy you will fay.; however, it an- 
fwered his wifh, which I am convinced 
was to operate as poifon, and thereby finilh 
his exiftence ; lie fpun out his life in an- 
guifti and mifery till the 19th inftant, whon 
without a groan he gafp'd his laft ! ! ! 

I will not be guilty of fuch meannefs 
as to tell a falfhood on this occafioa, by 
laying I regret his death, no ! I really do 
not, his life had become burthenforae 
to himfelf and all around him, and 
his condtt& to me, for more than two 
years pad, was fo unkind, (not to give 
a harfher term) as leng 1 Jince - to .wean 
every (park of affe&ion or regard I 
P ever 
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*ver had For him. This I am perftiaded, 
was his greateft crime ; he poffeffed many 
virtues, but an excellent dutiful fon, and 
a truly honeft man, were confpicuous traits 
in his charafter. 

1 fliall now return to the arrival of the 
York; in this (hip came out the Rey. Mr. 
Horne and a Mr,- Payees, who is a new ap- 
pointed member evf council. I muft not 
proceed any further till I inform you, 
the Direflors have wholly changed th^r 
original fyftem of government, difmounted 
the old. Council, and placed their political 
•reins in the .hands of Mr* Clarkfon, who is 
to be aflifled by two Counfellors, one of 
whom is the gentleman I j.uft mentianedt 
the other is not yet appointed. 

, This new miniftry is titled, " The Gover- 
nor and .Council," atod are charged with 
the management of all civil, military, aqd 
commercial affairs, but have no authority 
whatever to jpiterfecc ,in eqc^efiaftical inat- 
ters, which are left to the guidance of Mr. 
Jlorne or any other Minilt^r far- the time 
being. , , ,. 

Time will (hew ^^ther, this alteration 
of pol tics proves. propitious, 3$ yet things 
have not fallen off*] but rather meqded. . 

o k •:•:••. We 
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We are and have been frequently mucin 
peftered by renegade feamen, quitting fhips 
employed in the Slave Trade, and refu- 
ging here, to the great detriment :of their' 
employers and inconveniences of the Co- 
lony. This circumftanceconfiderably per- 
plexes Mr. Clarkfon, who, on the one 
hand i§ not only threatened with lawfuits 
by the mafter^ and owners of fhips, de- 
tained for want of their failors, but is well 
convinced of the injury they fuftain; on 
die other, his orders are to protett every 
man, which leaves him in an aukward fitu- 
ation, and at a lofs what to do; however, 
by way of intimidation to pra&ices of tile 
kind, he had the following notification, 
\ which has not availed any thing) fent to 
fome of the neighbouring factories and 
ftuck up in the Colony : . 



Free Town, Sierra Leojtb, 

Sept. $d, 1792; 

i€ This is to give Notice, that I will 
not on any account, permit Seamen, who 
may leave their refpe&ive Veffels, to take» 
Ihelter in this Colony; and I (hall give or- 
ders in future, that the Conftables feize 
every man who cannot give a good ac* 
P 2 counts 
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count of himfelf, op "whom they may fuf- 
peft to have deferted from their emplovv 
At the fame time I ifaall be always ready 
to lift en to the complaint* of every in* 
jured man, and (hall tranfmit their affida- 
vits home to England, provided they make 
application in a proper manner. 

(Signed) 

JOHN CLARKSON.* 

It is muck to be lamented, however 
defirable the abolition of the Slave Trade 
may be, while it is fanftioned by the Eng* 
life Government, property of individuals 
in that trade fhould be harraffed and an- 
noyed by want of order and regularity inf 
this Colony, or by the fanatical prejudice 
of any fetof men. One (hip in particu- 
lar has fullered mod effentially, viz. die 
THher, Clark, of Liverpool, whofe men 
deferted from her in July laft, and though* 
jhe has had her cargo engaged ever fince^ 
fee is not yet able to quit the coaft for 
want of Teamen; fame of whom died, ami 
others are now here, employed in the Com? 
fan/s service. 

On the a5th, 27th, and 28th of Sep- 

* ternber, there was an aflembly of native 

Chieftains here, and a Palaver was held 



ibr the purpofe of afcertaining the limits 
, cff the Company's territory. This was at- 
tended with confiderable more - expencfc" 
than Falconbridge's palaver, and the con* 
(Sequence far lefs produ&ive. They finilh- 
ed by curtailing the bounds, from* twenty 
miles fquare, /the quantity purchafed by 
Captain Thompfon, and afterwards con- 
firmed to the St George's Bay Company) 
to about two miles and a quarter fronting 
the fea, and running in a direS line back, 
3s far as the diftrift of Sierra Leone may 
be, which is generally fuppofed not to 
exceed five or fix miles, and three fourths 
of it a barren/ rocky, mountainous coun- 
try, where it will be impoffible for men, 
who are to earn their bread by agricul- 
ture, even to fupport themfelves ; but 
admitting it was all good, there is not 
more than will enable the Company to 
comply with one-fifth part of their engage- 
ments to ttoe Blacks brought from Ame- 
rica, which proportion is now furvfcying ;.; 
for them. 

This circumftance, I atti perfaaded, wBl 
hereafter lead to much difcontent and un- 
eafinefs among the fettlers, and, if I do 
wot foothfay wrongly, will fhackle *thofe 
gentlemen who have been the instruments 
of removing them, with fuch difgrace as ^ 
they wiEhnot eafily expunge, „ 

P 3, Whca- 



When Ae Palaver was ended, and 
Naimbana (who prefided at it on the pari 
of the natives) was about to return to Ro- 
bana, Mr. Clarkfoir, by way of amufing 
and complimenting the Kiog, took him it* 
a boat with fix oarsmen and a cockfwain, 
who' rowed them through the fleet in the 
harbour, confiding of hx or feren fail ^ 
each veffel, as they pafled, faluted them* 
with feveral guns, till ihey came to the- 
Harpy, when they were not noticed by 
the fmalleft token of refpeQ ; on the con* 
trary, Captain Wilfon called to Mr. Clark* 
fori and told him, he had a few words to fay 
to him; Mr. Clarkfon replied, if they 
were not of much confequence he wifhecL 
to be excufed juft then, but upon Wil- 
fon's affuring him they were of Tome- 
importance, the Governor complied with 
his neqiieft and went on bo^rd: Cap- 
tain* Wilfon then faid, he was much of- 
fended that Mr. Clarkfon ftnuld take a 
boat's crew from his (hip, and a cockfwaiiv 
from another; till that moment Mr. Clark- 
fon had not obferved fuch to be the cafe* 
and aflured Captain Wilfon it was done 
inadvertently, without the (lighted inten- 
tion of giving offence. Thi* acknowledg- 
ment wa« not enough for Captain WilfonJ 
andhfc temper being irritated, he ufed fome- 
Tery indifcrest exgreffioas to* M*. Clarke 



c m ) 

fen, fucti as telling him ; " Damn me> Sir, 
if ev^r you fhall have another boat's crew? 
from my fhip, unlefs yotr have a cockfwati* 
alfo," Sec. Set. The governor was hurt 
at fueh language and returneduo his boat;,' 
King Naimbana enquired of him why 
that fhip did not iFire ? he anfweTed " Mrs* 
Wilfon is fick, and the Captain dbes not 
Hke to difturb her with the noife." 

The King then" emBarked on board the 
Lapwing Cutter* and* went home: When^ 
he was gone, and the Colony clear of al£ 
the. Chieft, Mr. Clarkfon fenr a roeffage 
Co Captain* Wilfon, defining him to make 
an apology for his unhandfome behaviour,, 
or he (Mr. Clarkfon) would be undfer the 
neceffity of taking fteps very repugnant? 
to his inclination. Wilfon pofitively re- 
flifed, and continuing obftinate two days,, 
(wholjy engroffed with mefTages and an- 
swers, to and fro), Mr. Chirkfo% although 
a man of humility and condefcenfion, un- 
willing to brook fo grofs an infult, fum- 
moned every gentleman in theXolotoy to* 
meet him on board the Amy.; and when- 
they were collefted, wrote a letter, fqm-- 
moning Captain Wiifcfn ;~ which fummons* 
being difobeyed, he appealed w the af- 
feinbly r who ttfianimoufly determined, the 
<Jetin(^ciei^ ftxmld br difa)ified from, com* 
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m&nd of the Harpy; in confequenc* 
whereof, his difmiflion, figned by the Go- 
vernor and Mr. Dawes, was fent immedi- 
ately. 

When the boat that carried it, came ua* 
der the Harpy's ftern, (being a little after 
eight at night,) (he was hailed, and atked 
whither Die was bound ? •' To the Harpy* 
with a letter for Captain Willbn," anfwered 
the bearer ; " I am deGred to inform you, 
no boat will be permitted to come along 
fide at fuch an improper hour ; and, if 
you proceed a boats length further, Cap- 
tain Wilfon's orders are to fire on you" 
replied a voice from the Harpy: thefe* 
threats not intimidating the boat's crew, 
two mufkets were aftually fired on them, 
but did no mifchief; and reaching the fhip* 
before another fire, the undaunted mefleR- 
ger attempted to afcend the gangway, but' 
was prevented by the (hip's company, who- 
cut away the gangway ropes, and beat^ 
him off with cutlaffes, flicks, &c. 

Captain Wilfoa having learned the pur- 
port of this letter, from fome per fort who "• 
afterwards went on board, declared he 
would not be removed from his fhip with 
Hfe, and he would blow out that man's 
brains, who dared attempt to enforce him I* 

TEk, 
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TWr hoifttrrous difpoGtion fubfided by 
the fallowing day, when his difmiffion* 
with m nutes of every gentleman** opinion 
who had been at the mee Jng over night, 
-were lent him He then perfilted that he 
would not tamely leave his (hip, but if 
any perfon. authorifed, forcibly attempted 
to take him our, he would make no un- 
lawful refinance, Mr. Da w«s volunteered 
Jjhis duty, went on board, and after, in 
Tain, perfuading Wilfon not to put him 
to the unpleafant talk of ufing violence* 
lie took him by the collar, and gently led 
him over the flap's fide. Wbendefeend* 
ing into the boat, he called to his Offi- 
cer* and men, <4 Obferve I I am forced 
out of my fhip." He was then conduced 
to the York, where he was informed hi* 
sefidence would be until an opportunity 
offered to fend learn to England* 

* This fracas being thus quieted, perfeft 
harmony otherwife fubfifting among us, 
and Mr. Clarkfon having feme idea of 
returning to Europe, wifhed before hand, 
to furnilh Mr. Dawes with a trial of his 
influence among the Blacks, and indivi- 
dual 'management of the Colony; and 
judging a trip to fea, for a few weeks, 
would be the beft means of affording 
fuqh an opportunity, he failed in the 

Amy 
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Amy ow the 2d of Oflobcr, in company 
with a fmall brig of the Sierra Leone Com* 
pany's, then bound home to England; but 
in which Mr. and Mrs. Wilfon could not 
take their paflage, the accommodations 
being previoufly difpofed of. 

When Mr. Clarkfon failed, he defired 
Captain Wilfon might be informed, he 
was not to confider himfelf a prifoner, 
but at liberty to conduft himfelf as he 
pleafed, aftd vifit any where he liked, ex* 
cept the Harpy^ which fhip he was ftriQl* 
prohibited from putting his foot on boarcL 

In about three weeks Mr. Clarkfon re- 
turned ; a multiplicity of complaints were 
then poured into him by the Settlers, 
againft Mr. Dawes, whofe auftere, referved 
condu& (To reverfe to the (weet manners 
of the other), they could not poffibly 
relifh, and confequently all hopes or ex- 
pectations of the latter gaining popularity, 
proved abortive. It may not be mal-a- 
propose to mention here, that Mr. Dawes 
is a fubaltern of Marines ; that the pre- 
judices of a. rigid military education has 
been heightened by his having ferved, 
fome time at Botany Bay, where, no doubt, ' 
it is neceffary for gentlemen to obferve 
an awful feverity in their looks and ac- 
tions: 
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lions; but fuch behaviour, however fuit- 
able for a Colony formed wholly of Con- 
vifts, and governed by the iron tod of 
defpotifm, fhould be fcrupluoufly guarded 
againk in one like this, whofe basis is Li* 
berty and Equality ', and whofe Police is 
dependant, in great meafure, if not al- 
together, on the whimfical difpofition of 
an ignorant populace, which can only be 
advantageoufly tempered by placidnefs and 
moderation. 

The Dii eQors having ordered home the 
Harpy, when fhe could be fpared from 
the Colony, Mr. Clarkfon, on his return, 
defired flie might be expeditioufly fitted 
for fea, and on the, 28th of lalt month, 
feeing Sunday; and mod of the Colony 
pioufly engaged, Captain Wilfon, know- 
iftg- flie was nearly ready, availed himfelf 
of the chance, and through the means of 
her boat, that dame under pretence of 
giving him an airing, replaced himfelf, by 
confent of his Officers and 'crew, in com- 
mand' of his ftiip, and immediately after 
divine feryice, Mf. Clarkfon received the 
following letter from him. 
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I apprehend ft is necdlefe to in- 
form you 1 have taken poffeffion .of the 
Harpy, and me -in, in -defiance of all op* 
pofition, to carry herto England. 

As I flhottld be very forry to be exceeded 
an politenefs on this-occafion,* I write this 
, to aft your commands, for London, in- 
tending to fail immediately ; Ecverthelefs, 
J5ir, if within an hour I receive an an* 
fwer, afluriqg me of your pacific intentions, 
Jigned by yourself and M r. Dawes, I will 
4*ait your orders. 

Take care, Sir, how you attempt any 
tiling like force ; if blood U fhed, be A 
upon your head. WifhUig you more pen* 
^dence, and better advtfers, 

I remain, Sir, 

Your snoft humble Servant, 

T. H. WILSON* 
John Clarkfon, Efq. &c. &c. 

This 

* Mk. Clark fon had wrote a day or two before 
•this to Mrs. Wilfon, offering Jur a paflage in the 
Harpy, and at the fame time informing Captain 
Wilion, ihe was to fail in a few days, if he wiihed 
4o write* 



( i8i ) 

r This fos'^ftep foimlboked for, that it 
puzited the' Governor ahd Cpuncil ho.v 
to conduft them&JvesV after ' fome deli- 
beratibh, 1 they detenhined not to anfwer 
Captain Wilfoh's liettiiy and the time he 
limited having elapfed, we faw the Harpy 
under ihe guns of the York, and under the 
guifs of the Battery, ge(; under way, and 
triumphantly faii oftl #l 

^Various opinibns prevailed refpefling the 
propriety of Captain Wilfon's repoffeffing 
himfelf of the Harpy : fome faid it was an 
aft of piracy, and they were certain he 
would iWter take her to England; but 
others judged l£f& harfhly, with, whom I 
j^oinf ; and, from my knoyledge of Captain 
WilfbnJ feel myfelf au'thorifed to lay, he 
ppffefles too great arfliare of pride, and t6o 
high a. terife of honor, to fhipwreck his 
chfaraQer on the rock of infamy — but a:t the 
fame rime wll hot aver him inerrable; on 
th6 contrary, think his behaviour t6 Mr. 
(Harkfon mdnftrous difrefpe&ful and in* 
confiftent, which, without doubt, he was 
betrayed into by warmth of temper, and 
too lofty, but wrong notiops of punctilio's. 

I have been particularly obliged to Cap- 
tain Wilfon, therefore it would be truly 
ungenerous, nay, the blackeft ingratitude 

Q in 
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in me, mifchievoufly, to hint at any; thing 
prejudicial to him, andmuft beg yoij not 
to iuppofe I have touched upon, die, fub* 
je& by way of afTailing hischara&er; con- 
fidering it a circurriftance of importance, 
I could not pafs it oyer in lilence.* , 

On the 2d inftant arrived the, Felicity, 
from England. 1 mention the arriyal qf 
this veffel, becaufe fhe was expefled to 
bring a number of ufeful ftores for the 
Colony, in place of which her cargo con- 
fided principally of garden watering fvtu ' * 

In her way out (he flopped at Gambia, 
and took in feveral head of cattle, whereby. 
" we are now and then indulged with roal^ 
beef, the firft we have had fince oui; zt T 
rival, for the inhabitants, here-about$ > are 
too indolent to attend to rearing doip^ftiq 
quadrupeds of any kind.—KingNairaban^ 
has two or , three ve,ry fat beeves ; and J 
think there may be as many more at JfancQ 
Ifland; but, before the Felicity arrived, 
I can venture to fay, thofe were all in this: 
part of the country, unlefs I include a. 
couple of milch cows, and a bull brought 
out from England by the York, which, 
' f[qm 

* Should this Narrative meet the eye of Captain 
Wilfon, I truft he will do me the juftice to fay, I 
have not wandered from the broadway of truth. 
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from the inimical climate, died in a very 
fhort time. Thefe brought from Gambia 
are thin, the flefli dark and coarfe, and 
Only the name <tf beef as a recommen- 
dation. Mutton and goat's flefli are the 
mod preferable in their kinds ; indeed, 
fhe former, though, not overloaded with 
fat, I think nearly as fweet as our Englifh 
*mmon, but the little we get of them, come 
chiefly from the interior country. 

' About the latter end of O&ober, the 
rains began to diminifh ; and for a month 
paft have entirely ceafed : they are fuc- 
ceeded by denfe, difagreeable, and un- 
wholefome fogs, which are fuppofed will 
eontihae near a rhonth longer. Thefe 
are tenhed fmoaks, and considered more 
unhealthy than the worft rains^ but we can- 
not fay fofrom experience, for the Colony 
, is healthier jufl now, than it has been fince 
the beginning of May ; yet a few deaths 
happen now and then : among thofe who 
lately died was Mr. Nordenschold, the 
Mineralift, who was taken ill on the ex« 
peduion . I noticed in my laft, he was, 
then about to make, and forced to return 
without acquiring any fatisfa&ion for. his 
journey, which was attended fiot only with 
innumerable difadvantages from the time 
of year, but with many other impediments 
fee did not forefee or expeft. 

Q 2 The- 
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The lofs of him is much to be regreitail} 
for he was an enterprifing c!cy,cr. so&n* 
and no doubt, had he lived, would >hay@ 
] rocurcd a vaft deal, of u/cfuj infonfca* 
lion. 

The Governor and Council have at laft 
bought it advifable to embark in Agricul- 
ture, and have purchafed a fraall track of 
land on the oppofite (Bullom) ffiQre.-— 
This- new undertaking is placed under the 
management of a man, who was fome time 
an Overfeer in Dominica, and who was a 
Member of the firjt Council : it is < called 
Clarkson's Plantation, and from the rich- 
«efs and apparent fertility of the foj), much 
advantage may. be looked for, pjovide4 
no difagfeement arifes with the natives, 
and a fufficient number of fteady labourers 
can be obtained ; but being in its infancy, 
all we can do afprefent is to wifh it fuc- 
cefc, which time muft determine. 

Three or four new houfes are, now ere£t» 
ed, and molt of the gentlemen are com- 
fortably lodged; there is a retail fh op open- 
ed in the Colony, from whence we are fur- 
nifheci with fuch goods as the Dire&ors 
have fent out, molt of which are not only 
badly adapted for a warm climate, but 
wretchedly bad in their kind. 
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We have little gold or filver among 
us ; that want is fubftittrted by paper 
. notes, from fiVe dollars down to fix-pence, 
figned by the Governor or Mr. Dawes. — 
The credit of this medium is eftablifhed 
by giving bills of exchange, to the holders,- 
npdti the Direftors, at a trifle more than 
efleveft per cent, difcount, which is only 
&e difference between fterling and cur- 
rency, a guinea being nominally twenty* 
three (hillings and four-pence here ; it is 
taken m payment for goods at the Com- 
pany's ftore, and its reputation is now fo 
good, that the neighbouring Faftories and 
cafuatl Traders receive it for what our Set- 
tlers purchafe for them. 

Mr. Clarkfon is fo convinced the Com- 
pany have been fadljrtmpofed upon, that 
a few weeks ago h^wrote a circular letter 
to the gentlemen of the Colony, acquaint- 
ing them with his intention of failing for', 
England very quickly, — requefting their 
opinion of the various goods that came 
under their notice,-— rtheir general ideas 
as to tte wants of the Colony, and their 
advice how to prevent abufes being prac* / 
tifed on the Company in future. 

I faw part of a letter from onfc geotle- 
Itfan in anfwer, wherein he- fays,— " You 
b*Ve done mc the honor of alking my ad- 

Q 3 vi«r 



' ( 186 ) 

vice J50W to prevent abufes being pra&ifed 
on ttie Company in future ? In anfwer - 
to this I (hall only fay, it would be the 
height of prefumption in me to offer act 
opinion on the fubjeft, being perfuaded 
your own penetration and discernment is 
iufficicnt to difcover a remedy, without 
the afliftance of any one ; and if the 
Diriftors will attend to your advice 
upon this, as well as every other circum-* 
ftance refpe&ing the Colony, I am Jure 
they will find their advantage in it." 

Had my opinion been alked^v I fhould 
have faid x « let the Dire&ors ihake off a 
parcel of hypocritical pjuritans, th$y have 
about them, who, under the cloak of reli- 
gion, are fucking out the very vitals of the 
Company ; let them employ men conver- 
fant in trade, acquainted with the coaft o£. 
Africa, and whofe religious imttl have nevef 
been noticed; under this defcription they 
will find perfons of found moraks fit to be 
intruflcd, but they will ever be fubi^Sl to. 
ixnpofitions,' while they employ a pack of, 
canting parafttes,; who have juft cuqiung. 
enough to deceive them.* 1 ' , :" - . T i I 

We are in great tribulation about Mr. 
Clarkfon's going away, for Mr. Da^$ ia 
almoft univerCally difliked ; and m6re { thaj^ 
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probably anarchy and difconj will again 
return, in full force among us, when the 
management of things are left to him 
alone; however, it is wrong to anticipate 
misfortunes, and our Governor has' made 
every arrangement in his power to prevent 
intruders of this kind. 

The Surveyor has affured him, the 
Blacks fhall have the proportion of land' 
now furveying fbr them, in a fortnight at 
fertheft. Every one has pledged himfelf 
to ufe his utmoft efforts to preferve 
harmony awd order during Mr. Clarkfon's 
abfence, which we expeft will be five or 
fix months,; and to infure Mi". Dawes the 
good will of King Naimbana, he has been 
allowed to make the King a very confider- 
aWe prefbnt out of the Company's Property. 



Adieu,, 
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F*EI TOWH, S*IR*A LiOlrtl, 

Jan.xb, 439J. 

WO days ago Mr. Clark fon failed; 
his depirtur- operated more powerfully 
and generally upon people's feelings, than 
all the deaths we have had in the Co* 
lony ; fiveral gentlemen accompanied him 
two or three leagues to fea, and returned 
the fame night, 

Jan. 2d. The Surveyor has Hopped 
furveying the lots of land for the Settlers, 
although he affured Mr. Qarkfon, thejr 
fhould have them in a fortnight. His at- 
tention is now taken tip with fortifica- 
tion, which feems to be the hobby-Borfe 
of Mr. Dawes, and a large Fort is planed 
out upon a hill, about half a mile from 
the water fide. 

King Jemtfiy came to fee me this day ; 
he afked what was the reafon Mr. Clark- 
fon did not call upon him before he 
failed, and faid he did not fuppofe Mr. 
Clarkfon would kave left the country 
without coming to fee him ; his cheek Was. 
furrowed with tears as he fpoke; I did not 
imagine he hadfo much fenfibility. 

There 
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: Thfere was' a very heavy tornacfo I aft 
»igbt,< an unufual thing at this time of 
th# year; the roof* of my houft ^aV'B'e* 
come Jo dry, that'dre rain had free aiceft 
through, and* I got .thoroughly wet. ' ' 

5th. A remarkable fine ox, (fent as -a 
prefent to the Colony, by King Naimbana) 
was killed this ' day, I never faw fatter 
meat in my life ; our 4 afting governbr; 
(notwithltanding it was a prefent) had it 
fold at 4dper pound. I fuppofe he has 
done this to (hew us he intends^ being an 
ceconomift, and thereby reimburfe the 
Company's heavy loffes ; but that will re- 
quire more, fat okeh than he will be able 
to procure in this part of Africa for fome 
years. This is not the only inftance of his 
ceconomy, or I Ihould fay, parfimony, 
for a few days after Falconbridge died, ht 
came and demanded of me his uniform 
coat,.fword, gun, piftols, and a few other 
prefents that the Direftors had made him, 
which I gave up, they being of no ufe 
"to me; he alfo engroffes all the Yams, 
Pumpkins, Turtle, and almoft every kind of 
provifions in the neighbourhood, and has 
them retailed from the Company's ftore 
at an enormous advance, when turtle is 
killed he fends his own fervant to take an 
account of the weight* left the butcher 

ihould 



fhould embezzle a few pounds; but I 
doubt after all, he will verify the trite 
proverb, " penny wife and pound foolifb" 
for I have heard it remarked by a Gen- 
tleman of infdrmation, that the new Fert, 
if finifhed on the plan propofed, will coil 9 

50,0001* 

7th. This dayanotheriplant^tion was be* 
gan at Savoy Point, about half a mile from 
hence, which is intended for the cultivation 
of cotton, whether it fucceeds or ndt, 
clearing the wood about the totfn will cer- 
tainly be conducive to health. 

The manager of Glarkfon « plantation 
complains that moil of his gramattos or la* 
bourers have left him to attend the cry or 
funeral ceremony of one of their ferrthren, 
who lately difcd by the wound ctf *a ihark ; 
it is uncertain how long the cry will laft. 

9th. Came down from Baftce Ifland, 
the Duke of Buccleugh, bound 46t Ja- 
maica, with upwards of three hundred 
flaves. Yefterday arrived two ftiips, one 
an American, the other a Frenchman ; 
they have plenty of provifiofns on board, 
which the Colony is greatly in want of. 
Mr. Dawes called on moft of -the gentle*, 
men to requeft they would not purchafc 

any, 
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any, faying he intend^ buying what is 
\^ai>|e4 by, wholefale, a»nd will retail it to 
tjyem at a pnall advance ; foch a propofal 
would hav<j corpe better, from a J>;w ped# 
l^r, than from the Governor ot Saerra 
Leone, or a Lieutenant of -Marines*. 

. jith. T^he Duke of Btfgfcleugh failed 
yqfbrday, and the Frenchman this day. 
1 understand Mr. Daw§s i>as pujehafed 
fome articles of proyifiot** Ifpft the 
Frenchman, who would have nothing but 
(laves in return, and for the fake of ac<* 
cojnmodation, Mr. Dawes gave him aja 
order prt M.r. Rennieu^ wbppays him im 
n ves. . I think if this is nor, it borders. 
on f an infringement of t;h$ A& pf P*r~ 
liament, for incQrporating the Company,, 
which fays; " the Company (hall not/ 
through the medium of their fervants, or 
othqrwife, direEUy, or indircfUy, traffic 
ftt> flaves." ' It feems as if Providence 
frpwns oh this purchafe* for afl unufual 
high tidfe carried away part pf the giro-, 
viiibjis after they, were landed. , ' ; 

A fmall coafting cutter of the Ccwn-. 

Sany'scallfed'fhe Providence; arrived this 
ay fron^ ttife turtle iilands, about fifteen. 
Jepgiies tor leeward > (he brought eijzht 
£oats 4 four (heep. and 1 twenty-pne turtle; 
v fixteen 
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fix teen of the latter died fince twelve 
o'clock, which has difconcerted the Gover- 
nor very much ; but 4 am told he has made 
a calculation, and thinks, if he can fell the 
other five, atfotir-pence per pound, fr will 
be yet a saving voyage. j - " * " 

Between eleven and twelve o'clock laft 
night, the' Colbny was alarmed 1 by the 
repwt of guns, beating pf drums, and 
ihHU 'IhttutingSM 6f our neighbours at 
King Jemmy's town — Mr. Dawes aflem- 
Med'all' the 'menj and had krms and am* 
munition given therti, -from a . fuppofition 
ifeat the Natives meknt to attack us— but 
k turnfedout to be a groundlefs alarm, and 
is fufpefted to have been a contrivance 
ef feme ill-difpofed perform id get the 
Settlers irmed. 

fcing Jf mtny and ' Signior Dojningq 
fceing informed' of this, came to-ciay $0 
enquire why their good faith w$s mi£ 
trufted ; they dined with Mr. JDawes^ 
and after dinner King Jemmy paid me 
a vifit ; he feeme4 much offended, and 
ftid it was very foolifh to fuppofe he 
would make war Without a caufe — if he 
had a Palaver with the Colony, he would 
firft come and talk it over, aqd i£ k could 
ndt be fetded in that w*y, and he was 

forced 
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forced to make war, he would give us 
timely notice, that we might defend our- 
felves, but it was the cuftom of his coun- 
try to compromise difputes amicably, and 1 
never to engage in war till there was no 
other alternative, or words to the fame 
effeft. — The former aflertion, I believe, 
is not untrue* and his behaviour to the firft 
Settlers is an example ; in that difpute, he 
gave them three days ifotice of his inten- 
tion to drive them off, and burn their 
town; — with regard to the latter, I have 
frequently heard wars were common among 
the natives for the purpofe of obtaining 
Haves ; fucji may have been the praftice, 
but I have enquired of feveral Chiefs, who 
pofitively deny it ; and I am certain, fince 
my firft acquaintance in this part of, the 
world, none of thofe predatory wars have 
happened hereabouts, notwithftanding up- 
Vards of two thoufand flaves have been 
Clipped and fent to the Weft Indies, 
from this river, within thefe laft twelve 
' months. - 

15th. Arrived a Cutter belonging to 
Bance Ifland, from the Ifles de Ltok. A 
Mr. M'Auley, Mfember of Council, and 
the Reverend Mr. Gilbert, came paflengers 
in^her. ^ Thefe gentlemen came from 
~T33igland v to the River Gambia, in the 

R Sierra 
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Sierra Leone Packet, where they left her 
to take in cattle for the Colony. The 
Settlers are highly pleafed at Mr. Gil- 
bert's return* indeed every one muft 
rejoice in the fociety of fo amiable a 
m&n.' 

I have not heard any thing of Mn 
M'Auley, except his lately being an Oveiv 
feer upon an eftate in Jamaica/' It is not 
to be queftioned that the prejudices of 
fuch an education muft imprefs him with " 
fentiments favorable to the Slave Trade* 
and confequently I fhould not fuppofe him 
qualified for a Member of Adminifl ration 
in a Colony moftly formed of Blacks^ 
founded on principles of freedom, and for 
the express purpose of abolilhing the Slave 
Trade. 

16th. I heard this morning there was 
another alarm laft night, but as grounctyefs - 
as the laft. Seven or eight canoes full 
of natives, paffing the fettlement on their 
way to King Jemmy's, hooping and hal- 
looing as they went, flirred up unneceffary 
fears in the minds of the Settlers, who 
flocked to Mr. Dawes, requefting he would 
furnifli them with ammunition, which 
(not thinking requifitej he refufe<J, and 
they returned home greatly dxfTatisfied. 

I learn 
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I learn thofe people are come down 
to make one of their periodical Sacrifices 
to the Devil — I fiiould like to witnefs the 
ceremony, but ftran;ers (paricularly 
whites) a e not admiflible ; it will be per* 
formed between Free Town and King 
Jemmy's, on the fide of a fmall brook; 
under a clufter of large trees. 

The weather is particularly fine at 
prefent— -the fogs or fmoaks are moftly 
difpelled, a falubrious fea breeze fans us 
daily, and agreeably tempers the burning 
fun. 

17th. We -are prodigioufly diftreffed 
to underftand King Naimbana is fo dan* 
geroufly ill, that his death is hourly 
looked for: — Mr/ Dawes, Mr. Gilbert, 
the Phyfician, and fome others, went up 
to vifit him this morning; his death will' 
certainly inconvenience the colony very 
much. 

Laft night arrived the Lapwing cutter 
•from the river Carimanca, (twelve or 
thirteen leagues from hence) with a load 
of Camwood, ivory, and rice — the Com* 
pany have a fmall fa&ory there, under the 
dire&ion of a free mulatto-man, but the 
trade is yet very trifling, not nearly equal 
to the charges attending it. 

R 2 That 
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That river produces the largeft and- 
fineft oyfters I ever eat — not fuch as are 
in common hereabouts, generated on the 
mangrove tree, and rocks, but genuine 
bed oyfters— I have been fortunate enough 
to get a fupply of them fever.al times. 

The Settlers, having now a number 
of fmall boats, are able to furni(h the 
Colony with abundance of capital fifli, 
and they have fuch plenty of fowls, 
that the gentlemen get what they re- 
quire; but propagation of the feathered 
fpecies, is confiderably protra&ed by the 
multitude of enemies they have here, 
viz, fnakes, rats, wild cats, armadillas,* 

ants, &q. *The moft formidable of 

all thefe are the ants — in the dead hour 
q{ night, they come in fwarms, and at- 
tack the helplefs chickens, while rooft- 
ing under the mother's wing, who is 
fcarcely able to defend herfelf.— I have 
had four or five killed % in a night by 
them ; and fo prying and assiduous are 
they after their prey, that I have known 
them difcover two doves, which were 
Hanging in a cage up one pair of ftairs, 
whom they not only killed, t>ut carried 
off every morfel, except the feathers, be- 
fore morning. 

* A kind of fcaly lizzard* 



(197) . 

19th. Mr. Dawes and two or three 
other gentlemen went to Buneh river 
this morping to vifit Pa Bunkie, who 
fome people imagine will fucceed King 
Naimbana ; they took a prefent, or as it 
is termed, Dafh, for this Chieftain, by far 
richer than any yet made, King Naim- 
bana, or any other Chief. 

Returning in the evening, they Hoped at 
Signior Domingo's, where they expe&ed 
to have feen a late favourite woman of 
King Jemmy's drink the red water, for 
fufpicion of witchcraft, but their curiofity 
was difappointed by the ceremony being 
performed in an inland town ; howeve i: 
they were informed the woman had drank 
the water, and recovered, and in con- 
fequence, Jemmy, by the cuftoms of 
his country, is obliged either to pay the 
woman's parents, a Have, or the value 
of one in goods. 

At half pafl twelve o'clock, P. M. a 
fpark from the Kitchen fire, kindled in 
the roof of my houfe, and before water 
could be procured, communicated itfelf 
in all directions : In a few moments the 
roof fell in, and in lefs then fifteen mi- 
nutes, the whole building was confumed; 
but by the extraordinary exertions of fome 
R 3 labourer* 
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labourers who were working hard by,moft 
of my cloaths and furniture were faved, 
fo that my lofs is trifling. I fuppofe 
(from a curfory view of what Has efcaped), 
not above 50I. As luck would have it, I 
moved my lodgings fome days ago, and 
only flayed in the thatched houfe du ing 
the day, intending to leave it entirely, 
when another room was finifhed in the* 
houfe where I now am, which will be 
the cafe fhortly; indeed, it is already 
fo forward, that I have aflced a party of. 
two and twenty to dine with me the day 
after to-morrow, on an extraordinary occa- 
sion, therefore I canijot complain of want- 
ing skelte?;. 

20th, I have been informed, that Pa 
Bunkie was advifed by his Palaver-Man, 
not to accept the great dash, which Mr, 
Dawes carried him yefterday ; and that 
this Palaver Gentleman made ufe of the 
following, or Similar language, to di^uade 
him from taking it : 

" Father — thefe people have been here 
twelve moons now, have they ever taken 
the flighted notice of you, by inviting 
you to their camp,* or making you 
the Cnalleft prefent heretofore ? — No, 

Father! 

" " * The name given Free Tw* by the Natives.. 
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Father ! — And what makes them thus 
Tuddenly over generous to you? — Be- 
caufe they think your fervices will foon^ 
be requifite for thenu Do not you know, 
white men well enough, to be convinced 
they never give away their money with- 
out expefting it returned many fold ? — 
Cannot you fee the drift of this pfofufe, 
unlooked for, and unalked for prefent ? 
Let me warn you againft taking it — for be 
aflured, however difinterefted and friendly 
they appear at f this moment, they are 
aiming at fome felfifli purpofes, and al- 
though they may not difcover what their 
wifbes are immediately — before twelve 
moons more you will know them.'*— 
Bunkie replied, " I know they want fome- 
thing, neverthelefs I'll take the dash—* 
it re Its with me, whether to comply with 
any requeli they make or not. I fhall 
not confider the prefent, by any means 
binding on me/' 

Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Home went up 
this afternoon to Signior Domingo's, where 
Mr, Home preached a fermon to a con- 
gregation of natives. How prepofterous t 
Is it poffible a fenfible man, like Mr. 
Home, can fuppofe it in his power 
to imprint notions of Chriftianity,, or any . 
fort of inftru&ion, upon the minds of 

people* 
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( people, through the bare medium of a 
/ language they do not underftand? He 
_ might as well expeft holding a can* 
die to the eyes of a blind man, or ex- 
poling him to the fun, would reclaim his 
fight ! The defire of fpreading Chriftian 
knowledge through this ignorant land, is 
queftionlefs, molt praife worthy, but it 
will require patience and time to effe£fc 

21 ft. Laft night arrived the Nafiau, 
(Morley) from Briftol, but laft from the 
Ifles de Lofs : Captain Morley this day 
added to the number at our convivial 
gala : I was highly complimented for the 
elegance, variety, and richnefs of my 
dinner, which, without doubt was fuperb r 
confidering where we are ; we had three 
removes, from fix and twenty to thirty 
difhes each ; befides an admirable defert, 
conGfting of a variety of European and: 
tropical fruit, the whole of which was gar* 
nifhed with comfort and pleafantry. 

24th. On Sunday laft, notice was given 
that Mr. Home, or Mr. Gilbert would 
perform divine fervice, in future, every 
morning and evening ; and every one is 
defired to attend. I am of opinion the 
morning fervice is fuperfluous.— Why ? 

Fear 
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, For many reafons, and I will here enu- 
merate three or four. 

Among th$ Black Settlers are feven re- 
ligious fefts, and each feft has one or more 
preachers attached to it, who alternately 
preach throughout the whole night; indeed, 
I never met with, heard, or read of, any 
fet of people obferving the fame appear- 
ance of godlinefs ; for I do not remem- 
ber, fince they firft landed here, my ever 
awaking (and I have awoke at every hour 
of the nighty witho'ut hearing preachings 
from fome quarter or other. 

Now, thofe people being fo religioufly 
bent, I think it unneceflary, or, as I firft 
laid, fuperfluous, that they fhould be con* 
vehed every morning ; becaufe the primeft 
part of the day, for exercifing their worldly 
vocations, L occupied thereby; the vicious 
and lazy (and fome fuch will creep into 
every fociety), are furnilhed with the plea 
of being at church; an excufe, I am told, 
many already make, after Ikulkingan hour 
or two beyond the cuftomary and proper 
time, when they have not been within a 
church door ; and it detains the mafs of 
labourers an hour every day f whicfy, loft 
time, cofts the Company at the rate of 
1300I. per annum. 

Vice 
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Vice and lazinefs fu ely ought not to 
be proteQed by Religion any where; but 
they fhould be more efpecially difcpun- 
tenanced in a new Col ny, where fuccefi 
greatly depends on induftry. 

This day I dined on board the NafTau, 
in company with Mr. Rennieu, and fomc 
gentlemen of the Colony. 

Rennieu fays f ati old man named Congo 
Bolok^lly^ ib on his way from the interior 
country to fucceed l£ r.g Naimbaua; and 
fuch great pans has been taken to im- 
prefs him with an unfavourable op i ion 
of our Colony, that he is determined the 
Company (hall re-purchafe their land, or 
he will do every thing in his power to per- 
plex and annoy us. 

Mr. Dawes met with a circumftance 
very galling to him this forenoon. He had 
in contemplation to palifade a piece of 
ground, for an immediate afylum, in cafe 
the natives fhould take it in their heads to 
attack us. 

The fpot fixed upon, unfortunately took 
in part of a lot occupied by one of the 
Settlers, which, Mr. Dawes, confeious of 
his unpopularity, did not with to encroach 

upon, 
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upon, without obtaining' permiflion, al- 
though the Settlers only hold their pre- 
fent Town lots as a temporary accommo- 
dation, until their permanent ones are fur- 
veyed. 

He called on the tenant and took him 
out to explain what he wanted; many 
people in the neighbourhood having pre- 
vioufly heard of Mr. Dawes's intentions, 
affembled ab^ut him, who declared they 
would not fuff^r ah inch more ground to 
be enclofed, upon any pretence whatever, 
before their t:w^ and c untry lots were 
given them, and tnpfi folemnly protefted 
they would deftroy every fence which 
might be eredted till fuch time, 

Mr* Dawes endeavoured to perfuadd 
them by argument, what he wanted to 
do, was for their *»proteftion j but they 
were deaf to every thing he faid, and gaVe 
him language in return which he could 
not ftomach : He told them if he had 
imagined they would have treated him 
with fo much indignity, he flhould not 
have come among them t and if they con- 
tinued to behaVe in the Fame way, he 
would certainly leave them as early as he 
could. To this, with one VQice, they ex- 
claimed, "Go! go! go! we do not want 
you here, we cannot get a worfe after 

you/' 
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you." He was fo difgufted at this, that 
he turned his back and walked off. It 
was dire&ly before my door, therefore 
I witneffed the whole, and could not help 
feeling for the Governor, who was feemed 
dreadfully mortified and out of temper. 

Feb. 3. Nothing worth, recording for 
thefe ten days paft ; yefterday the mana- 
ger of Clarkfon s plantation came over 
from Bullom ; he has had a ferious quar- 
rel with' the natives, but reafon was deter- 
mined on his fide. His advances in cul- 
tivation, I underftand are very flow; for' 
ht is not able to keep any number of la- 
bourers together, more than a month at a 
time ; it is cuftomary to pay them every 
moon, and when they get their wages, 
like our Englilh tars, they quit work while 
they have money. 

The Sierra Leone Packet arrived from 
Gambia this day, with thirty head of cat- 
tle ; I have not learned what her Euro- 
pean cargo confifts of, but it is faid to be 
very trifling. 

7th. Since the departure of Mr. Clark- 
fon a number of fubtle ungentlemanlike 
attempts hav< j . been made, to finge his re- 
putation, in ihe opinion of the people, and 
to warp away their affections from him : 

which 
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'which as yet hjivc proved unfuccefsful ; 
but I never heard of fo unmanly, unprin- 
cipled, and diabolical an affault on any 
one's charafter, as w$s laft night made on 
his. The Settlers were fummoned to meet 
Mr. Dawes and the Surveyor in the 
evening ; and being colle&ed, they were 
informed their permanent Town Lots 
were furveyed and ready for them, and 
they muft relinquish thofe they at pre** 
fent occupy, immediately; to this they 
replied, " when placed on the lots we at 
prefent occupy, we were informed, they 
were merely for our temporary accommo- 
dation ana we promifed, when the plan of 
the town was fixed upon and furveyed we 
would remove, but we were allured na 
public or other buildings would be ereQed 
"between our lots and thefea; now, in place 
of this, the fea Ihoie is lined with build- 
ings, therefore, your promife being broken, 
we confider ours cancelled, and will not 
remove unlefs the new lots are run from 
the water's edge, and we indifcriminately, 
partake of them. Mr. Clarkfon promifed 
in Nova Scotia that no diftinQion fhould 
be made here between us and white men ; 
we now claim this promife, we are free 
Britifh fubje&s, and expett to be treated 
asfuch; we will not tamely fubmit to be 
trampled on any longer. Why are not 
S our 
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our country allotments of land furveyed f 
Why arc not aH the Company's promifes 
to us fulfilled ? Wc have a high regard and 
refpeft for Mr. Clarkfon, and firmly be- 
lieve he would not have left us, without 
feeing every promife he made performed; 
if gentlemen here had not given him the 
flrongeft affy ranees they fhould be com- 
plied with immediately." In anfwer, they 
were told, 6< that it was not uncommon for 
Mr, Clarkfon to make prodigal and extraor- 
dinary promifes without thinking of them 
afterwards, that the great advantages lie 
held out to them in Nova Scotia be was in 
no fhape authorifed by the Sierra Leone 
Company to make ; tfiey all came from 
himfelf merely to feduce them here; and 
he never had an idea of fulfilling of them, 
nay, he had it not in his power, and more 
than probable was drunk when he made 
them." Here they groaned and murmured, 
but faid "they believed MK Clarkfon to 
be a man of honor, and that be never 
made any promife to them but fuch as he 
was authorifed by the Company to make" 
• The altercation now ended; I have had it 
nearly in the fame language from more 
than' a dozen people. w*ho were at the meet- 
ing- 

The blanks feem vaftly alafrmeiJ-apd un* 
eafy, nothing elfe is fpoken of all this 

day, 



( 20 7 ) 

day, and I underftand they have deter- 
mined to fend two deputies to the Court 
of Directors to know fom them what 
footing they are on, and what were the pro- 
miles Mr. Clarkfon was authorifed to make 
them; indeed, it is not to be wondered at, 
for no other conclufion can be formed from 
fuch bafe infinuations, but that a wifh ex- 
ifts somewhere to do them juftice. 

12 th. We had reafon to think, for fome 
days paft, King Naimbana was dead, but 
had no certainty of it until this morn- 
ing ; nor do we exa&ly know, when he 
died, but it is fuppofed feveral days ago* 
The country cuftom is to keep a great 
man's death fecret fome time ; his coffin 
(the firft in all probability any of his family 
ever had) is making here, and will be fent 
up to Robana this evening. 

14th. Yefterday being the anniverfarf 
of the Harpy's arrival, a few celebrated 
it by dining at a "houfe of a late mem- 
ber of Council; who came out in her; I 
think it would have been more apropos to 
have fafted and mourned on the occafion. 
The day was cloudy, accompanied with a 
a rumbling thunder and fpitting rain,* as 
S 2 if 

* A circumftance rarely known at thi^ feafon. 
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if the heaven* xc*r* groaning and weeping 
at the recolkSion. It was intended to have 
fired minute guns in compliment to the re* 
mains of Naimbana, which would hare 
been very timely, but that ceremony was 
poftponed until this day, when it was 
performed. 



LETTER XI. 

Fchruafy 15**, 179J* 

My dear Madam x 

JL HE Good Intent, Captain 
Buckle, affords me an opportunity of 
fending you the foregoing Journal, which 
I fear you will think very infipid, but 
every day produces fuch a famenefs that 
really there is not fubjeft for high feafon- 
ing, even a common epiflle, and you will 
allow journalizi ng ftiH more difficult ; how- 
ever, to avoid tautological writing, as much 
as poflible, I fkiped over feveral days at 
a time, which of courfe you will have ob» 
ferved, but after all, it is fodry, that I am 
almoft afhamed to fend it you, and am 
determined in future to have recourfe to 
my old epiftolary mode. 

My 
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My dinner on the 21ft of January will 
fomewhat puzzle you at firft, and lead 
you may not at once hit upon what occa- 
fioned it, I mud acquaint you I have 
changed the name of Falconb ridge for 
one a little shorter^ under which I beg 
to fubfcribe myfelf, 



Yeur'j fincerely, &c. &c* 



5 3 LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

Free Town, Sierra Leone,. 

My dear Madam, 

1 Finifhed my laft by hinting 
that 1 had once more enlifted under 
the banners of Hymen, but made no. 
apology for my haftinefs; or, in other 
words, for deviating from the ufual cus- 
tom of twelve months widowhood. To be. 
plain, I did not make any, becaufe I thought 
it unneceflary. Narrow minds may cenfure 
me, and perhaps the powerful influence of 
habit, might operate againft me ip you* 
opinion, nefore you reflected upon my 
fituation, or welMigefted the many circum- 
fiances which plead in my favour ; buj 
having done this, I am miftaken indeed^ 
if your heart is not too expanded to fully 
me with reproach afterwards. My own 
confcience acquits me from having afted 
wrong ; next to that, I wifli for the appro* 
baxion of my friends, and after them, the 
charitable conftru&k ri of the world. J 
know you wifh me happy, and no womaa 
can be more fo than 1 am at pre fen t, with 
every expe&ation of a continuance. 

I muft 
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t nraft now proceed to give you a fum* 
mary view of occurrences fince the fit 
teenth of February. 

The firft thing I (hall mention is the 
univerfal difcontent which has prevailed 
among the Settlers ever fince the alterca* 
Uon they had with Mr. Dawes and the Sur- 
veyor on the 7th of February, and it 
rauft be confeffed by every candid perfon* 
their murmurs are not excited without 
caufe. 

To give you an idea of what their com? 
plaints are, I (hall ftate the outlines of a 
petition which they intend fending to the 
Court of DireQors by two Deputies ele&ed 
about the middle of March, who, for want 
of an opportunity, have not yet failed, 
but are j^uft on the eve of embarking in 
the Amy, for England. I have not only 
feen the petition, but have a copy of it 
verbatim, 

It firft of all ftates* " That the Petit* 
oners are fenfible of, and thankful for the 
good intended by fending them from No- 
va Scotia to this country, and in return 
affure the Direftors, they are well inclined 
to affift the Company's views, all in. their 
power.. 

*Tha» 
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.';«* That tfrey ane grieved fceycmH'ex- 
^effiota to be forced to complain 6f hard- 
{hips and oppreffrons loaded on them by 
the managers of the Colony, which they 
ate pelfuaded the DireQorfc' are ignorant 
of! 

*' , * 

* That the promifes msHe by the Com- 
pany's Agents, in Nova Scotia, were pre- 
ferable to any ever held out to them before* 
and trading the performance of them, with 
the Almighty's affiftance, and their own iir- 
duftry, would better their condition, in- 
duced them to emigrate heftf. That none 
of thofe promifes have been fulfilled, and 
ft'hds 1 Been infinuated to' theiri that Mr. 
Cl&rkfon had ^i'ot authority : for making 
^ny, they therefore bo* to be informed, 
Aether fuch U thfc cafe or not, and that 
the Directors v^ill point out on what foot- 
fog the^ are confidered. . * 

Cf That health and life is valuable artd 
uncertain ; that notwithftanding^they labor 
iirider the jnitfortime of wanting educa- 
tion, 'thdjr feelihgs.dte' eauatly acute wltK 
fh6fe ; of' white rrteA, £nd tftev hive as 
g&at an anxiety to lay a foundation ' for 
their children's freedom and happinefs, a? 
any human being tan poffefs. That they 
fcelipv.e the Dire£lors wiih to make* them 
' / happy 
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kappy, and that they think their fufferingt 
are principally due to the condufl of 
the Company's Agents here, which they 
fuppofe has been partially reprefented to 
the Direftors. 

f " That Mr, Clarkfon fcad promifed ia 
Nova Scotia, among other things, they 
fhould be fupplied wi|i| .every neceffary 
of life from the Company's (lores, at a 
moderate advance, of ten per cent, on 
ihe prime coft and charges. That whiU 
Mr. Clarkfon remained in the Colony 
they, paid no more ; but fince then they * 
have been charged upwards of 100 per 
cent. That they would not grumble even 
at that, if the worft of goods were not 
fold, and paltry advantages taken of them, 
particularly in the article of rum. That 
they had known by Mr. Dawes's order fe* 
veral puncheons filled up with thirty gal- 
lons of water each, and even, though 
thus reduced, fold to them at a more ex- 
travagant-price than they had ever paid 
before.* « That 



* This is perfeftly true, but upon in ve (ligation, 
it appeared to proceed from religious motives ; Mr. 
Dawes faid, he ordered a little water to be put into 
each puncheon, from a fear the consumers would 
negleft to dilute the fpirit fufficiently. Had fuch 
a trick been played at a Slave FaSory y how would 
it be conftrued f 
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u That the only means they have of 
acquiring thofe goodt, is by labouring in 
the Company's fervice, ztid even this they 
ate deprived of, at the whim of Mt# 
Dawes, or any other Gentleman iri 
office, which they confidcr a prodigious 
hardfhip, as ijt is the only refource 
whereby they can provide bread for 
their families; tha€ out of mere pique 
fevtral have been difcharged from fer- 
vice, and not permitted, even with their 
little favings, to purchafe provifions from 
the Company's ftore-boufe, the only one. 
here. 

** That Mr. Clark r on informed them be- 
fore he failed for England, the Company 
had been miftaken in the quantity of land 
they fuppofed tbemfelves poffeflfed of, 
and in confequence only one fifth part of 

*what was originally promifed them (the 
petitioners) could be at prefent performed; 
which quantity the Survejor would de- 

v liver them in a fortnight at fui theft, Tbut 
they fhould have the remainder at a future 
time. 

" That they fhould have been fatisftefl 
had they got one fifth part of their 
proportion (in good, land) time enough 
to h*ve prepared a crop jor the ea* 

fuinz 
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filing year, but the rains are now' com- 
menced, and the Surveyor has not finifh- 
ed laytng out the. fraall.. allotments, which 
he might > have, done, had he not re- 
iinquilhed die work as foou as Mr. 
Clarkfon foiled; and the greater part of 
thofe he has furveyed, are fo mountai- 
nous, barren and rocky, that it will be 
impofiible ever to obtain a Jiving from 
them." 

After tftenrioainjg many rnone trifling 
complaints, arid dwelling greatly on 
Kh? happinefvand proiparity cf their chil- 
dren, they conclude with words to this 
effba. >• . . 

" We j^ill wait patiently ii 1 ! we hear 
from you, bec&uie we *are perfuaded you 
.will do us-j&ttice; arid if your Honors 
will enquire* into our fufferings, com- 
panionate m, aivdgraat W the ^privileges 
we feel entitled to from Mr. Clarkfon's 
promifes, we will continually offer up 
our prayer* for' ypuptfuid endeavour to 
imprefs upon the miiidsriof our children, 
' the moft lading fenfe of gratitude^ &c. 
&c." -i , 

i * » " > • 

!TMs -petition is figried by thirty one 

of thef' moft Tef'peciable • Settlers in bc- 

- ■ httlf ' of the whole ; and they have 

raifed 
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raffed a fmall fubfcription for fup* 
porting their reprefentatives while in 
England: 'tis to be hoped the Direct- 
ors will pay attention to them, and 
not fuffer themfelves to be biafled by 
the mil reprefentations of one or two 
plaufible individuals, who mud of courfe 
fay all they are able in vindication of 
their conduti, and who, we have reafon 
to believe, from their hipocritical pre- 
tentions to religion, have acquired a great 
afcendency over a few of the leading 
DircQors; — but furely they will not be 
fo forgetful of their own chara&ers and 
interefts, as to allow that afcendency to 
operate againft honefty, truth and jutticc, 
and ruin the quiet, and happineis of a 
thoufand fouls t noj they rauft be 
ftrangely altered indeed, laying afide 
their partiality for Eiopians, if they 
do not poflefs too much probity to 
hefitate a moment when it comes before 
them. 

Befides difpleafing the blacks, and 
rendering them uneafy, Mr. Dawes is 
at conftant variance with fome one, or 
other of the officers, and fince I wrote 
you laft, few days have pafs'd over 
without fome frefh feud; one in par- 
ticular is of fo extraordinary a nature 

Imuft 
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I muft relate it, that you may have a 
peep into the difpofition of our Go- 
vernor. 

Mr. S - a furgeon, who came 

out in the Sierja Leone Packet, was 
two months here ^ without a room to 
lodge in on fhore, which was attended 
with great inconvenience to him, and 
interfered confiderably with his duty; 
he, after fome time, interceded with Mr. 
Dawes to let him have a fmall room 
fitted up in our houfe, which he foon 
got finifhed, and removed into -, the apart* 
mem being .very comfortable and fnug, 
Mr, Dawes took a fancy to it, and the 
day after Mr. S-—— had taken* poffeffion, 
without any apology or preface, fent hi* 
fervant to demand the key ; Mr. S- ■ - 
was furprifed at fo uncouth and arbitrary 
a proceeding, and did not feel inclined 
to treat it with paffive obedience, but gave 
a pofitive refufal ; as jjmch rudenefs me- 
rited ; in confequeuce, be was irnme* 
diately difmiffed from the fervice, and 
here follows an accurate copy of his di£» 
miffion. 



CounciL 
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Council, Free Towk, t6th April, 1793. 

SIR, 

I am dc fired to tranfmit the en* 
clofed refolution of Council_to you, 

and am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 
,> (figned) , J. Strang, Secretary. 

Refolved, that Mr. S— , who came 
out to this Colony as Surgeon in the 
Hon. the Sierra Leone Company's fer- 
viee, has pointedly refufed obedience 
to the commands of the Superintend 
dant, he be difinifled from the fervice, 
smd that from this day he is no longer 
confidered as a fervant of the faid Com- 
pany. 

(figned) J^mrs Strand, Secretary. 

.- , * » 

- Did you ever hear of any thing -morft 
ridiculoufly defpotic ? — but mark the fc- 
t)uel; the day following Mr. Daw^es at- 
tended by the Secretary and his, (Mr. 
Dawes's) fervant, came to the Hummums, 
for by this name I mud tell you our 
houfe is known, I t was fitting- in the 
piazza reading ; they took no' notice of 

me, 
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me, but Mr. S — * being prefent, the 

Governor addteffed him, and demanded* 
the key of his room, which of courfe 
was not complied with; he then defired 
his fervant to break open the door,' who 
immediately got to work, and would have 
done it, but was flily' checked by Mr. 
Dawes, who with as little ceremony or 
preface as he had offended, went up l 
to Mr. S , and faid, <4 1 am much 

concerned, Sir, for what has patted, if, 
you feel offended, I beg your, pardon, 
I have been unwell, or would not have 
afted fb rudely ; 1 wanted your room, 
becaufe it was retired, that 1 might be 
a little quiet; pray, Sir; return my pa* 
pers, and forget what has pafled, you 
will greatly oblige and make me happy 
by doing fo." 

Mr. S heard this penitential con- 

fcflion with amazement, and replied,— *' 
" Had you afked me in a gentlemanlike 
manner for my room at firfti it would 
have been much at your fervice as it is now, 
I bear no malice — here are your papers." 

I could fill up twenty pages was I to 
acquaint you with all the private quarrels 
of this fort : but as they can neither afford 
amufement or inftru&ion, it-is beft to pafs 
them over in filence. 

T a On 
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On the 25th of April we heard of the 
French King being ma Sacred, and that 
England had declared war againft the 
blood thirfty bandku, who have ufurped 
tie reins of government in France. This 
account came by the Swift Privateer Cutter 
of Briftol, to the Ifles de Lofs, where flic 
deftroyed a French Fa&ory, and made 
fome valuable reprifals. 

His Majefty's frigate Orpheus, Captain 
Newcomb, Se^ flower Cutter, Lieutenant 
Webber, and the African Queen, a (hip 
chartered by the Company, arrived liere 
the beginning of lad month. Captain 
Newcomb, in his way out, touched at 
Senegal and Goree, and captured fix 
French {hips, four of which arrived fafe 
at this port, and have finCe been con- 
demned and fold at Bance Ifland; the 
other two were loft on the fhoals of 
Grandee. 

The Orpheus came out to proteft the 
Britifh trade on this part of the coaft of 
Africa, as did the Sea- flower, in fome 
meafure ; but fhe is only to run down 
the Coafl, and proceed to the Weft In- 
dies. After remaining here a few days, 
they both went to leeward, unfortunately 
three or four days too late, or they would 

haye 



fiave intercepted a French CorTair that 
has fcowered the coaft from Cape Amount 
(about fifty leagues from hence) down- 
wards, confiderably annoyed our trade, 
and taken eight valuable fhips clear 
away, it is fuppofed to Cayenne ; fhe Had 
captured many more, which have been 
retaken by the Sea-flower and Robuft (a 
Privateer from Liverpool); thefe two vef- 
fels, we hear, have cohforted and gone 
to Old Calabar, wh*re they expefl; to fall 
• in with and take a large French Guinea- 
man, that has twelve hundred flaves ore 
board, and is juft ready to fail. One of 
the (hips they re-captured was fent in here. 
I have feen the matter of her, who fays he 
never faw fuch a favage looking fet in his 
life, as were on board the Frenchman* 
They all had on horfemen's caps (having 
a tin plate in front, with the emblem of 
Death's head and marrow bones, and un- 
derneath infcrib'ed, " Liberty, or Death) 5 " 
a leather belt round their waift, with a 
brace of piftols, and a fabre ; acid they 
looked fo dreadfully ferocious,, that one 
would fuppofe them capable of eating 
every Englifhman they met with, without 
salt or gravy. Unluckily the Orpheus 
fprung her foremaft, which obliged her to 
give up purfuing thofe Republican, saga* 
muffins, and returned here, ' 

X a Buriagc 
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During her ab fence, one of the moft 
atrocious infringements on the liberty of 
Britifh fubje£h, ; and the mod daring ex- 
tendon of arrogated power that has ytl 
occurred among us, was pra&ifed, by our 
Colonial Tribunal* on the perfons of three 
failors belonging to the African Queen. 

Thefe thoughtlefs fons of Neptune came 
on fhore t<j regale themfelves with a walk 
while th^ir matter was away* (I believe at 
JJance I (land) and as they ftrolltd through 
the town, wantonly killed a duck belong- 
ing to one of the Settlers; they were im- 
jmediately apprehended, and taken before 
the Chief Magiftrate, who committed them 
to prifon, and the fubfequent day they 
were tried, not by their Peers, but by Judge 
X Mc Auley, and a Jfurp of twelve blacks, 
who, without any evidence or defenefc 
from the prifoners, found thenl guilty of 
ftealing and killing the duck. The sclf- 
created Judge then feptenced One of thcat 
to receive thirty -nine la flies by the com- 
mon shipper, fined the other, two in a 
fun* of mtinty each, and ordered them 
to be confined in irons, on board the York, 
till their fines were paid. 

Thefe fentenees were accordingly put 
in execution ; poor Jack V*s dreadfully 

mortified 
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morti fied at being whipped by a black man ; 
but his pumftimerit being foon over, I con- 
fidered it the lighteft, for his fellow fuffer- 
ers were kept ironed in the clofe hold of , 
a fhip, already infefted with difeafe, up- 
wards of three weeks, till the/Orpheus re- 
turned ;. when the matter of the African 
Queeii prcfented a petition from them to^ 
Captain. Neweomb, who did not hcfitate to 
interpofehis authority. He came on fhore, < 
waited on the Governors, and without 
waiting for compliments or paying any 
htmfelf, he demanded of them, by what 
authority they tried White Men, the fub- 
jefts of Great Britain, by a Jury of Blacks; 
h was fo novel a circumftancejthat it ftruck 
bim with atlonifhment. " By aft of Par- 
liament/' arifwered Mr. M'Auley. " Shevr 
me that Aft of Parliament/' replied Cap* 
taittvNewcomb ; the Aft for incorporating 
the Company being produced, Captain 
Newcomb r£ad it over carefully, arid find- 
rag there was no fanftion given for holding 
any Courts of the kind, exclaimed* *' Your 
Aft of Parliament mentions nothing of the 
fort— your Court is a mere ufurpation, and, 
a mockery on all law and jtiftice, I defire 
the prifoners may be releafed inftantly/' 
This, you imagine, was very unpalatable 
v language to our mighty men; but they were 
forced to ftomach it, and- comply with thfij, 
order* of their fuperior. 

It 
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It is much to be wifhed; a fhip of w*r 
was always ftationed here; the Very fight 
of her would reftrain the exercife of fimi- 
lar abufes, or any extravagant ftretchcs of 
undelegated power. 

The firft Sunday in: every month h the 
day appointed for holding this sham Court, 
which, withal, ferves very well for re- 
gulating any internal quarrels or mif- 
underftandings among the Settlers, by 
whom it is credited ; but extending it$ 
fun&ions beyond them, is moft iniquitous 
prefumption- 

Letters arrived by the African Queer* 
from Mr. Clarkfon, faying he was coming 
out immediately. The joy this news pro- 
duced was of fhort continuance, and fud~ 
denly damped by difpatches from the Di* 
reftors* mentioning Mr. Clarkfon being 
dismissed, and fucceeded by Mr. Dawes* 
This cannot in any way be rationally ac- 
counted for, but it is universally fuppofed 
the Direflors have been betrayed into an 
a& fo prejudicial to their intere lis; and the 
welfare of their Colony, by liftening to 
fbme malicious, and cowardly reprefen- 
tations, fent home by certain perfons here r 
who are fully capable of affafTmating the 
mod immaculate charafter, if thereby they 
can acquire latitude for their boundlefe 

ambition,, 
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ambition, or, for a moment, quench their 

unconscionable third for power. 

No language can perfeSly defcribe how: 
much the generality, of people are cha- 
grined on this occafion ; they have added 
to their petition the mod earned folici* 
tation for Mr. Clarkfon to be fent out 
again. 

, Numbers, hopelefs of fuch an event, are 
about to quit the Colony, ani ever, fince 
the news tranfpired, they have harraffed 
Mr. Dawes with infults, in hopes he may 
take- it in his head to be difgufted and 
march off. They, even went fo far as 
to write a letter, reminding him of the 
recent melancholy fete of Louis XVI. and! 
threatnkig fome thing fimilar to him, if he 
did not inftantly acquiefce with fome de- . 
mand they # made relating to provifions, 
and which I learn he complied with, with-* 
out hefuation. I fhould not be furprifed, 
after: obtaining one demand fo-eafily, if 
thefy repeated tfoeir threats, until all the 
promifes made them were fulfilled : but 
they lay it was the want of provifions, that , 
incited them to frighten the Governor,, 
and they will now wait peaceably till their 
Deputies return from England, or till they 
know what the Dire&ora mean to do for . 
tbem. 

It 
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It will be a m^nftrous ptty if thif 
Colony doe* not fucceed after the im-* 
menfe fum of money expended on it : 
the original theory of it's eftablifhment 
(fo generally known; was pr ife worthy* 
and magnanimous, nor do I fuppofe 
fuch a fdieme by any means imprac- 
ticable; but injudicious management, 
want of method, anarchy, perpetual 
cabals, and cavils, will thwart the wifeft 
and noblelt intentions, whxh I p ediQ 
will be the. cafe here, unlefs fome " 
fpeedy falutary alterations are adopted; 
if the prefent fyftem is continued, not 
only the Settlers* but the Natives will # 
be provoked; all kinds of confidence 7 
will ceafe, the Companys funds will ' 
be fruitlessly exhaufted, and more than : 
probable, before ten years, we may 
near that the Colony is dwindled into • 
a common flave fa&ory : fome fitua- 
tions make it neeeffary for fuperiors 
to be feared, and all fixations require 
they fliotild be beloved ; but if the pre- 
fent managers continued here, their life* 
times, they will never experience the 
pleafure- of the latter, or the honor j 
of the formfer; and retire when they 
like, I very much queftion whether thejr 
will leave one friendly thought towards 
them behind; — for this (though ar> 

idfea* 
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idea,' well meaning men would bJufh to 
fofter) mull enfue, where the feeds of dif- 
fention and rancorous jealoufy are fowed 
*nd encouraged by tfrofe whofe province 
Cbould be to fupprefs their growth. 

, ,,Xhe. Amy it U faid, will, fail ia a week, 
fhe carries a fmall cargo of about 1500I. 
value, a laughable return for upwards of 
4O0,ooqK B^ing the firft remittance, I 
dare fay it will be well puffed off in your 
news-papers ; to fee one of thofe puffs 
would put me in mind of a perfons, face' 
diftortjedwith a forced laugh, when the? 
heart felt nought but emotions of agony : 
fqr here is a capital (lock of more than 
$CK)jCjOpl« half expended, and this firft 
b^j-yelt,I -jf u PlP°fe» wlj barely defray the 
<Ji(bflrftn)9p^s of dipping, and carrying 
itfelf;. what is more lamentable, fuch as 
it is cannot ^e < often repeated, for the 
property isipoftly funk in fuch a. way, 
that: uc> provable or real advantages can, 
ever revert from it, without r the aid of 
an immenfe fum moft judicioufly ap- 
plied. 

]) f ••> ' ' ■ " - " ■ 

^ T^e periodical raips are juft com- 
mencing, and fe$m to fet,,in yery fevere, 
but I am in hopes of efcaping its iricle- 

-'•:i.'. A mency, 
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inency, being about to turn my back on 
them* and bid adieu to this diftra&cd land,., 
fo you ,may probably hear of our arrival 
in England very (hortly after the receipt 
of this letter, although we are to take 
a round abour voyage by way of Jamaica. 
Mr — had taken our paflage in the Amy, 
but the Difcontehts about to leave the 
Colony, are fo numerous, that (he will be 
greatly crowded, and as the Naflau has 
excellent accommodations, fails well and 
immediately, he thinks we will be more 
comfortable in her, and lefs liable to fall 
m with French Pirates, than we ftiottkt 
in the former, which k a dull fluggifh vef- 
fcl, though it is a prevailing opinion here, 
fliould fhe (the Amy"! meet with a Werreb 
man of war, flie will be in no danger, 
as the National Convention have offered 
proteftion to all the Company's Drips; hour 
ti*ue this may be, I cannot fay ; but it it' 
pmbaMe enough, as two of the Dircftor* 
were fome time fince nominated Membert 
of the Conyen ion. 

We are ,to fail in a day or two, and I 
am very much hurri.d in p eking up, and 
pr paring for our voya e, therefore mtift 
i bid you farewell, &c. &c. ' l 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 

*• Swan with Two Necks, Lad-lane, 

London, nth OEtobcr t 1793* 

My dear Madam, 

X haften to acquaint you, that after 
a paffage of nine weeks and four days, in 
the Alexander (Shaw) from Jamaica, we 
landed fafe at Dover, the 9th inftant. 
My heart jumped with joy, when I found 
myfelf once more treading the fod of 
Old England, which at one time during 
our voyage, I did not. expeft would ever 
be the cafe', for an ill-natured contagious 
fever, (when we had been but a few days at 
fea), difcovered itfeif in the fhip, and, 
before it could be checked, fcourged 
almoft every perfon on board ; however, 
by the fkill and vigilance of the fhip's 
furgeon, only one death happened. We 
had been out about three weeks, when 
it attacked me, and was if not for the 
.good nurfing and attention I had from 
every one, particularly the Captain, Sur- 
geon, and my own good man, in all human 
U like- 
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likelihood I fhould have fallen a viftim 
to its barbarity ; indeed, Captain Shaw's 
impartial kindnefs to his fick, was beyond 
every thing I ever witneffed before, and 
in my opinion, ftamps him a man of 
genuine humanity. 

Our fhip was armed with two and twen- 
ty guns, and had between fifty and fixty 
men on board. We failed from Kingfton 
the 3d of Auguft, and the following day 
fell in with thirteen fail pf Spanifh (hips, 
under convoy of a frigate, who was fo 
very negligent of her charge, as to permit 
us to intercept feven of them, which, had 
they been French, we mull have taken irf 
fpite of all fhe could have done, being at 
that time fo far to leeward, as to be fcarcely 
difcernable. A Liverpool fhip, bound 
home, had joined them the preceding 
day, and now begged to be taken under 
our protection ; this was granted, and 
fhe kept company with us until we got in- 
to jthe chops of the Channel. 

The fever that infefted us, broke out 
among her crew, and hurried a fourth of 
their number into the other world. Here 
Captain Shaw difplayed his humanity 
again, in a high degree, by waiting feve- 
ral hours every day, and thus prolonging 

our 



( *3* ) 

pur voyage, to the prejudice of his own 
intereft, merely for the purpofe of render- 
ing them what affiftance he could ; had he- 
Dot, their fituation would certainly have 
been extremely comfortlefs, as the cala- 
itiity I have juft mentioned was aggravated 
by the (hip being fo leaky, that the matter 
rfnd crew had it frequently in contemplation 
to abandon her f 

We had little bad or boifterous weather 
during our voyage, and the time pleafantly 
vaoilhed after health was reftored in the 
fhip ; fcarcely two days paffed away with- 
out meeting one or more veffels i we al- 
ways brought them too, and although none 
of them were of the fort wifhed for, they 
amufed and furnifhed us with news of Tome 
kind. Clearing fhip, when a ftrange fail 
was feed), as if we really expe&ed a ren* 
counter, and exercifing our guns, once or 
twice a week, with all the manoeuvres prac- 
tifed in an engagement, were fouices of 
amufement altogether new to me. At firft, 
when a broad fide was fired it operated like 
an ele&rical (hack, but habit foon made it 
familiar, and at laft I was lefs fenfible of 
vibration from it, than the awful tremend- 
ous thunder we oftentimes had off the 
coaft of America, whi^h was more fevere 
by far, than any I ever heard on th$ 
U 2 coalt 
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coaft of Africa. This being the fubftancd 
of every thing worth notice on our way 
tome, I (hall therefore turn back to my 
quiring Sierra Leone, and fay fomething 
of what occurred from that time till my 
departure from Jamaica. 

We embarked and failed on the ftinth 
of June ; nothing could have reconciled 
me to the idea of taking my paffage in a 
flave fliip, but Mr. ■ — - being with 
me, for I always entertained moft hor- 
rid notion^ of being expofed to indelica- 
cies, too offenfive for the eye of ah Eng- 
Jith woipan, on board thefe fhips ; howe- 
ver, I never was more agreeably difap- 
pointed in my life. In the centre of the 
fhip a barricadowas run acrofs, to pre- 
vent any communication between the 
men and women ; the men and b6ys oc- 
cupied the forward part, and the women 
and girls, the after, fo I was only liable to 
fee the latter, who were full as well habited 
as they would have been in Africa, and I 
had very comfortable apartments hi the 
round houfe, where I could retire* when 
I chofe to be alone. ? 4 : « Ji 

Having heard fuch a vaft deal of the 
ill treatment to flaves during the middle 
paflage, I did not omit to make the niceit 

obfer- 
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obfervations in my power, and was I to 
give upon oath what thofe obfervations 
were, I would declare I had not the 
flighted reafon to fufpeti any inhumanity 
or mal-pra&ice was fhewn towards them* 
through the wh6le voyage; on the con* 
trary, I believe they experienced the ut- 
moft kindnefs and care, and after a few 
days, when they had recovered from fea 
ficknefs, I never faw more figns of con* 
tent and fatisfa&ion, among any fet of peo- 
ple, in their or any other country. We 
had not our compliment of (laves by one* 
third, confequently there was an abundance 
of, room for them.' Regularly every day 
their rooms were wafhed out, fprinkled 
with vinegar, and well dried with chafing 
difhes of coal ; during this operation the 
flaves were kept on deck, where they were 
allowed to ftay the whole day (when the 
weather would permit) if they liked it; in 
the morning before they came up, and in 
the evening, after they retired to reft, our 
deck was always fcrubed and fcowered fo 
clean that you might eat off it* 

Their provifions were excellent, eon- 
fifting of boiled rice and Englifh beans, 
fometimes feparate, fometimea mixed, 
cleanly dreffed, and relilhed with a piece 
of beef, fait filh, or palm oil, the latter 
U 3 teemed 
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feemed generally to have the preference j 
a fuperabundance of this was their conftant 
breakfaft and fupper; between the two 
meals each flave had a large brown bifcuit, 
and commonly a dram of rum. Great 
attention was paid the Tick, of which, how- 
ever, there were few, a mefs of mutton, 
fowl, or lome frefh meat, was daily pre- 
pared for them, and we arrived in Ja-» 
maica on the 13th of July, with the lofc 
only of one boy who was ill before we 
left the coaft, and the remainder of the 
cargo in much higher health than when 
they had embarked* 

Whether ffaves are eqpaliy well treated 
in common, I cannot pretend to fay, but 
when one recolleQs how much the mailers 
are interefted in their well doing, it is na- 
tural to fuppofe fuch is the cafe, for felfc 
infereft fo unalterably governs the human 
heart, that k alone mult temper the bar- 
barity of any man, and prevenrhim from 
committing violence on, or mifufing his 
own property, and every cargo of Haves is 
more or lefs that of the fhip's mailer's. 

A few days before our arrival at King- 
fton, Mr. W — lb — ce arid Tom Pjine were 
burnt in effigy. It" would hav^hurt me 
had I feen the former coupled' with fuch 

an 
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an incendiary, and thus expofed to public 
ignominy ; for, in my confidence I believe 
he was impelled by too keen notions of 
humanity, and too zealous a defire of doing 
good, to take fo a&ive a part as he has 
done for the abolition. 

For a length of time I viewed the Slave 
Trade with abhorrence — confide ring it a 
blemilh on every civilized nation that 
countenanced or fupported it, and that this, 
our happy enlightened country was more 
efpecially ftigmatized for carrying it on, 
than any other ; but I am not afhamed to 
confefs, thofe fentiments were the efFe&of 
ignorance, and the prejudice of opinion, 
irtibibed by affociating with a circle of ac- 
quaintances, bigoted Jor the abolition^ before 
I had acquired information enough to form 
any independent thoughts upon the fub- 
jett, and fo widely oppofite are my *ideas 
of the trade from what they were, 'hat I 
now think it in no fhape obje&ionable ei- 
ther to morality or religion, but on the 
contrary confident with both, while neither 
are to be found in unhappy Africa; and 
while three-fourths of that populous coun* 
try come into the world, like hogs or 
flieep, fubjeft, at stay moment, to be rob'd 
of their lives by the other fourth, I fay, 

white 
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while this is the cafe, I cannot think the 
Slave Trade inconfiftent with any moral, 
or religious law, — in place of invading 
the happinefs of Africa, tends to promote 
it, by pacifying the murdering, defootic 
Chieftains of that country, who only lpare 
the lives of their vaflaU from a defire of 
acquiring the manufactures of this and 
other nations, and by f.ving millions from 
perdition, \\hofe future exiftence is ren- 
dered comfortable, by the cheriftnng hands 
of Chritfian mafters, who are not only 
reftrained from exerci ng any improper 
or unjuft cruellies over (heir flaves, by 
the fear of - reciprocal injury, but by 
the laws of the land, and their religious 
tenets* 

All the flaves I had an opportunity of 
feeing in Jamaica, feemed vaftly well fatif- 
fied, heir condi ions appeared to be far 
p e erable eo what I expe&ed, and they 
difcovercd irore cheerfulnefs than I ever 
obferved he Blacks Ihew in Africa, unleft 
jroufed by liquor. 

The Kingfton markets are as abundantly 
fupplied wiih vege ables, borb in variety, 
and quantity, as any > ever faw ; and I 
was informed, wholly from the indultry 
of flaves at their by-hours, for their 

owa 
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own emolument ; and I further heard, 
that notwithftanding many of them have 
in this way, amaffed money enough to 
purchafe feveral (laves, yet few inftances 
occur where they fliew even a defire of 
ranfoming themfelves. This is not a 
matter of much aftonifliment, when we 
refleQ how little (laves in our; Iflands are 
embarrafled with worldly cares : that they 
are fed when hungry, cloathed when naked, 
and kindly nurfed, with every medical 
care, when fick, folely at their matter's 
expence, who only exadt honefty, and a 
reafonable talk of labour in return, after 
which, if attended to, they have nothing 
to fear, but, on the contrary, are certain 
of being rewarded and encouraged by 
extraordinary indigencies ; and when the 
thread of lite is fpun out, they leave this 
world with the pleafing thoughts that an 
interefted, if not naturally humane and 
indulgent .matter or miftrefs will fupply 
their place, and prevent their children from 
experiencing any want of a father or mo- 
ther's fofte.ring hand. 

How very few of our labouring poo* 
can boaft, when their mortal bodies be- 
come tenants of the grave, that their chil- 
dren have fuch certain provifion fe- 
cured them, and probably thoufands and 

thoufands 
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thoufands of themfelves may go fupper- 
lefs to bed this very night, and rife to- 
morrow, not knowing where to get a 
♦breakfaft, or without the means of ac- 
quiring a morfel of bread to allay the 
gnawings of hunger — whether then are 
their fituations, or thofe of flaves, having 
Chriftian matters, mod preferable ? The 
queftion, in my opinion, requires but little 
confideration," 

Pray do not mifinterpret my arguments, 
and fuppofe me a friend to flavery, or 
wholly an enemy to abolifliing the Slave 
Trade ; lead you fhould, I muft explain 
myfelf, — by declaring from my heart I 
wifh freedom to every creature formed 
by God, who knows its value,— 'which 
cannot be the cafe with thofe who have 
not tafted its fweets ; therefore, mod af- 
furedly, 1 mull think favourably of the 
Slave Trade, while thofe innate prejudices, 
ignorance, fuperftition, and favageneft, 
overfpread Africa ; and while the Afri- 
cans feel no convi&ion by continuing it, 
but remove thofe errors of nature, teach, 
them the purpofes for which they were 
created, the ignominy of trafficing in 
their own flefh, and learn them to hold 
the lives of t\>eir fellow mortals in higher 
t&knation, or even let me fee a foundation 

laid 
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laid, whereupon hopes itfelf may be 
built of their becoming profelytes to the 
do&rifie of Abolition ; then, no perfon 
on earth will rejoice more earnettly to 
fee that trade fuppreffed in every (hape ; 
nor do I apprehend it would be imprac- 
ticable, or even difficult to effeQ: it, for 
I dill admit what I faid upwards of two 
years ago, to be ftri&ly jijft.— « That 
Nature has not endowed the Africans 
with capacities lefs fufceptible of im- 
provement and cultivation, than any other, 
part of the hunftm race," — and I am fure 
they thirft for literature; therefore, if 
feminaries were eftablifhed on different 
parts of the coa'ft, and due attention paid 
• to the morals and manners of the rifipg 
generatipn, I do not queftion but their 
geniuffes would ripen into ideas con- 
genial with our own ; and that pofterity 
would .behold them, emerged from that 
vortex of difgrace, in which they- have 
been overwhelmed fince time immemorial, 
eftablilhing focial, political, and commer- 
cial connexions throughout the globe, 
and 'even fee- them blazing among the 
literati of their age. 

I am heartily glad to get rid of this 
fubjeft, and am furprifed how I came 
to entangle myfelf in it : but truft no 

expfef- 
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exprefiions have flipped- from me which 
will reproach my humanity or fenfibility, 
for the wrongs of mankind; if there have, 
impute them to miftaken notions of hap- 
pinefs and mifery, for I am not confciou* 
of meaning ill. 

You will obferve, I was in Jamaica 
from the 13th of July to the 3d of Au- 
guft, and perhaps may expeft fome opinion 
of the country* people's manners, &c. 
from me, but any remarks of mine cannot 
be otherwife than trifling* and confined, 
as my ftay was too fhort, and Kingfton, 
with a little of its environs, were the only 
parts I had a chance of feeing. 

Kingfton ftands on the brink of a bay 
which forms the harbour; its fituation is 
varied, being partly low and partly high. 
I fuppofe it to be about a mile in length, 
and rather more than half in depth ; a re- 
gular well built town, with ftreets intercept- 
ing each other at right angles ; but I think 
many of them quite too narrow for tbat 
climate. I am told it is the largeft, beft 
built, moft opulent, and populous town we 
have in the Weft-Indies. The merchants 
moftly have fmall country villas, within a 
couple of miles round, which are called 
Pens, whither they retire, between thre« 

and 



( *&x ) 

and fqnr o'clock in the afternoon, when 
ail bufinefs for tkt day is complcatcd. 

I found the fceat much more oppreffive 
than I ever felt it in Africa, where I wa$, 
including both voyages, upwards of two 
years, without perceiving my flcin in any 
way difcoloured by the weather, but be- 
fore I had been in Kingfton a week, I was 
tan'd almoft as brown as a mulatto. This 
I charge in a great meafure to living on 
the fea fide, open to the violent breeze, 
which tome times blew a very ftorm, and 
which, I am perfuaded, is inteufely acid, 
for I never could leave a key, knife, or 
any piece of fteel expofed to it for half 
an hour, without getting rutted. The 
people drefs moftly after the cuftom of 
this country, and their manners are much 
the fame, except in hofpitaJity, which fur* 
paffes all I ever met with. 

I ufed commonly to ride out from five 
to feven o'clock in the morning, and 
then return to breakfaft; ia thofe rides 
I often obferved the country tore up into 
deep furrows, which I conje&ured were 
paflages of rivulets dried up, but was in- 
formed they were occafioned by heavy in* 
undations, during the rains ; notwith* 
{landing this, I found the roads remarkably 
- X good, 
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good, particularly the road to Spaniffr 
Town, which is, wthoiit exception, the 
bed I ever travelled upon ; but under- 
ftand, it was made at a prodigious ex- 
pence, being a great part of the way 
through a morafs, which laying to wind* 
ward of Spanifh Town, muft contribute to 
make that place very unwholefome ; This 
is the capital of Jamaica, about thirteen 
miles from Kingfton, but in comparifon 
with the latter/very infignificant; feveral 
public office*, the affembly of the ifland, 
and courts of juftice are held there ; it 
is alfo the refiderice of the Governor, 
whofe houfe is moft fpacious and :ele- 
gant;* a marble ftatue of our late gal- 
lant Rodney is erefted there, in me- 
mory of that ever famous aftion on the 
12th of April, 17825 its ornamental ef- 
fect is greatly loft by being placed in an 
obfcure corner. lam much furprifed it 
was not railed at Kingfton, where certainly 
it would have appeared to more advan- 
tage and notoriety; but the Houfe of Af- 
fembly determined that it Ihould grace the 
former, being the metropolis. 

I hav« already told you what excellent 
vegetable markets there are at Kingfton ; 
its flefh markets likewife are very good, 
plenty of fat beef, but rather dark colour- 
ed 

* It is (aid to have coft 30,0001. Jamaica cur- 
rency.. « 1,42 SI. us. 6d. fterling. 
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ed and coarfc grained, excellent mutton, 
pork, and poultry of all kinds ; turtle in 
high perfe&ion, and a variety of fine fifh 
may be had every day. 

Kingfton fwarmed with emigrants from 
St. Domingo, whofe miferies and misfor- 
tunes did not fail to draw compaffion and 
charity from its humane inhabitants, who 
fubfcribed mod liberally to meliorate their 
fufferings, and I was credibly informed, 
that even . the French prifoners have lo 
handfome an allowance as three and fix- 
pence currency each per day, from the 
ifland of Jamaica, for their maintenance. 
Are not thefe proofs of generofity ? can a 
doubt exift that thofe people who not only 
affift the pppreffed and injured, but pro- 
vide fo bountifully for their very enemies, 
are not alive to the niceft definition of hu- 
manity ? only in minds warped by igno- 
rance or prejudice, I prefume, and the 
opinions ot fuch are very immaterial. 

A very galling and extraordinary mis- 
fortune befel me while at Kingfton, which 
I cannot refrain mentioning to you. After 
we had been there about eight or ten days, 
a genteel dreffed man took lodgings in 
the fame houfe with us, and the following 
day we went to dine and flay the night 
X 2 at 
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at a gentleman's in the country, when this 
fellow availed himfelf of our abfence, 
broke into my bed chamber, and rifled a 
fmall cafket, containing nearly all the 
trinkets and valuables 1 had, to fome con. 
fiderable amount • be allured I felt prodi- 
gioufly mortified at my lofs, which was not 
a little aggravated by finding the knave had 
doped, leaving behind him, a trunk hdf 
full of stones, iri lieu of his fpoHs. 

Trick* of this fort occur fo rarely there, 
that it had made not a little noife, and the 
Town Veftry offering a handfome reward, 
for apprehending the thief, I had the fa- 
tisfa&ion of hearing, juft before we failed, 
that he was taken, but this was all, for he 
had difpofed of what he ftole from me, at 
leaft none of the articles were found in 
his poffeffion ; however, it was fuppofed 
he would be convi&ed of other burglaries 
charged to him, and I cannot fay, I fhould 
be hurt to hear, the world was rid of fuch 
a nuifance. 

I believe I have now noticed every cir- 
cumftance meriting attention, from the 
time of leaving Sierra Leone, until our 
arrival here, and having Q>un this letter 
out to a greater length than was either ex- 
pected or intended, I mult therefore hurry 

it 
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it to a conchifion, and fhali only obferve 
the Amy is arrived, with the two black 
Deputies from Sierra Leone, but I am not 
informed what kind of reception they have 
met with from the Dire&ors, none of 
whom I have yet had the pleafura of 
(being. 

Mr. has fome bufinefs with them, 

which he is in hopes of accomplishing 
flhortly, we then intend paying a vifit to 
you and the reft of my friends in BriftoU 

Adieu, 

Believe me always 

Your's fincAely, 
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letter xra 

« Even the dtciarations made by thmsttm* 
seem wholly ntw and Jhrange to them; ikey 
ftrgd nbfonfy what they hoot son, hut what 

tkey h&9t Said." Wilberfbrce, on the Slate Trad* 

' iJthAprti; if 91. 

Lottfro*, *$di%c. 1753* 
My dear Madam* 



1 



Concluded my laft by telling 
you Mr. — — — had fome bufinefs to fet- 
tle with the DtreQors, part of which was on 
account of what they were, and yet are, 
indebted to me as the widow of Mr. Fal- 
conbridge, for money left in their hands, 
and for falary due to him when he died* 

About a week after we came to town, 
I called at Mr. Henry Thornton's, but 
not finding him at home, left my ad* 
dre fs, with a meffage, that I wifhed to fee 
him on bufinefs. Several days elapfed 
without a fyllable from Mr. Thornton, 
and conjecturing the fervant might have 
emitted delivering either my card or met 
lage, I called again, when his houfe-keeper 

allured 
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aflfrrtfd n*« fekd teceftred btfflr, fctft'W 
thtn at his country feat at ClapTiam; I 
now left a hote mentioning the circunr-* 
ftance of having waited oil him twice, and. 
beging to be acquainted when I could 5 
hire the pleafure 6f feeing Hnfn fouif or 
five days more puffed ^tway. without ahy 
atfJfareiV which puzzled tfte vety jtiuch i& 
account for. tfnwilling, h6wever, to 1 nurftr 
any fufpteion that either inftilt or injur/ 
could poflibly be intended me, by a mant 
Who had fydntaneoufly faade fach deco- 
rations of friendfhip as Mr.' Thornton did 
tome, before I. wemfaft to Africa, afrd 
tyhofe chara&er n currently reported, to' 
poffefs as little alloy as frail man cart 
be charged yhh, .1 therefore determined! 
to v6nturfc another letter before I formed 
any opinion ; the confetjuenee of this wa* 
an anfwer that ftaggeired me a vaft deal 
jiiore than hi* fflence; he iriformfed tnt I 
would hnd hiffc at his banking houfe, in 
Bartholomew lanfe, from ten to twelve rite 
following day, if F ckofe td call then. I was 
texed at receiving fo affronting a note 
from Mr. Thornton, becaufe it gave me 
*otfnt id qfiieftiort hi^ ver»dty, -and tlrt 
i&tfe&ofs good intentions tbwirds me ; ne- 
Yeithelefs, a corifciousnefs of having done 
ttdthing to merit Rich rudenefe, and my 
foretdt requiring tne to^be him, & tutted 

my 
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tyyntf^dpxldt? qoll^cd as much com* 
pofure as it wa^ poffi|>le,. and met the gen- 
tleman on his own ground. I believe he 
neither expeQed pr wifhed for this meet- 
ipg ; when lj entered Iris counting room, 
hp bluflied confufkm, and with; fome dif- 
ficulty he ftamfnered out, i% pray madam, 
ybat is yaur bufineis with me ?!' «' I have 
been induced to take much pains to fee 
you Sir, to requeft you will get the Direc- 
tors to fettle Mr Falconbridge's accounts, 
and pay what is owing me," anfwered I, 
*f vfhy," faid he, " Mr v Falconbridge kept 
90 books,- and he appears to be confi- 
derahly in debt to the Company." " Kept 
no books, Sir, how can that be, when I 
have a copy of them this moment in my 
hands, a duplicate of which, I know your 
Accountant at Sierra Leone 'in whofe pof- 
feffion th* original books are) has fent the 
Directors ,f "I have never feen them; 
pray what is the amount of your demand P 
replied Mr. Thornton.' I then produced 
an abllraft account ftdting the fum ; " why" 
fays he, its a large amount; I did know 
Mr. Falconbrid.e left any monev in bur 
hands, I thought he had received it ;[ and 
his accounts for the Lapwing's firft voyage 
were never fettled." This language ftart- 
led me a good deal, but I refrefhed his 
memory regarding the money, left with the 

* Duca* 
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Dtrd&ors ; and cold him he alio laboured 
under a miftake refpefting the Lapwing's 
accounts, for he mult recoiled they were 
fettled, and that he, fortunately, paid the 
ballance of 74I. 19s. 6d, to rnyfelf. Naked 
truths thus flaring him in the face, made 
him at a loft what to fay ; however after a 
little reflexion, he told me, " whatever 
is due to you, madam, muft be paid ; if you 
^ill walk into another room, and wait a 
few moments, I will fend for Mr. Wi Ilia mi, 
the Secretary, who will fee every thing fet 
tight." 

I was then (hewn into a large cold room, 
covered with painted floor cloth, where, 
after waiting fome time half frozed, Mr # 
Williams came. His behaviour was gen- 
tl em an! ike : when I had recapitulated 
nearly what I faid to Mr. Thornton, he 
enquired if Mr. Falconbridge left a will 
irt my fevour ? which having anfwered in 
the affirmative, he wifhed me joy, as it 
Vrould prevent others trom (baring of the 
little property he left — defired me to get 
the will proved, fend when that was done 
there would be no impediment whatever 
in my way, and I fhould be paid imme- 
diately. 

In a few days after, Mr. — *• faw Mr. 
Wttliams, who told hint, he had bet;er 

omit 
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omit proving the will till the Court ex- 
a&ly afcertained what amount I had to re- 
ceive, as it would Gave expence. 

Perhaps Mr. Williams intended a kind- 
nefs by this admonition, for he mud have 
known then, uhat I am now fure of, that 
the Directors mean, if they poffibly can, 
to withhold every fixpence from me ; at 
leaft, i here is great reafon to iuppofe fo 
from .'their quibbling condu&. 

After detaining us heie all this time, 

and fliuffling Mr. off from one Court 

to another, without affigning any honeft # 
bufinefs like reafon, tor doing fo; they 
now wind up their prevarications, by fay- 
ing, they muft wait for further information 

. from Sierra L eone, which I look upon 
tantamount to a pofitive refufal ; indeed, 
it would have been much handfomer had 
they candidly declared at once, that it was 
not their intention to pay me — for their 

: evafive anfwers have inqreafed the injury, 
by prolonging our itay here to the overthrow 
of iome plans Mr. ; ■ had in contem- 
plation. , 

What do you think of their charging 
me with the prefents they particularly di- 
rected, 1 fhould purchafe tor, and make, 
Queen Nairabana; with the (lores granted 

by 



( »5t ) 

T>y tbe Court for me to take to Sierra 
Leone, my journey to Briftol and Fal- 
mouth, and every little donation they made, 
either to Mr. Falconbrfdge, or myfelf. 

But befides thefe paltry, pitiful charges, 
they bring forward three others: of much 
greater confequence, though founded on 
equally fhameful and frivolous .grounds, 
viz. the Lapwing's cargo, with all the 
expences of her firft voyage, and for eight 
months before ihe left the river Tfrarnfes ; 
— the goods fent in the Duke of Buc~ 
€leugh,* together withh the - freight and 
paiTage money; paid Meffrs. .AnderfonV 
and the Amy's cargo when we laft went 
to Africa. 

. They might, with as much propriety, 
h?ive included the whole of the Com-1 
pany's funds that have been thrown 
away';— ryes, fhamefully fa*— no Tct "of 
raw boys juft let loofe • from fchool, 
could have difpofed of them more in- 
judicioufly. r-What had Mr. Falcon- 
bridge to do with the diflburfement of 
the Lapwing ? Her matter was the of- 
tenfible perfon. The trifling goods, fent 
out in her and the Duke of Buccleugh, 
were all appropriated conformable to the 
inftru&ions Mr. Falconbridge . received ; 

they 
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they were not intended for trading with, 
bu* merely as gifts of charity, and bribes, 
to pacify the covetous natives ; therefore, 
if Mr. Falconbndgc had not accounted 
for them, it would be very eafy to find 
out whether they had been difpofed of 
that way : but I know every thing was 
fettled previous to our tecond voyage, and 
it is only a poor, mean finefle in the 
Bine&ors to fay otherwife. 

As to the Amy's cargo, true— it waa 
configned to Mr, Falconbridge ; but that 
conlignment was done away, when he re~ 
ceived hisfrefti inftru&iops, after we ar- 
rived at Sierra Leone ; and before that 
vefTel left Africa, the Mafter of her got a 
receipt for his whole cargo, from the Go- 
vernor and Council, which receipt the 
Dire&ors have at this moment. 

I will not interrupt your time with this 
£ubje& longer than to give you the fen- 
timents of the late Governor of Sierra 
Leone, who fays, in a letter of the 15th 

inftant, to Mr. , « f I am forry the 

Dire&ors fbould give you lb much trou- 
ble, and particularly about the cargo of 
the Lapwing for her fiift voyage. They 
certainly are unacquainted with the cir- 
cumftances, and the fituation of Falcon- 
bridge. 
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bridge on his firitvoyage, or they would 
never be fo minute, particularly with his 
.widow; who experienced fuch unheard of 
fcardfhips* , 

"I hope I fpeak truth* when I pronounce 
their late Commercial- Agent an honeft 
man, but a very unfortunate one, not in 
the leaft calculated for the ftation he 
filled, which meA of difcernment might 
have discovered at firft view. I affure 
you, had I been on board the Lapwing, 
on her firft voyage, by myfelf, in Sierra 
Leone river, without a perfon in the* 
neighbourhood likely to befriend me 
(which was the cafe with FalconBridge), 
knowing the country as I do, 1 fhould 
have thought myfelf extremely happy to 
have returned fafe to my native country, 
without any cargo at all/* 

I ihall now leave you to inake WhaC 
comments you pleafe on the vexatious 
treatment I have received from thofe 
Gentlemen, and to turn in your mind 
what my profpefh would have been had I 
come home implicitly confiding in the 
profufion of friendly promifes they be- 
llowed on me (Unfought for) when lift 
In England* 

Y leer- 
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\ 
1 certainly had a bright to build fomt 
expe&atiqtis from them ; ^ but in place 
of any, you find thofe paragons of vir- 
tue and human excellence, unwilling to do 
me common juftice, refilling to pay mc 
what is religioufly my right--a little 
pittance, which God knows, I gave tb« 
higheft price for! 

However, if there is any comfort in 
having company in one's misfortunes, 
or! ill ufage, I have that fatisfaftion. 
—Their treatment to Mr. Clarkfon (the 
late Governor), and others, has been 
highly difcreditable, but their behaviour 
to the two Deputies from Sierra Leone, 
and confequenfly to all their conftituents, 
is the moll inebnfiftent part » of their con- 
duft, becaufe any injury done them muft 
annoy and jar the Company's intereft. 

iThefe unfortunate oppreffed people 
(the Deputies) have related to me moft 

.minutely every circumftance that has, be- 
fallen them fince their arrival iu this 
country; and, as you feem interefted 
in their behalf, and defire to know 

. what fuccefs they have met with, I wifl re- 
peat their narrative nearly in their own 
words. 
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11 We landed pennyless at Portfmouth," 
I think they faid " the i6tti of Auguft, 
but we had a fmall bill on the Dire&ors 
for the amount v of what our fellow fuf- 
ferers fubfcribed before We left Free Town. 
The Company's Agent at Portfmouth gave 
us two guineas to pay our way here, which 
were deduced from olir bill when it was 
paid. As foon as we catne to Town, we 
went to Mr. Thornton's houfe, and de- 
livered our Petition to him, he read it 
over, and feemed at firft to be very kind, 
and to compaflionate us very much, but, 
in two or three days time, he told us the 
Directors had received letters from Africa, 
ftating that our c6mplaints were frivolous 
and ill grounded. After this we law feve- 
ral of the Dire&ors, who told us the 
fame.* We afked who the letters came 
from, but this they would not tell, how- 
ever we are fure Dawfcs and McAuley 
are the authors, becaufe they muft write 

all the they can think of to e*? 

cufe themfelves. ' . . '.' ■ 

t€ When we had been here about three 
, weeks, finding our mon6y almoft ex- 
hautted, we applied to two of the Di- 
re&ors, namely, Mr. Thornton a^.d,! Mr. ' 
Parker, and requeued them to fupply us 
with i little." The latter faid, "Yes, 
Y 2 I will 
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I will let you have money, if you will 
mortgage, or fell the lands due you 
by the Company , M but the Former had 
tnore humanity, he recommended us to 
go and labour for our fupport. To this 
We replied, we were willing to work, if 
we knew where to get employment.— 
Mr. Thornton then faid, « You flbaH be 
at no lofs for that, I will give you a line 
to a perfon who will employ you.'— " This 
we gladly accepted of, and accordingly 
got into fervice, where we wrought for 
near a month, without hearing the mod 
diftant hint of an anfwer to our Petition. 
We then "began to grow very uneafy, and 
quite 4t a lofs what to do, having no 
mend to advife us* 

* The Directors never would give us 
M{* Clarkfon's addrefs, though we afked 
for it frequently • however, in the midft 
of our diftrefs, accidentally hearing he 
lived at Wiflbeach, we wrote him without 
hefitation, enclofed a copy of our Petition, 
requefted he would interpofe his influ- 
ence with the Dire&ors, and in vindi- 
cation of his character, endeavour to 
get juftice done us. We told him, 
all we required was the fulfilment of his 
promifes, which the Gentlemen at Siena 
Leone had allured us he made without 
v authority. 
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authority. When Mr. Clarkfon received 
this letter, he wrote to Mr, Thornton, 
teging the Dire&ors ^ .would appoint 
fome early day to meet him and us to* 
gether, that he might explain his promifes, 
and thereby acquit himfelf from having 
a£ted dilhonorable, in any flxape, to the 
people he carped from America to Sierra 
JLeone. \ J} . 

" We fuppofe *he Bireftors did not 
like to fee Mr. Qlarifcfon and us face to 
to face, for Mr. Thornton never anfwered 
that letter, wfrich obliged Mr, Clarkfon 
to write another } this he fent unfeale^ 
under cover to us, that we might be con* 
vinced of his good intentions and in* 
tegrity towards us.'* 

They fhewed me *copy of the letter, 
which having read, I alfo tranferibed, a* 
I now do again word for word. 



Y 3 WlllBACH, 
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'* - * WllBIACH, NOV* 11, I793; 

" My dear Sir, 

"AS you have given me no anfwer 
to my letter, wherein I requefted a tHay 
to be appointed for the Dire&ors, myfelr, 
with Meffrs. Anderfon and Perkins, the 
Deputies appointed by the inhabitants of 
Free Town to meet, to explain the pro- 
friifes you authorised me to make them, 
I am induced to take this method to con* 
vince the people at large of your Colonyy 
that I halve done all in my f>ower, fince 
I have been in England, to forward the 
performance Gf the promifes I made therp, 
with as much zeal as I ufed when I was 
on the fpot ; and as I cannot bear to be 
fufpe&ed by them, or the inhabitants of 
Nova^ Scotia, who Were witnefTes of my 
exertions in their behalf, I am induced 
to take this method of alluring them 
of the fincerity of my profeffions, as 
well that the promifes I made them 
were from the Dire&ors of the Sicm 
Leone Company, and that they have as 
great a right to the performances of them 
as they have to difpofe of their own 
property, 

"I fend 
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«« I fend this letter to you (unfealed) 
Under cover to Meffrs. Anderfon and 
Perkins, for their perufai, that they may 
affure thofe they reprefentj I have 
done all in my. power to perform my 
engagements with them, confident wita. 
honour and honefty. ,.'"'' 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your's fincerely, 
(figned) / JOHN CLA^KSON* 

To Hqjiry Thornton, Efq.- 
Chairman of the Court 
of Direftors of the Sierra 
Leone-Company, London/* 

* We attended/' contihued the fpoief- 
man, " the firft Court after receiving this 
letter, 4 and delivered it. The Dire&or* 
did not feem well pleafed, but they made 
no observations on it to us. Before we 
lfeffc the Court, we were informed one^ 
of the Company's flups was to fail for 
Sierta Leone immediately — that we were 
to return in her, and when embarkcd $ 
We ihould have an anfwer ta our peti- 
tion* 

ft We 
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." We thought. Jt Very, ftrange, ther 
ftiouldput o|F giving u$ an anfwer till 
tve had embarked, and therefore, ob* 

i # e£lecL laying, we wifbed. not. only s to 
iave 9 out toconfider, the anfwer before 
we left this country, and were proceed- 
ing to fay much more, when the Court 
prevented us, by faying, " Whatever ob- 
je6Hons you have to make, or whatever 
you wi(h to tell us, you mud do it in 
writing/' — In confequence whereof, on 
the next Court day, we prefented an Ad# 
drefs as fellow's : 

" To the Honourable the Chairman and 
Court of Direftors of the Sierra Leone 
Company. 

"Honourable Sirs, 

11 YOU have deCred us to com- 
mit to writing what we wilh to tell you* 

u We did not think, Gentlemen, znj 
thing more was neceflary than the petition 
we brought, and delivered to you from 
the, people we reprefent ; but as you do 
not feem to treat that petition with the 
attention we expefted, you oblige us to 
fay fomething more on the fubjeft, for we 
would 'be veryreraifs were we to leave 

this 
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this country, without doing all in our 
power to get fome fatisfa&ion, not for- 
the trouble we have been at, but fuch 
as will be pleafing and comfortable to 
our countrymen, and at the fame time 
ferviceable to your intereft. 

« The Settlers at Free Town (jhofe 
brought from America we mean), whofe 
thoughts we now fpeak, always believed 
the promifes made them by Mr. Clark- 
fon, in Nova Scotia, were your promifes. 
We are now convinced of the truth of 
this, by the letter from Mr. Clarkfon, 
which ve delivered you on Friday laft f 

> 4C We certainly hope your Honors in- 
tend making good thofe promifes, and 
we beg to know whether you do or 
notfc — We beg to have Grants for the 
land we at prefent occupy, and a promife 
in writing for the remainder, or the value* 
to be given at a future time named in 
that instrument of writing. 

IC When we are able, we (hall confider 
ourfelves bound to contribute what we can, 
towards defraying the expences of the Co- 
lony; but this never can be the cafe until 
your promifes are fulfilled to us j at pre- 
fent you are obliged to give us daily wages 

to 



to do work, from which no advantage call 
ever be derived, either to the Company or 
the Settlers ; and we have no choice, but 
to do this work, or ftarve ; whereas if we 
had our lands, and that, fupport from the 
Company, which was promifed, there would 
be no neceffity for employing us except at 
fuch work. as was really wanting; and we 
might do as we pleafe, either wprk on our 
own lands, or the Company's, whereby 
there would be a mutual advantage, and 
in a few years, with induftry and good ma- 
nagement on our parts, the produce of 
thofe lands would yield a profitable trade 
to the Company, and we fcould have the 
pleasure of knowing we were providing 
comfort for our children after us. 

w We always fappofed we were fentfrom 
Nova Scotia to Sierra Leone* by hi& Ma- 
jefty, (God blefs him) the King of this 
Country; who, no doubt, expeQed our 
fituation would be made better, from the 
aflurances he had received of wha^ your 
Honors were to do for us. We wifh the 
Governor of our Colony fhould be ap- 
pointed by his Majefty, whofe fubjefis we 
confide* ourfejves, and to whom we fhajl 
be happy at all times of fliewing our loy- 
alty and attachment. 

If 



u If we are not of importance enough to 
tliis Country, to deferve a Governor au- 
thorifed by the King, we, with due refpeQ: 
to your Honors, think we have a right to. 
a voice/ in. naming the man who fhail go- 
vern us, but fry this.we do not mean to 
fay, that we have a right to interfere with 
the perfon whom you may chufe to dire& 
or manage your property, 

* c We will not be governed by your 
prefent Agents in Africa, nor can we think 
©f fubmitting our grievances to them, 
which we under/land is» the intention of 
your Honors, for it is inconfiftent to 
fuppofe juftice will be (hewn us, by the 
men who have injured us, , and we cannot 
help exprefling our furprifc that you Ihould 
$yen4iint fuch a thing. 

" Our Countrymen have told you, in 
the petition we delivered to his Honor the 
Chairman, — they will wait patiently 
till we returned, that their religion made 
them, bear the impofitions of your Coun- 
cil, and prevented them from doing afty 
thing that might be cpnfidered improper, 
till they heard frqip ypur Honors^ being 
convinced they would then have juftice 
fhewn th$m ; but we, are forry \o fay* 
ive 4q Hot-think you feem, diipofed to 

..."'., . lifts* 
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to liften to our complaints, and if we arc; 
obliged to return to Sierra Leone, im- 
prefled with thofe fentiments, and without 
obtaining any fatisfaftory anfwer to the 
complaints and reprefentations we have 
made, it is impoffible for us to fay what 
the confequences may be, but we will 
make bold and tell your Honors* on the 
fwer we get, defends the succefs of your Co- 
lony. 

ic We wifh to" return to our Families by 
the Amy, and therefore beg to have your 
anfwer time enough for us to confider on 
it, before we leave this Country. 

€t We hope your Honors will not think 
we have faid an£ thing here but what is 
refpe&ful and proper; we thought it our 
duty to tell you die truth ; we want no* 
thing but juftice, which cannot furely be 
refufed us. We have been fo often de^ 
ceived by white people, that we are jealous 
when they make any promifes, and unea~ 
fily wait till we fee what they will come to* 

* We fhall conclude gentlemen, by ob- 
fcrving, fince we arrived here, we have 
avoided giving you trouble as much as pof- 
fible; we did not come; upon a childifh er- 
rand, but to rejfrefent the grievances and 
fufferings of a thoufand fouls* 

a We 



# We.expcQtedtaJiavehad fame more 
attention paid to our complaints, but 
the*maaner youhwcicwted us, has been 
juft the fame as. if we were Slaves, come 
t& tell our maftfcrs, of the -cruelties and fe* 
vtero behaviour of an Qikrfur* 

"'You -irillVpkrffoii us gentlemen, fof* 
fpeakiftg fo plain; however* we do not 
think your conduft has proceeded from* 
any inclination to wrong us, but front 
the influence and mi£rep;refcntations of 
evil minded men, whofe bafenefs will 
forae day or other be difcoveted to you, 
for the Great Difpofer of events will not 
fuffer them to be hidden long* 

We are Gentlemen, 

With all paffiWefefpefifc 

Your faithful Servants^ 



(Signed) 



Isaac Ande&sok* 
Cato Perkins* 



f Represent* 
tivesforthe 
Inhabitants 
<rf Free 
Town* 



H Wheft they had read this oyer, they 
* feemed very much out of humor, and 
« we were* defired to leave the Court 
« room^ but in a few minutes Mr. Thorn* 
**' ton fent us this letter," 

Z g jMeffi* 
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,c MdTrs. Anderfon and Perkins 

** In confequence of an addrefs 
* f fent by yoti ta the Court of Directors 
• «* this day, I defire to be informed in writ- 
u ing, what are thofe promifes of 'Mr. 
<c Clarkfon, which you fay, were made to' 
u you, in Nova Scotia, and are dill un- 
« filled, / 

I am, .' ' "! 
Vour obedient humble fervant, 
(Sighed) H. Thorn totn." 

* Sierra Leone House, . ; , 4| 
19^ M>v. 1793* > 

'?* Here is our an$per to Mr. Thornton/* 

To HgNRir iTHORKTONi Esq. Chairman, 
of the Court of Dire&ors of the Sierra 
Leone Company. . . '! , 

<6 ASyqu defireno be informed 

in writing, what weft the prorfitTes made 

by Mr. Clarkfon tousf (the inhabitant* of 

Free Town) in ' Nova Seotisi, we 7 have to * 

accpiaiht you, they yere to. the following- 

purpofe : * :: • -' '- il J '" 

r ;*.u»* - \ « That 
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" That his Majefty having heard of the 
abufes we met with in America, and 
having confidered our loyalty and fervices, 
in the late faar, wifhed to make fome 
amends, and propofed, if we were inclined 
to go to Africa, we fhould be carried thi- 
ther free of expence. 

, i «« That the part of Africa we were to be 
•carried to, was called Sierra Leone, where 
a Company of the mbft refpeftable gentle- 
men, in England, intended to form a, fet- 
tlement for the purpofe of abolifhihg the 
$lave Trade. 

cc That he (Mr. Clarkfon) was author ' 
rifed by the Dire&ors of that Company 
to fay, each bead of a family fhould haye 
a grant of not lefs than twenty, acres of 
land, for him or ,herfelf - r ten acres ibr a 
wife, and five acres for each child. 

. « That thofe grants fhould be given di- 
re&ly on our arrival in Africa, free of any 
expence or charge whatever. 

Ci That we fhould be provided with all 
tools wanted for cultivation, and likewife 
the comforts and neceflaries of life, from 
the Company's (lores, at a reafopable rate, 
fuch as about ten per cent, advance, upoji 
Z 2 Ihe 



( **&8 ) 

ihe prhne cold and ehfctges, and ^ould 
not be > dttfteffbd Tor the payment df 
Tuch goods, until Enabled by the produtfe 
ef our laffds; but When we became coni- 
'fortably fettlecj, Ve fliould be filbje& (b 
Tuch charges arid obligations as would feftii 
to the general good of &e ! Cblohy, 

u That we fhoufd be prote&ed'by the 
laws of Great ftrkaih, andJiiOicfe fhotHS 
"be indifcrimhiatefy fhewn Whites aritt 
Blacks. 

a As far as we can recolleft thofe *arfc 
i the heads of Mr. Clarkfon's profciifes tp 
us; ilmoft the whble of^liich remiin un- 
fulfilled. There has been one fifth patt'tff 
the lands diftrib^tfed 1 to moft of the fettlett^ 
t>ut they are in general, fo moitntahmus* 
taiten, iaixd rocky, as to be -of little or wo 
ufe to them ; norwasthefuTVtying-of that 
fifth part compleated when we left Sierra 
htotte, at wfckh tent 'the fains had let in, 
therefore it was impoflibteto clear ortnafct 
much progrefe tHw year, dftd you waft 
be fenfible, Sir, of the injury we fuftain 
by loofingtwo *ye#* in the iiftj*©^emfent 
of «bofe tends* 

m We are charged extravagantly for all 
&e goods we purchafe from the ft ores, 
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which we confider, not only a breach of 
proratfe^ but an unjuft and cruel way of 
impofing a tax on us. 

" We certainly are not prote&ed by 
the laws of t Great Britain, having nei- 
ther Courts of Juftice, or officers ap- 
pointed by authority of this government. 
But even the Police which we have form- 
ed among ourfelves, has not diftributed 
juftice impartially to Blacks and Whites,\ 
due, as we fuppofe, to the influence of 
your Agents; and we think it an unfuffer- 
able cruelty, that at the caprice or whim of 
any Gentlemen in office, at Free Town, 
we, or any. of us, fliould be fubjeft, not 
only to be turned away from the fervice, 
but prevented from purchafing the com- 
mon neceffaries from the Company's 
ftores, for the fupport of out families, 
while it is not in our power to procure them 
by any other mode. 

We are Sir, 

Refpeafully, 
Your obedient, humble fervan^ 




Z a What 
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* What vats the confequenct of *)•**> 
tcr ? Aid J— « Why the Diwaort wo? 
no better pleafed with iMknvthc firft, tiazf 
feemed quite in a quandary ; were very 
a*xic*>$ to know whedier mf perfoa had 
affifted /us in coiie&ing *ad reducing oW 
thoughts to writing, interrogated us fepa- 
rately on the fabjeO, and appeared gftatif 
di&ppointed with our anfacrs." 



4« 



'Have vwi had any anfoer fkfmtbfflil 1 * 
**No, Madam, and imagine they do Hot in- 
tend giving any; indeed We have h^ard 
that they mesn to keep us from going to 
Sierra Leone again; iffo, it no doubt is 
a ftratagem, to cfupe arid lull our Coriw 
try men, who have laid they wSl wait pence- 
able, until we rtttttn ; but fuch a poor tit- 
tle artifice is fo very unbecoming the cka- 
rafters of gentlemen, that we can hardly 
believe it; however, if it i* the <afe it 
cannot avail much r and will in the end* 
do them more injury than us ; we have al- 
ready wrote to our Drefhren, Warning theip 
of our fufpkions, andigtafdhig them againft 
fignjngany paper or inftrument ©f writing, 
as we have reafon to think (brae thing of 
the fort will be afked of them, to contra • 
dift what we have done ; it will be a great 
hardfljip on ^s to be kept fifcre from ottr 
families, yet, if it ultimately tends to-ob- 

tain 
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tarn jufcfefe for mfc conRitaenLs, te to fe- 
cure freedom and huppinefs to litem Sn4 
t^ir^bildr^/^cfliAJllhinkitnofecrifice^ 

Thisistftilly AeftlbftattCfcof the iafowa* 
tion J have from tmre lb time had, 'from the 
two Deputies.* 

Is it not almoft incomprehenfihle that 
Thirteen 'Men, whofe reputations in private 
life (dnei or two excepted) have hitherto 
been efteemed fd fpotlefs, that the ta.rniflx- 
ing blafts of fame, or the venom'd fliafts 
of malevolence, have feld6m ventured to 
attack thefa, fliouid, as a corporation, "aft 
incompatible With Common fenfe and cork- 
mon v "? 

The Bireftors conduft triuft really be * 
fubjeS Of confternation wherever it is 

known 



* Thole two men returned to Sierra Leone, ia\ 
February of March la&, tut two others have arrived 
on the fame errand, tfnd are juft now (Augtift, 1794) 
in London : I am told, they have many new conv- 
. plaints, among which is one of a ferious nature, viz* 
That an enormous -annual tax of two buftiels of neat 
j ice, equal to 1301b. * has been demanded per acre 
for their lands, notwithflanding thofe lands were, 
promifed them, free *f every expence^ or charge' 
whatever. Now, rice as fold from the Company's 
ftore-houfe, at Sierra Leone, at the rate of fix teen 
*nd eight-pence per hundred pounds, consequently 
tkustax would amount to 2 is, 8d; per acre, 
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known; and (hould they not, t>f their own 
accord, fulfill Mr. Clarkfon's promifes to 
their fetders, which they certainly feem in- 
clinable to, I really think, in my humble 
opinion, this government ought to feel it a 
Natipnal concern, and enforce a perform- 
ance. 

His Majefty, no doubt, expeQed be was 
doing thofe poor people an afilual fervice, 
by removing them to a country, which gave 
birth, not only to their fore -fathers, but 
many of themfelves, and more efpecially 
fo as they were to be taken under the wing 
and proteftion- of fuch patrons of huma- 
nity,, as the gentlemen conducing the af- 
fairs of the Sierra Leone Company projtf- 
Jtd * themfelves to be, otherwife, he never 
would have hazarded their happinefs, by 
taking them from America, where they were 
moftly comfortably fettled; — where they 
might have been ufeful and valuable fub- 
jefts, and where they had been, long be- 
fore their removal, really an acquisition,, 
befides fubjefting this Country to the ex- 
pence of upwards of 20,oool. for their tranf- 
portation.* 

Do you not think that immacculate 
Member of the Houfe of Commons, who 

is 

* Thofe are a part of the veiy people, whom 
America (it is faid) is afking coropenfation for. 
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is x obftimtely perfifting to abolifh the 
Slave Trade, W6uld be bttlfer em£!dyfcd, 
*nd<*vould difcover more r£al humanity, 
if he ekerted himfeif in getting juftiee 
done thefe poor blacks, whofe happinefe 
end comfort he has, in foftie meafcre, 
thoiigh innocently, beeh the iriealrts 6f 
cteftroying ? 

'Until stll the promifes made them are 
performed, or, at leaft, a fincere incli- 
-nation flidwn to perform them, ho kind 
of confidence can exjft between the Cdin? 
JJaily artd the Colonifts ; and, urilefs'that 
U quickly 'fecttfed, the Colony muft fall 
to ribughc. It may ndfbe ahiifs here to 
give $6\i the fentiments of a Gentleman, 
fcfealotTs for its fuccefs* and intimately 
acquainted with the Direttbrs, arid frith 
the pJTGgrefs of thfc Colony, from its birth* 

He fays, in a letter fp a friend of his at 
Sierra 'Leone, "I am fearful your prefent 
" Governors will forget the fituation the 
" Nova Scotians were in formerly ; th$ 
" number of times they have been den 
" ceived, and will not maloe allowances 
" for the great change they have made 5 
" and I am more fearful of their not hav* 
" ing patience or moderation enough ta 
" put up with their ignorance. It -is an 

" eafy 
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eafy thing for the Governor and Coun- 
cil to leave them to themfelves, if 
they are wickedly inclined ; but I 
I mould confider fuch behaviour as 
the greateft fpecies of wicKednefs on 
their parts, (the Governor and Council) 
and fhould think their education ill 
bellowed upon them, and their religion 
but (kin deep. What ! are they not 
fent out to inftruft them, and to fet a 
good example to the unenlightened 
Africans ? Ought they not to make the 
fame allowances for them as our Ichool- 
mafters did for us in our infancy ? a t nd 
ought they not to know, that ignorant 
people, fituated as they are, with thq 
bad example fet before their eyes by 
thofe who were fent out to inftruft 
then* at the 'commencement of the 
Colony — ^are liable to be riotous^and 
unruly — particularly when fo many 
have refided together, and but little em- 
ployment to keep their minds amufed ? t 
with the promifes made them by the 
Company entirely neglefted, and not" 
the leaft appearance of a fpeedy com- 
pletion, or even a desire to perform 
them. 1^ fay, had the Nova ocotians 
afted different from what they have 
done, under all thefe circumftances,* 

** it would have aftoniftied me, and I. 

<* fhould have requefted thofe, who con - 

" fider 
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<r fider themfclves more enlightened^ and 
te flood forward as their friends and pro- 
«* te&ors, t6 have taken a leffon from fo 
«« lingular ail example. 

*' Should you quarrel with the Nova 
11 Scotians, - who 4lo you think I fhall 
<4 blame ? . Your Government and the 
<c Company ; — your Government, for want 
<c of patience, and for not fhewing an 
u t inclination to perform promifes, which 
14 will always fet ignorant people at va- 
66 riance with their leaders, and partial- 1 * 
"'larty thofe Who have Been fo often de- 
ceived before-; and the Company, for not 
"enforcing th^ir orders, relative* to pro- * 
" mifes, ancl for their dilatory manner of * 
" fending out the means to perform tfcerft *> 
u with difpatch. 

- c< If you fhould have a war with the'* 
Cff Natives, it will certainly be -the fault 
" of "your Government; becaufe, you * 
c< have it in your powe*, by*a particular 
" conduft, to make your Colony urjani- * 
" mous,— and then you have nothing to v 
" fear. — You can always keep^ho native* 
u quiet, if you have peaceat home, which ■* 
* f you may do, and at the feme time- gain 
" their efteem and confidence ; and if 
" your Government fhould not, in eVery 

< c inftance, 



u inftapoe, do their utmoft to prefer** 
u pfcaqe and harmony, and make every 
* c degree of allowance for the ignorance 
* f and bad example hitherto fet to tb#» 
w £oor natives, and, I may add, the Nova 
* Scotians* they will, is* myop^mJ» >( hasrfe 
cc a greajter crime to anfwer for, than they 
« may be a^are of— for fhould you* Co-% 
« c lony* from bad management not fuc- 
" Cfedj after all the advantages it has had f 
" the friends te the civilization of Africa, 
<*. will have reafon to repent of their har- 
ming made an attempt to inftru& that 
«• unenlightened part of fociety ; it will 
< c deprefs the fpirits of thofe whofe hearts 
"were warmly engaged in tbs caufe, and- 
« f deter them from racking future, at- 
? teiqpts. 

t€ Thefe considerations have Been fo 
" forcibly impreffed on my mind, that I 
H do not remember, fiace my arrival ill 
«* England, of having ever written to, or 
" <onverfed with the. Dire&ors, either as a 

* body, or in private ; but I have taken 

* tare to enforce, in as ftrong language as 
« I could, the neceflity of performing, as" 
" foon as poflible, tb$ir promife? to the 
*t Nova Scotians* 
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u I have beeh alnaoft ready toexppfe 
" people who are deferying of blame, but 
** the Situation of the Colony is fuch, that 
* 4 I am obliged to be filent, for it has many 
* f enemies in this Country, who would be • 
<c rejoiced at having an opportunity to 
w prejudice the minds of the Subscribers, 
€C agamft the meafures adopted by the Di- 
" reaors," 

I have given you thofe extra&s, corro- 
borant to many aflertfons I have made* 
that you may not impute any of them to a 
wrong caufe ; ^nd I muft give you another 
from the fame letter, very in tere fling to 
the company's fervants and officers em- 
ployed in the Colony. 

<c I find there is a religious i'nfluence in 
f < the Colony* that will cairy every thing 
" their own way with a majority of the 
cf prcfent Bire&ors, and whatever they 
<c fay, will be a law with them ; and 1 
u really believe, that religion, which ought 
fC to have been the fupport and ftieet an- 
c4 chor of the Colony, will be its ruin, 
" from its being pra&ifed with too great 
<c enthufiafm and inconfiftency; and I am 
" fearful, that thofe poffeffed of honeft 
€< - hearts and independent fpirits, who will 
« fpeak their fentiments as truth dictates, 
A a "will 
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* will always be negle&ed by the Govern- 

* tnent there, and the Dire&ors at home ; 

* and will never be done that juflice which 
• f their readinefc and exertions on every 
u occafion to promote the profperity of 
" the Colony, entitles them to," 

Can the Company ever expefi to profper, 
or have officers of probity or worth, while 
fuch is the cafe? No, — Sycophantic Hy- 
pocrites are the only fervants who will con- 
tinue in their felrvice, and thofe wtft always 
drain the purfes of their employers, by any 
means, however fcandalous or diffionora- 
ile^ to fill their own, v 



ADlEtf. 



*to 
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To HENRY THORNTON, Esq. M.F> 
end Chairman oftkfi Court of DirtHors of 
the Sierra Leone Company, G?c. S?cv 

Bkistoi, Aprils 1794, 
SIR, 

XJEING earneftly folicitsd, by 
ftiveral friends, to publifh the Hiftory of 
my Two Voyages to Africa^ and having* 
with fome relu&ance, cotifented, I feel 
it incumbent on me to addrefs this letter 
to you (which is hereafter intended for 
publication), by way of acquiring a tri- 
bute truth ana candor demands! in fup- 
port of what 1 have, neceflarily, mention* 
ed regarding the Directors behaviour to me. 

It is needlefs, Sir, to take a more 
diftant retrofpeft of the fubjeft matter, 
than to the time of our arrival from- Si- 
erra Leone, in 1791. 

If you will turn over to that period, 
and fearch irtto your perfonal behaviour, 
as well as the Court of Dire&ors, to Kf r. 
Falconbridge, I am perfuaded you will 
fincl it marked with repeated teilimonies 
Aa/2 ef 
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of approbation and applaufe, for the fer- 
yices you were pleafed to fay he had ren- 
dered the cohimon intereft and original 
views of the Company. 

Tor what purpofe did the DireQors 
vote us a compenfation for our lofles ? 
Or for what purpofe did they remove 
Mr. Falconbridge* out of his particular 
province as a medical man, and make him 
theijr Commercial Agent ? 

Were thefe not tokens of fatisfaQion, 
and rewards for his extraordinary exer- 
tions to ferve the Company; or were 
they mere tricks of chicKane and decep- 
tion, to. inveigle him to return to Africa, 
and ahfwer the defirable end of fecuring a 
footing for the Emigrants, then expefted 
from America ? Let your own heart, Sir, 
decide upon thefe queftions. 

t underftand the DireQors perfift to 
fay, Mr. Falconbridge.had not fettled the 
accounts of his firft voyage before he 
left England the fecond time; and that 
they impeach his memory, by faying be 
has pot accounted for the cargo of the 
Amy, configned to him as Commercial 
Agent. Is it fd, Sir? ArQ thefe the paltry 
fubterfuges made ufe of' for withholding 

the 
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(he poor pittance I am entitled to? — If 
they are ? I ihall charitably fuppofe, for 
a moment, they proceed from error, and- 
endeavour once more to fet you right,— 
though, believe me, not with the fmalleft 
expectation of profiting thereby. 

To the firft I Ihall obferve,— You mufc- 
labor under the misfortune of a very v 
earelefs memory, if you cannot recollect 
that all Mr. FalconbridgeY accounts, an-~ 
teceding the 25th of December, 179U 
were adjufted to that time, and that I 
received from yourself a balance of 74I. 
19s. 6d. which appeared on the face of 
the account in his fa von 

Can you deny the truth of this afler- 
lion, and fay there was no fuch fettlement ?* 
If you can, I will not attribute it to any 
harlher caufe thanu bad memory^ for I 
yet think it is impoffible, Mr. Thorntcti* 
would be fo pitiful, willingly $ tQ utter* 
an untruth. 

But if this pointed circumftance Bad 1 
not happened, and I was wholly ignorant 
of the affair* I fhould fuppofe men of 
bufinefs (as fome of the Directors muft 
be) would never have fuffered him, or 
any p.erfon elfe, to commence the tranfac- 
A a 3 tiQns 



( 282 ) 

tions of a new contern 'tilhhofe of the old 
were clearly concluded, but more efpeci- 
ally fo in this inftance, as the charities Mr. 
Falconbridge had the diftribulion of on bis 
firll voyage, were the property of the St. 
George's Bay Company, whofe original 
funds and effeQs were taken in account by 
the Sierra Leone Company, upon their 
incorporation, and therefore it was certainly 
neceflary that the Direftors fliould be made 
acquainted with the true ltate of thejr 
affairs. 

To the fecond, I have to remind you, 
that Mr. Falconbridge never received the 
Cargo of the Amy, and confequently can- 
not account for what he was not in pofTef- 
fion of; upon his arrival in Africa he got 
inftru&ions from the Direflors, placing him 
entirely under the control of the Superira- 
tendant and Council, and the property of 
the Company folely under their direction, 
confequently the firfi confignment and un- 
limited inrtruQions given bim became nu- 
gatory; furthermore, the mafter of th< 
Amy got a receipt for his whole Cargo 
from the Governor and Council, previous 
to his leaving Sierra Leone, which is juft 
now* in poffelEon of the DireQors. 

Mr. Falconbridge had no independent 
authority or management over the conv- 

pany's. ' 
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panyV goods after he received thofe in- 
ftruftions, nor did he give any orders of 
himfelf, as other hair-brained members ©f 
"council did, but got written . inftrufiioas 
from' the Superimendant and Council for 
every fixpence worth ht had, either from 
fhip board or elfe where,. all of which is 
accounted for in his books, delivered Mr. 
Grey by the particular defire of Mr* 
Dawes. 

I am inclined to believe the Dire&ors 
&re already acquainted with thefe circum* 
fiances, indeed it is almoft impoffible they 
can be ignorant of them. 

But admitting they are, what excufe 
Can they have for fwelling up an account 
againft;me with fi&itious niggardly charges, 
fucli as charging me with difburfements for 
the Lapwing's Brft voyage, not only during 
her voyage, but for fix or feven months 
before {he left the river Thames. The 
freight and paffage money of the Duke of 
JBuccleugh paid MefTrs. Anderfon. The 
prefehts I was defired to purchafe and make 
Queen. Naimbana, for which 1 have your 
letter as authority. The Itores I was al- 
lowed to take with me for our ufe at Sierra 
Leone, Our Journey to Briftol, FaI- : 
mouth, &c. &c. ? - .« . 

How 
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How cart your Honorable Court, form- 
ed, as it is, of Members of Parliament, 
Bankers, and fome of the firft Merchants 
in the City of London, all profeffing the 
quinteflence of philanthropy, thus depre- 
ciate its worth by being guilty of fuch grofs 
meannefs ? I verily believe it would be 
impoflible to cull from the Migratory 
Chapmen of Rag Fair, any number of men 
who would not blufh to be deteBed in a 
fimilar tranfafiion. 

That the Directors had caufe to be 
difpleafed with Mr. Falconbridge for not 
extending their commercial views, may be 
in fome meafure true; but tied up as he 
was„ to obey the diftates of the Su* 
t>erintendant and Council, who would not 
liften to any arrangements of the kind, 
until comfort and regularity were eftablifh- 
ed in the Colony— What was he to do ? 
however if he was altogether in fault, was 
he not punifhed by annulling his appoint- 
ment as Commercial Agent? could the 
DireQors do more ? If they had blindly (a* 
they certainly did in many inflances made 
improper appointments: What more could, 
they do than annul them when they dif- 
covered their miftake ? 

But I fhould fuppofe it did not re* 
quire any great difcernmentj. to know 

that 
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tfcat a Surgeon, unacquainted with mer- 
cantile affairs, would make but as poor 
a figure in that line, as a Merchants who 
had not ftudied phyfic or anatomy, would 
make in the pra&ice of furgery. 

Mr. Falconbridge's difmiflion did not 
charge or accufe hini with any crimt h but 
wanting knowledge of his bufinefs; and 
what information the Dire&ors could get 
on that fcore muft have been from a 
quarter as ignorant, if not more fb than 
hknfelf ;— but furely, it was their province 
^ to have convinced themfelves, when they 
made the appointment, whether he was 
equal to it or not. 

Did not Mr. Falconbridge's difmiflion 
ftipulate, that his falary was to continue till 
the Governor and Council procured him 
a paflage to England ? Could there have 
been the fmalleft idea, at that time, of de- 
taining either the money left in the hands 
of the Direftors, or his wages? Surely 
not.— Then why do the Direflors now 
(he is no more) withhold payment froia 
me? 

For flxame, Mr. Thornton, for 
fhame ! ! ! — JJow can you wink at • my 
being fo fhabbily treated, after the un- 
exampled 
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egampled fufferings I have undergone, 
and after the prodigality of fair promifes 
I had from you, to induce roc to return a 
fecend time to Africa. J)id you not tell 
me, if any accident befell Falconbridge, 
I fhould be bandfoniely provided for 
by the Company ? Surely, you cannot 
forget making fuch a promife; — v. hich 
you not only forego fulfilling, butfhame- 
fully keep back (all I require of you) 
the trifling fum fo juflly due to me. 

If the Dire&ors were not fearful of 
fubjefling their condutt (towards, me) 
to the inveftigation of impartial men> 
they never would have refufed fubjnit- 
ting the affair to arbitration^ as was of- 
fered; nor would they have 'threatened, . 
or boafted, that they would ruin me, 
with an expenfive law-fuit, in Chancery, 
when I fignified my intention of trying 
the caufe at Common Law, if they meant 
to do the fair thing. 

1 cannot help forming thofe conjec- 
tures, for how are we to calculate the 
principles of men but by their a&ions ? 
Though, believe me, Mr. Thornton, not- 
withftanding all I have faid of the Court 
of Dire&ors, I yet firmly believe, if, the 
decifion was left wholly to yourfelf, I 

fhould 
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fliould have ample juftice, arid I dm- 
not avoid thinking, from the opinion 
I have heretofore formed of your benevo* 
lence of heart, that you are fecretly 
afhamed of the Dire&ors nefarious treat- 
ment to me* 

I will not trefpafs on your time any 
longer, but (hall quit the fubjeft, witli 
refering my caufe to the loftieft of Tri- 
bunals, where reigns a Judge of mercy, 
vengeance, and juflice, who, I am per- 
fuaded, will not let Fuch turpitude go 
unpunifhed, and who has> probably, al- 
ready began to fhew his difplealure. 

Pray, Sir, receive this letter with 
temper, and confider it comes from a 
Woman, aggravated by infults and in- 
jury. 

I am, Sec. &c. 

ANNA" MARIA •- 
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Henry Thornton* Efq. M> P. 
King's Arms Yard A Coleoian- 
flreet, London* 
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